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MR ROZEN: Good norning, Comm ssioners. Before calling the

first witness, can | just address the tender of sone
statenents fromyesterday and al so deal with two
housekeeping matters which it is convenient to deal with
now.

The first of those concerns evidence that was
gi ven yesterday by M Kennedy, who was in the operations
unit. He was asked sone questions about the CFA standard
operating procedure for red flag warni ngs and he gave
evi dence that he was aware of a simlar DSE docunment.
That docunent is in fact in evidence and | w |l just
describe it. It is guideline 8.1.10, conmunicating
essential fireground information. The transcri pt
reference for M Kennedy's evidence in relation to it was
at page 9477 at line 17. It is already part of the DSE
gui delines exhibit, it is already part of exhibit 254, but
given the reference to it by M Kennedy | would ask that
it be added to M Kennedy's exhibit which was exhibit 400.
For conpl eteness the coding for the docunent is

( DSE. HDD. 0012. 1158) .

CHAI RVAN: Yes, that's fine.

MR ROZEN: The second natter concerns a docunent which has been

provided to us by counsel for the Commonwealth. It is
entitled "Australian Bureau of Meteorology, Victorian
regi onal office spot weather forecast request". It is a
docunent that was conpleted, it appears fromits face, by
John Henshaw requesting a spot weather forecast. It is
noted as having been faxed fromthe Traral gon | CC on

7 February 2009 at 1445 and at the bottomit includes
under the headi ng "Additional comments” in handwriting,

"We are particularly interested in the timng and strength
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of the predicted wind change. Pete Merritt," and then his
t el ephone nunber. Attached to it is the spotfire weather
forecast that was issued at 3.59 pmon 7 February about
whi ch t he Commi ssion has already heard sone evi dence.
Finally, we have been provided this norning with
a further copy of the spotfire weather forecast by counsel
for the State. It is a coded docunent
(DSE. 0028. 0248. 0216). As we understand it, this is a copy
of the docunent that was in the I1CC and provided to
Victorian Governnent Solicitors Ofice. If it is
convenient for the Comm ssion, we would submt that it's

appropriate for these docunents to be a separate exhibit.

CHAI RVAN: Yes, | think in the circunstances that is

appropriate, so we wll treat those docunents as exhibit

403.

#EXH BI T 403 - Australian Bureau of Meteorol ogy, Victorian

regi onal office spot weather forecast request

(EXH. 403.0001). Spot fire weather forecast issued at
3.59EDT on Saturday, 7 February 2009 (EXH. 403.0002).

Further copy of spot fire weather forecast issued at

3.59EDT on Saturday, 7 February 2009, with facsimle
ti mestanp (DSE. 0028.0248.0216).

MR ROZEN: Whilst I"'mon ny feet, it is convenient to address

the statenents of various w tnesses who were on
yesterday's witness |list but not called. | can just very
briefly refer to those witness statenents. Firstly, they
conplete the police witnesses and, secondly, they wll
conplete the witnesses fromthe incident nmanagenent team

The first statenent that | would seek to tender
is a statenent of Brendan Scully, (WT.3010.008.0001).

M Scully is a senior sergeant of police based at
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Traral gon. He was the MERC for the Shire of Latrobe on

7 February 2009 and in his statenent he indicates that the
MECC was operational at 1410 hours, 2.10 in the afternoon.
He al so refers to communi cations between the | CC at

Traral gon and the MECC as being very effective, in his

Vi ew.

#EXH BI' T 404 - Wtness statenent of Brendan Scul |y

(WT. 3010. 008. 0001) and attachnents.

MR ROZEN: The second statenent is a statenent of Jan McNally,

(WT. 3010. 008. 0226), a senior sergeant of police based at
the Warragul police station. Senior Sergeant MNally was
the MERC for the Baw Baw Shire and gives evidence that the
Pakenham MECC was activated at 7.40 amon 7 February 20009.

| tender the statenent of Senior Sergeant MNally.

#EXH BI T 405 - Wtness statenent of Jan McNally

(WT. 3010. 008. 0226) and attachnents.

MR ROZEN: There is also a statenent of Ronald Gardner, a

police inspector based at Warragul. M Gardner's
statenent is at (WT.3010.007.0001). Inspector Gardner

gi ves evidence of being the forward commander for police
on 7 February 2009 responsible for two incident control
centres and two MECCs. He gives evidence that there were
conmuni cati on probl ens between hinself and the ICC in
Traral gon on the day but that they were ultimately

resol ved through discussions by him | tender the

statenent of I|nspector Gardner.

#EXH BI T 406 - Wtness statenment of Ronald Gardner

(WT. 3010. 007.0001) and attachnents.

MR ROZEN: The final police witness statenent is Superintendent

Ceof frey Newby, (WT.3010.009.0186). Superintendent Newby
was one of the DERCs who had responsibility on 7 February
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2009, and | tender his statenent.

#EXH BI T 407 - Wtness statenent of CGeoffrey Newby
(WT. 3010. 009.0186) and attachnents.

MR ROZEN: | also at this tine tender three further statenents
of wi tnesses who give evidence about their involvenent in
fire suppression on 7 February 2009. The first of those
is David Tai nsh, (WT.3024.003.0353). M Tainsh is an
enpl oyee of the DSE based in the Traral gon RECC. He gives
evi dence about di scussions he had with other senior DSE
officers, including the State duty officer, M G aystone,
who the Conm ssion has previously heard from about the
decision to integrate the Del burn I MT and the prearranged
DSE I MT that we have heard evidence of. | tender the
statenment of M Tainsh.

#EXHI BI T 408 - Wtness statenent of David Patrick Tainsh
(WT. 3024. 003.0353) and attachnents.

MR ROZEN: There is also a statenent from M Nat han Stankos, at
(WT. 3024.003.0329). M Stankos gives evidence about a
nunmber of matters, including that he is an enpl oyee of the
DSE, that he was engaged on the afternoon of 7 February
2009 on the fireground in what has been referred to as the
southern or Yarram sector and that he was answering to
M Graene Taylor, and | tender the statenent of
M St ankos.

#EXHI BIT 409 - Wtness statenent of Nathan Andrew St ankos
(WT. 3024. 003.0329) and attachnents.

MR ROZEN: Finally, there is a statenent from M Bryan Wl pol e,
at (WT.3004.018.0345). M WAl pol e gives evidence that he
is the Yarram group officer responsible for the Yarram
group of CFA brigades. He was variously |located in the

Yarram headquarters but nore particularly on the
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fireground in the Yarramarea |ate in the afternoon on

7 February 2009. He gives evidence about his dealings
with M Taylor and M WIIlianson about whom the Conmm ssion
has previously heard sone evidence. | tender the

statenent of M Wal pol e.

#EXH BI' T 410 - Wtness statenent of Bryan Desnond WAl pol e

(WT. 3004.018. 0345) and attachnents.

MR ROZEN: | did mss one statenent, that is M G aene Tayl or

hinmself. M Taylor's witness statenent is at

(WT. 3024.004.0001). WM Taylor gives evidence that he is
a DSE enpl oyee who travelled fromhis normal work address
in Heyfield to work on the fire at Yarram from about 4 pm
on 7 February 2009. He gives evidence that he worked
under M Ross WIIlianmson who was based in Yarram

M  Tayl or was on the fireground and anongst other things
he gives evidence of receiving fromM WIIlianson a red
flag warni ng, warning himof a wi nd change which was due
to arrive on the fireground at 6 pm 1800 hours, and he
gi ves evidence that the wind change did arrive at around
about that time and he describes the effect of the w nd
change on the firefight in Devon North and in Yarram

| tender the statenent of M Tayl or.

#EXH BI' T 411 - Wtness statenent of G aene Kenneth Tayl or

(WT. 3024. 004. 0001) and attachnents.

