DRSP.001.001.0009_R

2009 Victorian Bushfires Response to Discussion Paper — cover sheet
Royal Commission

Post your response (if over 5 megabytes in size) with this cover sheet to:
Response

2009 Victorian Bushfires Royal Commission

GPO Box 4358

Melbourne VIC 3001

Or

Email your response with this cover sheet to: enquiries@royalcommission.vic.gov.au

Title: Mr ‘ First Name: Carl Surname:; Fraser

Organisation represented by your response (if applicable):
Moyhu and District Fire Brigades Group

Email address: | G

Postal address: Moyhu Group Secretary || JJJEEEEE Bobinawarrah Vic 3678
Telephone: Mob I O
Main topic(s) addressed by your response (please tick.) El Insurance |X| Fire Services Levy

Confidentiality

All responses will be treated as public documents. This means that, in all but exceptional cases, responses will be
published to the Commission’s website.

Should you wish for your response, or parts of your response, to be treated as confidential, please clearly state the
reason in the space provided below. If you require more room, please attach a separate page and provide together
with your response.

Should the Commission consider the request for confidentiality not to be appropriate you will be provided with an
opportunity to withdraw your response or re-submit it in a form suitable for publication.

Please select one of the following options

|Z| | acknowledge that my response will be treated as a public document and may be cited in reports or material
published by the Commission.

OR

|:| | request that my response, or parts of my response, be treated as confidential, and not published quoted or
summarised by the Commission, for the reasons stated here:

Acknowledgements
| understand that:
e [ can be contacted by the Royal Commission in relation to my response.
o Anonymous responses will nof be accepted.
o The name and town or suburb of each submitter will be identified as part of every published response.
Other contact details will be removed before publishing.
e The Commission will not publish responses if it believes that the response material is or could be
defamatory, offensive, confravenes anti-discrimination or anti-vilification legisfation or is outside the scope
of the Commission’s terms of reference.

Signature: Carl Fraser Date: 6" Dec 2009

Or if sending by email, please confirm your acknowledgment by ticking this box:




DRSP.001.001.0010_R

Moyhu and District Fire Brigades Group

Group Secretary
Carl Fraser

]
Bobinawarrah 3678

Ph 03
Dec 6th 2009

The Commissioners

2009 Victorian Bushfires Royal Commission
GPO Box 4358

Melbourne Vic 3001

Re: Fire Services Levy and Insurance Discussion Paper

Dear Commissioners,

At a recent meeting of the Moyhu and District Fire Brigades Group (the Group) held
at the Group headquarters in Movhu on Mon 2" Nov 2009 it was moved that I write
to you expressing the Groups concerns in relation to the following:

e The disproportionate increase in the Fire Levy component of insurance
Premiums for country accounts compared to metropolitan accounts.
e The inequity of raising a fire levy through insurance premiums as
opposed to having a wider compulsory funding base.
e And the concept of providing a discount in premiums for active CFA
members.
The Group is concerned that a more equitable method of funding Victoria’s fire
services needs to be implemented. Currently, only those who have insurance cover
contribute to the increasing cost of delivering a comprehensive fire service. The
Group believes that rather than fund Victoria’s fire services through increasing
insurance premiums, the levy should be collected via council rates ensuring a wider

more equitable funding base.

The Group also believes that a levy rebate be offered to active CFA personal in

recognition for their community contribution.
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The Moyhu Group comprises delegates from the following CFA Region 23 Brigades;
Bobinawarrah, Carboor, Cheshunt, Edi, Milawa, Movhu and Myrrhee.

All delegates are registered CFA members and provide the critical local leadership
structure that forms part of the voluntary community response to fire suppression

across Victoria.

Y our consideration of our submission will be appreciated.

Yours Faithfully
Cand Fracen

Carl Fraser
Group Secretary
Moyhu and District Fire Brigades Group