MR ROZEN: That conpletes the tender of statenents at this

point in tinme. The first witness this norning is

M Mynard and Ms Doyle wll question M Mynard.

M5 DOYLE: | call Shane Stanley Mynard.
<SHANE STANLEY MYNARD, sworn and exam ned:

M5 DOYLE: Your full nanme is Shane Stanley Mynard?---That's

correct.
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And you are an operations officer for the CFA based in region
10 at the Morwell fire station?---That's correct.

For the purposes of the Royal Comm ssion have you prepared a
statenment with the assistance of Victorian Governnent
Solicitors?---Yes.

Do you have a copy of that wth you?---Yes.

Are its contents true and correct?---Yes.

| tender that statenent.

#EXH BI'T 412 - Wtness statenent of Shane Stanley Mynard
(WT. 3004.018.0101) and attachnents.

M5 DOYLE: M Mnard, you are, as you have noted, the
operations officer in region 10. This is a position you
have had since March this year. There are eight groups,
as | understand it, in region 10 and you list those in
paragraph 2 of your statenent. Wthin those groups you
are responsible for the Morwell group which includes a
nunber of brigades, including Churchill and the others
that you list in that paragraph?---Yes, that's correct.

One of the other duties you undertake on a rostered basis is
that of regional duty officer for region 107?---Yes.

The way that roster works is that throughout the year you wl|
find yourself regularly rostered to be the regional duty
officer?---Yes, that's correct.

How does that roster work? Do you know with sonme certainty
weeks or nonths in advance how often you will be the
regi onal duty officer?---Yes.

Is it a regular pattern?---Yes. It does change fromtine to
time, but yes, it is regular.

During the last fire season, how often were you rostered on as
regional duty officer?---1 couldn't tell you that unless

| had the roster.
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Under what pattern? One day on, one day off, or how does it
work?---At that stage it was a seven day roster, seven
days on, seven days off. That was over a period with four
ot her operations officers and the operations manager.

When you are fulfilling that role, when you are rostered on to
be regional duty officer, as | understand it you are on
call 24 hours a day for the day you are filling that
post?---That's correct.

During the day that you are on call in that way, if a fire
breaks out what are you expected it do? Were are you
expected to go and what sort of duties will you take on in
the event of fire?---1t depends on if the brigade at the
time requires ny assistance and ny attendance.

| f they do, where do you go and what do you do?---Depending on
the incident or fire | would attend the scene or | would
go to the regional headquarters.

Go to, sorry?---The regional headquarters, the RECC

The RECC is based in Sal e?---That's correct.

It is quite hard to hear, M Mynard. W m ght have to adj ust
the m crophone. You were just explaining the regional
headquarters or RECC is based at Sal e?---That's correct.

If we go to paragraph 18 of your statenent you talk about the
period in | ate January when you were based at the
RECC?- - - Yes.

It explains there you were based at the RECC on Thursday 29 and
Friday 30 January and that obviously overlaps with
the tine the Delburn fire comenced. At that tine you
perfornmed the role of RECC manager. Are you also on a
duty to take up that position fromtine to tinme?---Yes, we
are.

If we can nove through to February, you were al so based at the
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Sal e RECC, 4 February through to 7 February, and you were
the regional duty officer on the 6th and 7th. You say
there as the regional duty officer your main role was to
make sure that trucks were in place and crews were ready
to be depl oyed when requested. What sort of things did
you do on the 6th and 7th to fulfil that part of the
regional duty officer's role?---In regards to for the 7th,
the weather for the 7th?

Yes, 6th and 7th. Wat sort of steps did you take?---W
prepared a preparedness plan in case of a major bushfire
or any other incidents that may occur in region 10.

In terns of resources or human resources, | think the region 10
preparedness plan sets out sone of the arrangenents you
have made. It is at annexure 2 to your statenent starting
at witness page 0118, if we can just | ook at that?---Yes.

The preparedness plan was at the level of code red. That is
obvi ously the highest |evel of preparedness for the
regi on?---Yes.

You have got sone information there about the weather. Was
this prepared on the 7th or would it have been prepared on
the 6th to use on the 7th?---1t started being prepared on
t he 6th.

To whom was this distributed? Wo had access to this
pr eparedness plan?---This was distributed to the
operations manager and the general manager.

And the operations manager was who on the 7th?---Geg Flynn.

Perhaps | will just pause there and clarify who is based at the
RECC in Sale. So Geg Flynn was the operations nmanager.
Was there also a M Rankin based there as at February of
this year?---He was on a secondnent into Ml bourne at that

particular tinme, but his general location is at Sale.
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So he is attached to the Sale office but as at February he was
based in Mel bourne?---That's correct.

We don't need to go through every single nanme, but who were the
ot her seni or people based at the RECC in Sal e?---M Flynn
and nysel f.

Nobody el se at your |evel of seniority?---No.

M Flynn, | think, fromother docunents attached to your
statenent, it is indicated that he has the qualifications
of a level 3 incident controller; is that right?---1"m not
sure, but | believe so.

If we just step back for a nonent and | ook at your region,
region 10, | just want to get a feel for the nunber of
resources that are available. 1In terns of appliances, the
nunmber of fire stations and groups within region 10, is it
a relatively well resourced region conpared with sone
others in the state?---M/ opinion, yes.

In terms of human resources, you nmay or may not have access to
these figures off the top of your head, but are you able
to say how many career staff are in the regi on and how
many volunteers are in the region?---Career staff,
probably, operational, it's approximately about 40 to 50.
Vol unt eer-wi se, probably | ooking about 2,500.

Sticking with the career staff first, do you know how many of
t hem have level 3 incident controller
qual i fications?---No.

In relation to the volunteers, do you know if any of them have
| evel 3 incident controller qualifications?---No.

You don't know?--- No.

In terns of the nunber of physical appliances avail able we
woul d have to assune they are spread obvi ously anong the

groups and in the various fire brigades throughout the
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entire region. Your famliarity would be probably focused
on the Morwell group, | assunme?---No, not just the NMorwell

group. Region-w se, yes, have a focus.

W will go back to the preparedness plan which was devel oped

Under

for the region. W have noted it was at the |level of code
red. There is an indication there in relation to the

weat her, a severe fire weather day. There is a nention
there that there will be a, "Prefrontal trough passage
Saturday afternoon and night. Air ahead of the change

w il becone dry and a well m xed atnosphere.” It notes a
couple of lines down, "Qusty west, south-west w nds behind
the change nmake this an extrenely dangerous day." Do you
know t he source of that information? | assunme it was
sourced from sone of the products produced by the Bureau
of Meteorology?---Yes, that's correct.

the "Critical issues" heading there is a reference to the
i ssue of high winds and coal mne fire danger with high

W nds creating an excessive rate of spread. Now, it then
turns to resources. Did you play a part in conpiling this

list of resources, including strike teans?---Yes, | did.

The purpose of putting this all in this docunent was what?

What were you doing in this section? Wat does it
indicate?---1t was for the ability of anyone el se who had
to relieve nyself fromny duties could pick this up and
read it and have an understandi ng of our preparedness

pl an.

If we take one exanple, where it has "Strike teans | ong haul,

duty strike team 1006" and there is sonme information there
about who m ght be part of the strike team this is a
list, isit, of those who are available to work on the

7th?---That's correct.
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So you have taken into account people who have been rostered
el sewhere or on | eave or not available to cone up with a
list of who is remaining ready to be
depl oyed?---Personnel-wise it is done by the groups. They
do the groundwork for that. W've just infornmed them on
the trucks required that 1'd feel fit for that strike
t eam

"Long haul" neans what, when you are tal king about a strike
tean®?---Long haul we | ook over approximtely 100
kil onetres where they'll be away for sone tine.

So it doesn't nean you are bringing themin a | ong distance,
but they are the people who are available and willing to
go a long distance if a fire breaks out further
away?---That's correct.

Just for conpl eteness, over the page there is a reference to
the strike teans for Del burn. Wre they the strike teans
al ready working on Del burn or available to work if Del burn
flared up?---They were already available to work at
Del burn if required.

Then you have a reference to aircraft. |If we just | ook down
the aircraft list, there is a note that Dave O Toole, air
attack supervisor, is based out of Traralgon, and there is
a notation on page 0120 of the fire towers. Wre they the
fire towers that you had been advi sed woul d be staffed on
the 7th?---That's correct.

Can we go to the previous exhibit, annexure 1, which is a hunman
resources plan. That starts at page 0112. This seens to
really do the sane job but at the |level of working out who
can be in the RECC and filling roles for region 9, 10 and
11?---Yes, that's correct.

Did you have a role in conpiling this?---No, | didn't.
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Who prepared the human resources plan?---1 believe the human
resources manager, Robyn Dodd, and asset manager, Martin
Enbr ee.

If we just |ook at the second page of that w tness page 0113,
there is a section coloured in yell ow which deals with
the region 10 RECC and has M Flynn noted there, yourself
and M Rankin. Was it the case that M Rankin had said he
woul d be available to work even though he was on
secondnment in Mel bourne?---That's correct. It was
i ndi cated he was available to cone back to region 10.

And do night shift on the 7th and 8t h?---Yes.

So the sorts of work that went on behind the scenes in relation
to preparing the two docunents we have just | ooked at
| ooks to have included a fair bit of leg work; ringing
around, checking people's rosters, checking their
w |l lingness and availability and | eave
arrangenents?---Yes, that's correct.

So you went into the 7th with at | east a schene in terns of who
woul d be avail able at the senior |level at the RECC and who
and what woul d be available in terns of strike teans,
aircraft et cetera?---That's correct.

Just before we | eave this docunent, on page 0114 | just want to
note that there is a reference about hal fway down the page
to the region 10 ICC, which is presumably the Traral gon
| CC?---Yes, | believe so.

It notes there in terns of the incident controller position
that M Lockwood, it seens to have been established, would
be available on the 7th and M Foss could do ni ght duty.

M Foss and M Walls who are nentioned there, are they

both level 3 incident controllers, do you know?---1 don't
know.
. Wor dwave: MB/ SK 21/ 10/ 09 9541 MYNARD XN
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Do you know those two gentl enen?---Yes, | do.

Whi ch brigades or what roles do they play?---1 believe M Foss
is fromthe Geelong area and M Walls, | believe, is
possi bly in headquarters at this stage, CFA headquarters.

There is then reference to deputy incident controller. Was
there sone suggestion that if need be you woul d have to be
depl oyed into that role on the 8th?---1 believe so.

And if we go down a couple of lines in planning there is a
reference to M Henshaw, in |ICC support to M Bl oink and
others in information unit. Again, the background to
creating a roster like this presumably involves these
peopl e havi ng been contacted or their | eave records having
been checked?---Yes, | believe so.

Can | take you back to paragraph 21 of your statenent where you
refer to a teleconference that was al so part of your
preparation. In paragraph 21 you note that, along with
operations managers and a nunber of other operation
officers across the state, there was a tel econference or a
series of teleconferences on 5 and 6 February where the
chief officer of the CFA talked to you all about the
difficulties that mght be faced on the 7th and the fact
that resources mght be stretched. Ws there any
particul ar discussion in the tel econference you
participated in about region 10's state of
pr epar edness?- - - No.

Regi on 10 and nei ghbouring regions were stretched in the
| ead-up to the 7th. You'd had the Bunyip fire and the
Del burn fire. Was there no discussion about how a region
such as yours mght then cope if fire broke out on the
7th?---No, we were just explained fromthe chief that we

were to prepare for no resources or extra help, that we
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were basically on our own.

So you went into the 7th know ng that your nei ghbouring regions
like region 9, where the Del burn fire had occurred, m ght
not be in a position to help you?---That's correct.

What about region 11?7 D d they have anything available to
spare?---1 contacted region 11 and they had possibly two
strike teans available if required, depending on they
didn't have anything occur.

But you went into the 7th knowing there was a risk that, other
than the possibility of help fromregion 11, region 10
woul d have to cope on its own?---That's correct.

| want to take you to what you then heard about the fire, the
Churchill fire, when it broke out. Can we nove to
paragraph 45 of your statenent. You had heard sone early
i nformati on about the fire breaking out and you say at
paragraph 45, "When Greg Flynn and | | ooked at the map
board to determ ne where the fire could be heading", or
you had a | ook at the map board and determ ned where the
fire could be heading based on wind direction. You note
i n paragraph 46 you heard a request to "make tankers 20".
When you hear that in the early stages of deploynent to a
fire, how does that fit in the schenme of things? Wat
does that indicate about the size of the fire that's being
dealt with?---My indications were that the fire had severe
potential to extend rather rapidly with the conditions on
t hat day.

And in paragraph 46 you say, having appreciated the gravity of
the situation, you inmmedi ately deployed two strike teans
to the Churchill fire. So | take it fromthat you didn't
wait for any further request. You knew there was going to

be a need?---Yes, that's correct.
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And the strike teans you got hold of, were they part of your
pr eparedness plan, two of the strike teans you had al ready
identified could be available?---Yes, that's correct.

1006 and 10077?--- Yes.

You then say you al so phoned Gavin Hope in region 11. \What did
you speak to him about?---To see if he could have two
extra strike teans avail able for deploynent to assist us.

Was he able to do that?---Yes.

Were they dispatched during the day on the 7th?---That's
correct.

You say in paragraph 47 that throughout the day Vic Fire sent
numer ous pager nessages to the brigades in the region.

You have attached for conpleteness a set of those pager
messages. W thout asking you to deci pher the entire |ist,
what it seens to showis mnute by mnute a | arge nunber
of tankers and punpers being di spatched fromall around
region 10 being deployed to this fire?---That's correct.

In particular, in the early mnutes it shows - perhaps if we
can just go to the first page so you can deci pher one
exanple for us. It is annexure 10 and starts at w tness
page (W T.3004.018.0164). | think these are provided in
reverse order, but just in ternms of understandi ng how they
work we will just use the first exanple. CQObviously the
date and tine that the pager nessage is prepared; Yarram
group; then the nessage text wll usually indicate, as it
seens there, whether it is a structural or grass
fire?---That's correct.

There is obviously a code and then a reference to which brigade
wi |l be involved?---Yes, that's correct.

| won't take you to it line by line, but if we go through here,

in particular at 1.30 onwards, you wll see in quick
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successi on brigades such as Churchill, Traral gon
Callignee, Gengarry all being dispatched to deal with
Churchill. Do you see those entries from about

1. 30?---What page would you be | ooking at?

Page 206 has nost of the entries for that tinme?---Yes, | agree.
Looking at that, each of those brigades is dispatched to a "G
and S", grass and scrub fire?---Yes, that's correct.

| just want to go back to paragraph 48 of your statenent and
conpl ete what you tell us there about your know edge of
the fire on the day. You say at paragraph 48, "Control of
the fire was handed over fromthe people on the ground to

Traral gon I CC very quickly." Were you given sone official
notification of that, or is it sonething that you haven't
got a precise record of?---1 haven't got a precise record.
It's an observati on.

At paragraph 52 you record an observation that you had from
M Cook. He had received information fromfire spotter
386 that in the space of around 20 m nutes the Churchil
fire had grown from 100 hectares to 600 hectares. In your
experience, that rate of spread, how does it conpare with
other fires you have dealt w th?---Rather quickly,
extrene.

You then note in paragraph 54 other requests you get. You got
a request in fromthe |ieutenant of the Traral gon South
fire brigade that he needed two strike teans. Wre you
able to assist himw th deploying strike teans?---No.

Wiy was that ?---Because | never had any resources avail able and
the incident control centre was up and runni ng.

Par agraph 55 you say you were aware M Flynn was talking to
M  Lockwood about what resources the Traral gon managenent

t eam needed. You can't recall when the calls were
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made?---No, | can't.

Did you liaise with M Flynn throughout the day about what
resources were remaining in region 10?---Yes, | did.

Al t hough you weren't involved in this, you think M Flynn spoke
to Longford because they were also potentially under
threat?---That's correct.

Par agraph 56 you refer to the fact that M Flynn sent out an
adm ni strative pager nessage advising the crew about the
need to focus on asset protection only when safe to do so,
inform ng them what the command channel was and telling
themthat the wi nd change was expected at 1900 hours.

Now, as far as you are aware, and there has already been
evi dence of this, the nmessage wasn't received until 1.30
the follow ng day?---That's correct.

You have attached a nunber of |ogs at annexure 5. It is not
clear fromeach of these who has kept the log. Can you
just help us identify those. |If you go to annexure 4,
starting at witness page 0125. M Mnard, are any of
these | ogs yours, first of all, because that m ght shorten
the process?---No, they are not.

So these are kept by people stationed in the RECC at Sal e on
the 7th?---That's correct.

Do you know who is the keeper of the first log that we see
there?---That's M Rankin has signed on there, yes.

Did you keep a log on the day?---No, | didn't.

A few pages in, the handwiting changes or you have actually
set it out as a separate annexure, annexure 5, the one
that starts at 0132. Do you know who is the author of
that log?---No, | don't.

So it is soneone fromthe Sale RECC but we are not sure

who?---That's correct.
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Can | just direct your attention within that | og to page 0134.
There is an entry in log at 0134 at 1727 and it says "Red
flag D Sherry". Wwo is D Sherry?---David Sherry. He is
t he operations nmanager from region 9.

Regi on 9?---That's correct.

It says "Red flag warning going out - 1800 hours at Warragul ".
It is not your |log, but does seeing this entry assist you
inrecalling anything relevant to that entry or that
timefranme?---No, it doesn't.

Were you aware of a red flag warning going out on the
day?---No, | wasn't.

You don't know who has made this note here?---No.

The next log is annexure 6 and starting at page 0139. Are you
able to assist us with who is the author of that
| og?---No, |'mnot.

But it will be soneone fromregion 10 based at Sale on the
7th?---That's correct.

| think the last one | need to ask you about is at annexure 7,
0148. Do you know who is the author of the |og at
01487?---No, | don't.

Sorry, there is another one at annexure 8, w tness page 0154.
Do you know who is the author of that |og?---No, | don't.

Annexure 9 you have identified as the log for the fire spotter
386. But can | just clarify with you is this a |og kept
in fire spotter 386 or by soneone on the ground | oggi ng
their communications?---This was kept in the RECC

So they are noting what that aircrew are reporting back?---And
their flight plan, correct.

Just going back to the previous log, 0154, it does seemto have
a note of a nane right at the top but it is hard to

deci pher. Can you just |look at that and see if that sheds
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any light?---No, |I'"'munable to recogni se the nane.

Finally, at paragraph 57 in your statenent you refer to the
reports you got in about the fire activity in Yarram and
Devon North from M Wil pole. There was spotting occurring
approximately 20 kilonmetres in front of the front. Again,
simlar to the question | asked you a nonent ago, in your
experience how does that conpare to the usual rate of
spotting that you m ght expect?---1'd never seen spotting
that far before.

| ndeed, on this fire what it neant was that the resources were
even nore stretched because of the need to deal with a
significant fire in the Yarram area?---Yes.

And the two strike teans for region 11 that you had initially
depl oyed to d endonal d Road, arrangenents were nade to
redeploy themto go to Yarram and even then they had to
deal with a fire they canme across on the South G ppsl and
H ghway on the way?---That's correct.

You nention at paragraphs 61 and 62 issues about
conmuni cations. You say there was significant congestion
on the radios, which is understandabl e given the nunber of
crew. Then you refer to dead spots. What is the issue
with dead spots in region 10?---Dead spots are where
transm ssions are unable to be heard or received.

You say there are known dead spots around each of Bool arra,
near the old Morwell prison farm Licola, Dargo and a
nunber of other places throughout the region. [Is this
i ssue you nention with the Vic Fire channel 204 dropping
out, that's a separate problem is it?---That's correct.

s there anything that has been done or is being considered in
order to inprove the situation with channel 204?---1'm

unaware if there is.
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The use of a nobile command vehicle that you nention in
paragraph 63; there is one available in region 10, is
there?---That's correct.

You are not sure whether or how it was used on the day?---No.

As you note in paragraph 65, you were tasked with a difficult
duty on 8 February. Using pager records and ot her
materials, you were involved in a task which invol ved
mat ching records and calls that had cone in in order to
hel p search for and recover a nunber of deceased people in
the region?---That's correct.

That's sonething you did in part by piecing together people's
| ast known novenents and the records of the pagers that
had conme in?---That's correct.

| have no further questions for M Mnard.

COW SSI ONER PASCCE: Just a question, M Mynard, in relation
to the preparation that you undertake. Do you factor in
the availability of the private vehicles or, for exanple,
the anmenities fromthe Hancock Plantation into your
pr eparedness plan?---No, | didn't.

| presune that's because you can't know for sure what will be
avail abl e?---That's correct.

So on a day like 7 February, or | presune in any fire activity,
let's take the private vehicles. They, if you |ike,
appear ?- - - Yes.

In your experience, are they easily integrated into a strike
tean®?---No, they're not.

So how woul d you regard their involvenent in fire
suppressi on?---General ly Hancocks or HVP woul d | ook after
their own assets as such, so they don't generally cone out
and assist with CFA, but there has been interaction with

themin the past.
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Then, for exanple, |I'massum ng there would al so be property
owners who m ght have private vehicles and slip-on units
and so on?---Yes, that's correct.

Are they easily integrated into a strike tean?---No, they're
not because they've got no radio comunications to the
rest of the strike team

So are they a bonus or a hindrance?---Personally | think
they're a hindrance, yes.

In any debrief are you aware if there has been di scussi on about
the use of private vehicles?---1'"mnot aware of any
debrief with private vehicles.

M5 DOYLE: Just one matter flowng fromthat. The use of
private vehicles, there are even people at the |evel of
sector commander who may turn out in a private vehicle.
You are aware of that happening fromtinme to tine?---Yes,
| am

When t hat happens, M Mngan is one exanple of that, is there
any arrangenent in place for CFA crew who are in a private
vehicle to be equi pped with radi os or other CFA
equi pnent ?---M Mngan was. He did have a CFA radi o, but
he only has one radio in his car. Command vehicles, we
try to utilise two vehicles at |east.

What about the provision of portable radi os?---He should have a
portable radio, but it doesn't have the strength of
transm ssion as a base radio in a vehicle.

s there any protocol which applies to whether soneone wll
turn out in their private vehicle, or does it depend on
t he demands of the day and their discretion,
essentially?---1"mnot aware of any protocol.

| have no further questions, M Mnard.

<CROSS- EXAM NED BY Ms BUTTON
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M Mynard, just a few matters. You were asked about channel
204. You have said in your statenent that there is an
issue in region 10 with Vic Fire channel 204 dropping out.
Did that channel drop out on 7 February?---Not that |'m
awar e of .

You were al so asked questions about the various |logs that are
annexed to your statenent. |In particular, you were asked
who the author of the logs were. Can you explain how
those |l ogs are used and situated in the RECC in Sale? For
exanpl e, are they personal logs or are they stationed in
various places?---They are stationed in various areas, SO
each phone has a | ogbook beside it and then there is a
person sitting in that seat who will |log any incom ng
calls and outgoing calls and sone radio traffic.

So it is not surprising to you that the authors of the entries
recorded in themare not specifically identified?---No, it
doesn't surprise ne.

You have al so been asked questions about the preparations nade
in region 10 for 7 February. You referred to a tel ephone
conference with the chief officer in which you were told
to prepare to be on your own?---(Wtness nods.)

Were you also told to prepare for two scenarios, one being to
prepare for support to be available to you and also to do
a second set of scenario planning where you had no support
avail able to you?---That's correct.

Just for the benefit of the Comm ssioners, I'minstructed that
CFA has guidelines for the use of private appliances on
the fireground and this is dealt with in the statenent of
M Rees. | have no further matters for M Mnard.

M5 DOYLE: There is nothing arising, M Chairman. My

M Mynard be excused?
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CHAI RMAN:  Yes. Thank you, M Mynard. You are excused.

<(THE W TNESS W THDREW

MR ROZEN: The next witness is David O Toole. | ask M O Tool e
to cone forward to the wi tness box, please.

<DAVI D JOHN O TOOLE, affirnmed and exan ned:

MR ROZEN: M O Toole, is your full name David John
O Tool e?---Yes, it is.

You work as an M CA paranedic based in Morwell ?---That's
correct.

You are enpl oyed by Anbul ance Victoria?---Yes.

You have been in that position for about 10 years?---1 have
been enpl oyed by Anbul ance Victoria for 10 years and been
a M CA paranedic for five years.

For the last five of those 10 years?---Yes.

Bef ore worki ng for Anbul ance Victoria were you enpl oyed by the
DSE as a forester in the Heyfield district?---That's
correct.

Did you hold that position for about 11 years?---Twel ve years.

| just ask you to speak a little bit closer to the m crophone
if you could, please, M O Tool e?---Sure.

Thank you. For the assistance of the Royal Comm ssion and with
t he assistance of the Victorian Governnent Solicitors
Ofice, did you prepare a witness statenent for the
proceedi ngs?---Yes, | did.

The witness statenent is at (WT.3024. 004. 0165). Have you had
an opportunity to read through the statenent and | ook at
the attachnents before giving evidence today,

M O Tool e?---Yes, | have.

Are there any changes that you would wi sh to nake to your

statenent ?---Yes, there is.

Coul d you please identify themfor us?---Paragraph 21, which is

. Wor dwave: MB/ SK 21/ 10/ 09 9552 C TOOLE XN
Bushfires Royal Conm ssion BY MR ROZEN



© 00 N OO 0o b~ wWw N P

W oW NN N DNNNNDNDNNDNPR P P P P P R PR R
B O © 0 ~N o U0 A W N P O © 0 ~N o U0 M W N B O

at 0171.
Thank you?---At point (b) there, "Carole McMIlan" and then in
brackets "Scri be Faye Bedford". Can | change that

"scribe" to "air base manager".

So you woul d save the nane "Faye Bedford" and insert - -

-?---Rather than "scribe", have "air base manager".

So you woul d delete the word "scribe" and insert "air base
manager" ?---That's correct.

But otherw se | eave the nane "Faye Bedford" there?---That's
correct.

Are there any other changes?---Yes, there is. There are three
ot her changes.

Thank you. Which is the next one?---Paragraph 62.

That's on witness page 179?---That's correct. |If | can add to
the end of that paragraph, "Helitacks 333 and 344
conducted fire bonbing to the north-east of the tower" - -

You m ght have to just take that a bit nore slowy please. So
that's "Helitacks" - - -7?---"344 conducted fire bonbing
operations to the north-east of the tower during this

process. "

Yes?---The next change is at paragraph 64.

Wtness statenment 180?---1n the first sentence, "I was on the
ground between hours" - if you can change "1528" to be
"1539".

So that the sentence will now read, "I was on the ground

bet ween 1539 hours and 1555 hours"?---That's correct.
|s there one further change?---There is one further change,

just a typo at paragraph 69, the |ast sentence.

"I attenpted to contact Latrobe Valley air base to pass

this informati on but could not get through on the trunk”
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it replaces "truck" radio. Thank you.

Coul d you go back to the paragraph nunbered 64, please, on
W t ness page 180?---Sorry, yes.

|s there an additional word that you would seek to insert in
the third Iine?---There is. "Did not arrive at the air
base until" and insert the word "near" the end of our
operations."

So that sentence will now read, "The refuelling tanker capable
of rotors turning refuelling of helicopters did not arrive
at the air base until near the end of our operations on 7
February 2009"?---That's correct.

Wth those changes, M O Toole, are the contents of your
statenent true and correct?---Yes, they are.

| tender the statenent.

#EXHI BI T 413 - Wtness statenent of David John O Tool e
(WT. 3024. 004. 0165) and attachnents.

MR ROZEN: M O Toole, in addition to the full-tinme job that
you have wi th Anmbul ance Victoria, you also hold a
comercial pilot's |icence for an aeropl ane?---That's
correct.

And you have held that |icence since 19957?---Yes.

Further, you have been a vol unteer nenber of the CFA since
2002?---That's correct.

And in 2008 you were elected to the position of the captain of
the denmaggie rural fire brigade?---Yes, | was.

For those of us who are not locals, M O Toole, G ennaggie is
situated north of Heyfield?---That's correct, a snal
rural brigade north of Heyfield.

On the road to Licola?---That's correct.

How many nenbers are in the 3 ennmaggi e brigade?---Approxi mately

30 nenbers.
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You were also in 2008 elected to the position of deputy group

officer for the Heyfield CFA group?---That's correct.

And the Heyfield group includes the d enmaggi e bri gade?--- Yes,

it does.

can take you to paragraph 11 of your statenent, please, on
W tness page 169. You there refer to the position of air
attack supervisor. Can you tell us briefly what the role
of an air attack supervisor is and how it fits into the
All M5 structure that the Conm ssion has heard a good deal
of evidence about?---Sure. The air attack supervisor fits
within the operations section of the AIIMS structure and
reports to the ops, operations officer nomnally. The air
attack supervisor is a tactical role. It is an airborne
role generally, dispatched once a fire commences, and
devel ops strategies in line with the crews on the ground
and the operations officer to provide aerial support, to
sl ow the progression of the fire, to extinguish the fire
and provide asset protection and support to ground crews

in their endeavours.

Is the idea that the air attack supervisor supervises al

aeropl anes and helicopters that are involved in, firstly,
trying to track the fire and al so suppress the
fire?---Just a point of clarification. The tracking of
the fire can be done by an observation aircraft and that
woul d be reporting through the situations officer to the
planning team It is arole which | did conduct on the
day as well, tracking the fire, but you also are
supervising the fire bonbing aircraft in support of ground

resour ces.

At paragraph 13 you tell us that you perfornmed the role of air

attack supervisor for the Delburn fire whilst working as a
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CFA vol unteer between 29 and 31 January 20097?---That's
correct.

You al so refer in your statenent to briefings you received and
preparations that you were involved in |eading up to
7 February 20097?---Yes.

Wthout going into those in detail, were you aware that
7 February 2009 had been identified as a particularly bad
day in terns of the potential for fire?---Yes, | was.

If I can take you then to 7 February 2009, which you deal with
in your statenment comrencing at paragraph 21. Firstly,
you say at paragraph 21 that you have been assisted in
preparing your statenent by a nunber of |ogs, and you' ve
identified the logs there. You also maintai ned your own
|l og on the day as well, which has assisted you in the
preparation of your statenent?---That's correct.

You say that you arrived at the DSE Traral gon office at
0800 hours to commence standby in the position of air
attack supervisor. The Conm ssion has heard evi dence
about a prearranged inci dent nmanagenent teamthat the DSE
had in place with a M Jerem ah as the proposed incident
controller. Wre you part of that prearranged
tean?---1 was actually part of a teamthat had been
assenbl ed by Peter MEwan that was capabl e of responding
and providing support to the Del burn conplex, so | was
part of a regional support teamand | wasn't actually tied
to the | M.

| understand. M MEwan you refer to in paragraph 19 of your
statenent as the air operations manager. He was based at
t he RECC, was he, the DSE RECC?---Yes, he was, and he was
supervising aircraft operations over a nunber of going

i nci dent s.
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You spent the norning on standby upstairs at the DSE office in
Traral gon?---That's correct.

At 1245, as you explain at paragraph 26 of your statenent,

M MEwan asked you to go to the Latrobe Valley air base
to conduct a reconnai ssance and potential AAS m ssion on
the Del burn conplex with a view that fire bonbi ng m ght be
required to suppress any active fire?---Yes.

s that right?---That's correct.

So at that tinme obviously the Churchill fire that we are
principally concerned with here had not
comrenced?---That's correct.

And your responsibilities at that tinme were limted to the
duties you describe there in respect of the potential for
flare-ups with the Delburn fire?---Yes, that's correct.

At paragraph 29 you explain that you were airborne in Firebird
304 with your pilot, M Parr at 1323 hours?---That's
correct.

And you describe sone observations you nmake, and at paragraph
33 you refer to noticing a significant columm of dark
snoke, this is about six lines into paragraph 33, noticing
a significant colum of dark snoke in the area to the
sout h-east of the Churchill township?---That's correct.
That was ny first observation of that fire.

Are you able to indicate for us the height of that col um of
snoke in general ternms, the elevation?---It was
progressing for hundreds of feet, but it was a colum that
was | eaning over, can | say, with the prevailing w nd.

You say that you notified the Traralgon ICCto report the new
fire and also to clarify their intentions for the two
helicopters that you had at your disposal ?---That's

correct, because | had been tasked to the Delburn fire, so
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| needed to ensure they wanted to retask ne to the other
fire.

At paragraph 35 of your statenent you say that, having
comuni cated and sought those instructions fromthe | N,
you were then contacted by Carole at the air base
confirmng that the sighting of snoke was in fact a new
fire and that Traral gon operations were directing you to
commence fire bonbing that new fire?---Yes, that's
correct.

Was it your understanding that Carole at Latrobe Valley air
base was in contact with the operations unit at the
| MT?---Initially |I couldn't get through to the I N so
| asked Carole to communi cate ny request and then she
passed on their response.

You say in paragraph 36 that, even though you were 10
kil onetres away from what appeared to be the origin of the
fire at Churchill, you knew "the fire was going to be
unst oppabl e as direct attack would likely fail and our
only option would be to focus on the protection of life
and property."” You say, "I conmmunicated this through
Latrobe Valley air base to Geoff,"” that's
M  Kennedy?---That's correct.

And that was apparent to you fromthe very earliest nonents of
the Churchill fire?---Fromny point of observation I could
see that it had been lit at the base of a slope and was in
pl antati on and was burning with the prevailing w nd
driving it up the slope and it was quite a dark colum and
quite established fromthat first observation

At paragraph 39 you refer to the activities of the Firebird 311
and Helitack 344. Can you briefly explain to us.

Helitack is a helicopter used in fire suppression, is that
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right?---That's correct.

What sort of capacity does it have?---Helitack refers to what
we know as nmedi um capacity helicopters. They will have
either a belly tank or a bucket and they have a capacity
that ranges 1400 to 1500 litres. The 311 that's referred
to there has a smaller capacity in a bucket.

Firebird 311 is an aeroplane, is that right?---No, that's a
helicopter as well.

Anot her helicopter, but it has a smaller capacity than Helitack
3447---Yes, it does.

Are you able to indicate what its capacity is?---680 litres as
opposed to 1400 litres.

You refer at paragraph 41 to seeing CFA fire trucks approaching
the point of origin on dendonald Road?---That's correct.

At paragraph 42 you explain that in addition to directing the
tactical aircraft, and that's Helitack 344 and Firebird
311, you were also involved in reconnai ssance in respect
of the fire for the INT?---That's correct.

By reference to your statenent, if you need to, can you
descri be the observations that you nmade in that
reconnai ssance role at that stage of the fire?---M
observation was that its point of origin was near a
roadside. It had started in plantation. It was a dark
colum indicating a rapidly progressing fire with intense
behavi our and the dark columm indicating inconplete
conmbustion in terns of intense fire behaviour. The colum
was bent over, which to ne indicated an incredibly strong
prevailing wind at the fire, and it was runni ng upsl ope on
a gentle, you know, what | thought was about a 10 degree
sl ope.

At paragraph 48 of your statenent, or in 47 you refer to
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difficulties you had in conmunicating with ground crews.
Wiy is it necessary for you in the position of air attack
supervisor to be in comunication with the firefighters
that are on the ground?---Wth specific firefighting
resources, be it tankers or slip-on units or dozers,

| need to be able to communi cate where | intend dropping

| oads in support of them so it is a safety consideration.
The water and suppressant that we drop is capable of
knocking large |inbs out of trees, for exanple, and the
wei ght of the water that we drop out of the helicopter is
capabl e of presenting a danger to ground crews unless they

are aware of our sort of inpending drop.

M O Tool e, do you know M Stephen Barling, a CFA

officer?---1 don't know him no. | know of him

Were you aware that M Barling was in the initial stages of the

fire the incident controller?---Not specifically, no.

Have you becone aware of that since 7 February?---Yes, | have.

M Barling in a wtness statenent which will be tendered today

when he gives evidence, this is at (WT.3004.017.0311),
and I will just read to you what he says about this issue
of aircraft. He says at paragraph 38, "I could see
aircraft over the fire in the early part of the afternoon.
| could not conmmunicate with the aircraft flying | ow over
the fire at any stage of the day on February 7th. | tried
all the radi o channels on nunerous occasions, including
our regional channels, and also tried the trunking radio
nunmber for one of the aircraft, which had been provided to
me by the ICC. | would have liked to communicate with

the aircraft to ascertain their views on priorities from
what they could see fromthe air and to request assistance

with water drops on particul ar |ocations when the
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1 properties or crews were under serious threat." That ends
2 the reference in M Barling's statenent. |In your

3 experience performng the role that you were perform ng on
4 7 February 2009, would it be the normal situation that you
5 woul d be able to communicate with a person in M Barling's
6 position or would you ordinarily go through the incident

7 control centre?---No, it would be normal that you should

8 be able to comunicate to the on-ground operations staff.
9 Do you understand now what the difficulty was that arose on

10 7 February in that regard?---1'm begi nning to di scover

11 that fromthings | have heard even in this Conm ssion in
12 the last couple of days.

13 W have heard reference to a communi cations plan. Presunably
14 ideally such a plan woul d include conmuni cati on between a
15 person in your position and a person in M Barling' s

16 position?---Yes, it would.

17 Is it apparent that there were sone gaps in the communication
18 pl an that explain the lack of ability for you to

19 communi cate with M Barling?---1"mnot aware of the
20 specific plan. M circunstances on the day were
21 | requested the appropriate fireground frequencies,
22 fireground and command channels, and the ones | was
23 provided with didn't serve ne in that | wasn't able to
24 comuni cate effectively to those people on those
25 frequenci es.

26 You do say at paragraph 48 that you were able to work around

27 that difficulty by undertaki ng dummy runs over drop sites
28 with the helicopter siren operating. Can you just explain
29 that to us, please, M O Toole?---It is a standard
30 procedure that aircraft won't conduct a drop until they
31 have made ground crew aware that they intend dropping and
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a dummy run neans that a helicopter will do a run over the
i ntended drop zone with its siren sounding and it is part
of firefighters' training that they will be aware that
that indicates that fire bonbing aircraft is about to drop
a |l oad al ong that pathway.

| s there sone neans by which those on the ground conmuni cate
t hat awareness, in your experience?---CGenerally if they
are conducting operations, if they are on the end of a
hose, if they have a rake-hoe in their hands, generally
they will put down those tools or stop doing what they're
doi ng and renove thensel ves fromthe apparent pathway of
the aircraft.

So far as you are concerned, that worked reasonably well on
7 February?---We never dropped anywhere where we coul dn't
communi cate that to the ground, so if crewremained in the
pat hway of the aircraft, we would stand clear until we
could communi cate that with them by further use of the
siren and dummy runs.

Presumably, M O Toole, that process, although successful on
the day, is no substitute for proper radi o conmunication
with those crews?---1 think there are two issues, if | can
clarify that.

Certainly?---The dumy runs and the operation of the sirenis a
procedure that we will conduct regardl ess of whether we
have had any pre-conmuni cation

| see?---The comrunication to the operations officer on the
ground i s obviously an ideal and | was di sappoi nted that
we couldn't get that on the day.

Just while we are on the subject of conmunications
difficulties, at paragraph 54 of your statenent you refer

to becomng aware, at a tinme which you believe to be
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1 before quarter to 3 in the afternoon, becom ng aware of

2 heari ng sone transm ssion of another reconnai ssance

3 aircraft, Firespotter 386, that was working in the area.
4 You becane aware by hearing broadcasts referring to

5 Firespotter 386 on your radio, is that right?---That's

6 correct.

7 Had you been alerted before hearing those radi o broadcasts that
8 Firespotter 386 was operating in the area of the Churchil
9 fire?---1 can't recall being specifically told that or

10 notified of that aircraft prior to becom ng aware over the
11 radi o.

12 You say that you tried to get in contact wwth Firespotter 386
13 on fire comon traffic advisory frequency. | wll ask you
14 about that in a nonent, what that neans, but you say you
15 were unable to contact them Wiy did you want to contact
16 Firespotter 3867---1t is a safety consideration for any
17 tactical aircraft to be able to communi cate between each
18 other, so froma safety point of view, and | al so wanted
19 to potentially request information fromthemjust about
20 the extent of the fire fromtheir perspective at a much
21 hi gher al titude.

22 You explain that they were flying at a much higher altitude.

23 Did you think that their perspective would necessarily be
24 different to yours and therefore it m ght be of assistance
25 to you in your role?---At a greater altitude they would

26 have had a greater global picture of the devel opnent of

27 the fire.

28 Were you in the hearing room M O Toole, when we heard from
29 M Mynard, the previous wtness?---For part of his
30 subm ssi on, yes.

31 Do you know M Mynard?---Yes, we work together frequently.
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M Mynard in his witness statenent, which is now exhibit 412,
makes reference to Firespotter 386 at paragraph 37.
| don't think | need to have it brought up on the screen,
but if | can just indicate to you what M Mynard says
about Firespotter 386. He says that he arranged on
5 February for Firespotter 386 to undertake flights on
7 February and he says before Firespotter 386 went out on
7 February to conplete what he refers to as the "mlk run”
he gave the crew of Firespotter 386 a briefing and their
flight plans. 1'll just ask you two questions about that.
Do you understand the neaning of the reference to a "mlKk
run"?---Yes, | do.

VWhat does it nean?---1t is a standard observation track that
that aircraft has across regions 9 and 10, so | understand
where they would intend to be operating.

| think you have already indicated to us that it was not
brought to your attention at any tinme that Firespotter 386
had been sent up to performreconnai ssance or perhaps
rather you can't - - -?---1 can't specifically recal
t hat, no.

Were you at any stage able to nmake contact with Firespotter
3867---1 don't recall ever getting successful
communi cation to them no.

What is the fire common traffic advisory frequency that you
refer to in paragraph 54?---1t is a recognised procedure
where aircraft that have been tasked to a fire wll
nom nal ly broadcast their intentions specifically five
nautical mles prior to entering the zone of a fire to
advi se other aircraft that may be operating over the fire
that they are in the location or that they are about to

enter the vicinity of the fire. It is a recognised
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1 pr ocedur e.

2 One of the matters that you were conscious of during the course
3 of the afternoon on 7 February was the effectiveness of

4 the suppression efforts of the Helitack craft and Firebird
5 3117?---Yes.

6 \What observations did you nake about the effectiveness of fire
7 bonmbi ng as a suppression techni qgue on the

8 afternoon?---1 would say it was limted. W certainly

9 didn't conduct any direct attack. The tactic we were

10 using was asset protection and essentially we were

11 supporting the ground crews or imedi ately ahead of the
12 ground crews. In ternms of its effectiveness, the wnd

13 certainly inpaired the effectiveness of the fire bonbing
14 on the day.

15 At paragraph 65 of your statenment, M O Toole, you refer to

16 flying over the township of Bal ook at one stage. Can you
17 explain to us what you did during that tinme?---Prior to
18 headi ng for that point we'd noticed a spotfire begi nning
19 to develop in the zone, so we headed there to investigate.
20 W noted a spotfire burning on the northern side of the
21 Grand Ridge bel ow the Bal ook settlenent. W then flew
22 over to investigate whether there were going to be any

23 private property assets threatened by the devel opnent of
24 that spotfire. We saw two residences in the imediate

25 inpact if that had devel oped and we nade the residents at
26 those | ocations aware of its position using the aircraft
27 siren and hand signals to indicate this devel opi ng spot,
28 whi ch they at that point weren't aware of.

29 Did the people in houses acknow edge your hand signals and the

30 i nformati on you were providing?---By their body | anguage
31 they did indicate that they had received that information.
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Flying conditions were difficult through nost of the afternoon
on 7 February, would you agree with that?---That's
correct.

You have told us that the suppression efforts of the aircraft
that were at your disposal were of limted effectiveness.
Why did you continue to remain up in the air for the
length of tinme that you did, M O Toole?---If | can just
qualify, | did say they were limted but | didn't say they
were ineffective. | still felt there was sone value in
having the aircraft in the air, particularly for asset
protection and support of the ground crew still operating.
In terns of the role that | was performng, | was still
providing essentially intelligence into the INT as to the
devel opnent of the fire, so | sawit as critical for us to
stay in the air as long as safe to do so.

There cane a point in tine, as you describe in paragraph 1727,
where you wanted an update on weather fromthe Latrobe air
base, is that right?---That's correct.

At that tinme you were aware that there was a forecast of a
sout h-westerly w nd change?---Yes, | was.

Were you operating on a particular forecast as to the likely
timng of the change?---1 was operating and know ng t hat
it was going to be about 7 o'clock.

What was the source of that information?---1"d been nonitoring
the Fireweb for weather briefings that norning and |I had
al so been receiving CFA pagers before that day and al so on
that day to indicate the timng of the change.

Was it drawn to your attention at any tinme that a spot weat her
forecast had been obtained in the INMI during the course of
the afternoon?---1'"mnot aware of the specifics of a spot

weat her forecast.
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You sought an update on the forecast wind change from Carol e at
the air base. Wiy did you do that at 1727? Was there
sonet hing specific about that tinme that |ed you to seek
that information?---Yes. All the pilots, and
| specifically reference Matt Parr and nyself, were
starting to observe the wi nd strengtheni ng and becom ng
nmore erratic and we observed or our appreciation of that
was it was pre-frontal, that the weather change nust be
fairly close to occurring.

From your experience of weather changes, those signs were
present which indicated to you that it nay well be com ng
earlier than the 1900 hours you were operating on?---That
was ny appreciation fromthe prevailing w nd.

You explain in paragraph 71 that some nine mnutes after
seeking the update on the information you were contacted
by the Latrobe Valley air base and advised to return
i medi ately as a severe wi nd change was inmm nent?---That's
correct.

At the point at which you received that information, you were
| ooki ng at the nost southern spotfire that was west of
Yarranf?---Yes, and can | just qualify that | am aware that
they had been trying to contact ne for several m nutes
prior to actually getting in contact with ne.

That is that the Latrobe Valley air base had been trying to
contact you?---That's correct.

Was there any direct comunication fromthe I1CC to you about
the wi nd change situation?---Not direct fromthe |ICC
There wasn't nuch direct conmunication between you and the | CC
during the course of the afternoon, or was there?---Ceoff

Kennedy and nysel f had several conversations throughout

the afternoon and they were both whilst | was on the
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ground earlier in the day refuelling and via trunk radi o,
but that probably anpbunted to four or five comunications
t hroughout the afternoon. The other communication |I had
was via Latrobe Valley air base.

When you were notified of the inmnent wi nd change that you
descri be at paragraph 71, what was the flying tine from
there to the Latrobe Valley air base?---1 think it was in
t he order of about 15 m nutes, 15 to 20 m nutes.

| s that dependent on weather at all? D d the fact that the
wind was still blowing fromthe north-west inpact on that
flying tinme?---Yes, our transition fromdown the eastern
side, it had only taken us five or six mnutes, and to get
back up on that western side into the northerly wi nd took
us at least twice that tine because the wind strength had
pi cked up severely fromthe north.

Utimitely you did return back to the air base prior to the
arrival of the wind change, but it was a pretty close
call, wasn't it, M O Toole?---1t was only a nunber of
m nutes prior to the wi nd change, yes.

I f you had still been in the air when the wi nd change, which we
have heard was a severe south-westerly wi nd change
arrived, what would have been the effect on your
safety?---1 would hope that we woul d have sought refuge on
the ground prior to the wind change, but it was a
significant threat to our safety.

You say in paragraph 73 that another aircraft which you now
know to be Firespotter 386 wasn't able to land at the
Latrobe Vall ey aerodrone due to the conditions. Do you
know what they did?---They nmade two approaches into
Latrobe Valley, couldn't get in and they departed to the

east and | believe they | anded at West Sale.
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At paragraph 73 you say that on |anding you held a m nor
debrief. Wo was involved in the debrief?---Several of
the pilots. Carole McMI1lan conducted the debrief as the
aircraft officer. The radio operator, Jen Houghton, had
taken off to defend her own property, so it was nyself and
the pilots and the remaining support staff at the air base
and Carol e.

Anongst those who were present at the debrief, did anyone
express surprise that the wind change had arrived about an

hour earlier than that 1900 hours prediction that you had

been operating on?---1 don't recall anyone expressing
t hat .
VWhat were the matters that were discussed at the debrief?---1t

was nore of an organisational nature, the |ogistics of
what we needed in terns of support we needed for the next
day's operating, what tinme we would be comenci ng
operations in the norning, whether there had been any
safety issues that we needed to address, where we were
staying and being watered and fed that night. It was of
that sort of nature.

Did the issue of the inability to communicate with Firespotter
386 conme up at the debrief?---It was a m nor point during
the debrief and | noted that we needed to address it prior
to operating the foll ow ng day.

Was it addressed satisfactorily fromyour point of view?---Yes,
it was.

Did you find out what the problemwas in terns of that
inability to conmuni cate?---1 now know that it was an
issue with the particular conmuni cations box which is
| ocated in that aircraft whenever it is tasked to do a

fire spotting operation, so there was an issue with the
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1 techni cal operation of that box.

2 They are the matters that | have for M O Toole at this tine,

3 Conmi ssi oners.

4 COW SSIONER MCLEOD: M O Tool e, fromyour evidence you have

5 given us a picture that alnost fromthe initial point when
6 the Churchill fire was first observed, in your judgnent it
7 | ooked as though it was going to be uncontroll abl e.

8 Notw t hstandi ng that there were a couple of aircraft able
9 to put water onto the fire very quickly, | think you have
10 given us evidence that fairly quickly you were re-affirned

11 in your viewthat it wasn't going to be able to be
12 contai ned and that the efforts needed to be directed
13 towards asset and life protection. |Is that a fair
14 description?---That's a fair sumary.

15 Do you have any view about the effectiveness of aerial support

16 for first attack if it is able to get to a fire quickly
17 enough and in sufficient quantity or capacity to be able
18 to have an effect on suppression of a fire early inits
19 life, or do you think that in the circunstances on the 7th
20 the fires were building up so quickly that, even with
21 substantial aerial support, fire suppression at that early
22 stage is either likely or unlikely to be successful ?---MW
23 opinion is that, regardless of the aircraft that | may
24 have had avail abl e and been able to access, that direct
25 attack on the fire was still going to be ineffectual and
26 that if there were nore aircraft available with | arger
27 capacities and in a tinefranme that was qui cker than we got
28 them or could have got them that we still would have been
29 into asset protection and protection of |life and property
30 only. W would have had no inpact on the actual course
31 and progression of the main fire.
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What sort of capacity aircraft do you have in mnd there? Are

you tal king about aircraft of the type that have been
generally used in Victoria or, if aircraft as we know now
of a larger capacity that are operating on fires around
the world were avail able, would they have been of any

assi stance, in your judgnent, on a fire of this

ki nd?---This is nmy opinion only. M opinion is that the
aircraft fleet and the type of aircraft that we use, the

| arger capacity helicopters that we use are the idea
aircraft to be operating in Victoria. The |arger capacity
aircraft that | think you mght be referring to are the
larger fixed wing jets that we see internationally are
unlikely to be suitable for that sort of fire. But what

| would also |like to qualify that with is the intensity of
the fire that we were dealing with on the 7th, aircraft or
suppression, no matter what the capacity, would not have
had an inpact. Aircraft suppression works up to a
specific intensity and beyond that intensity of fire,
which we were well beyond, the aircraft resources are used
not for suppressing the fire but for support of ground
crews and in suppression of fires around assets. Large
capacity aircraft that drop retardants ahead of fires, the
problemw th dropping |arge retardant | oads ahead of the
fires with these |large capacity aircraft is that the
spotfires that we observed on the day would junp over any
lines that we put in front of the fire. So that's ny

per sonal opi nion.

MR ROZEN: Just a matter arising fromthe question by

Comm ssi oner MLeod. You said, M O Tool e, that the
| arger aircraft that are used internationally are

unsui table for Victorian conditions, in your opinion. Wy
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is that? |s that because of the spotting point you just
made or is there sone other reason they are

unsui tabl e?---Sorry, there are two specific points. The
conditions that we had on the day woul d have nmade t hem
unsui t abl e because of the intensity fromthat perspective.
The second point, | would say currently in Victoria the

| ogi stics support required for having those aircraft
operating is not established. Traditionally where those
aircraft operate is where they have access to |large

vol unmes of water and retardant at |arge fixed bases of a
capacity simlar to Avalon airport or simlar. So, large
mlitary bases dotted all around the United States can
support that style of operation. Currently in Victoria we
don't have that |level of infrastructure to support those

operations at present.

Thank you. They are ny matters. M Celland has sone

questions for M O Tool e.

<CROSS- EXAM NED BY MR CLELLAND:

M O Toole, can | take up the Iine of questioning from

Comm ssi oner McLeod. | have been recently provided with
an aircraft preparedness plan. Wat it does is actually
list the aircraft that, as | understand it, were avail able
in Victoria on the 7th. | think that that can actually be
brought up on the screen. You will see at the top of the
docunent it says, "Prepared on 5/2/2009 1500 for

8/2/2009". I'minstructed that these are, though, the
aircraft that are available in Victoria through the State
Airdesk. Firstly, are you famliar with that docunent,

M O Tool e?---1"mnow famliar wth that docunment. The
contents, the spreadsheet that is detailed there, | have

seen in another format on the website, State Aircraft Desk
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1 website.

2 Can | just ask you to - and if you need a hard copy | have one
3 nmore which | am happy to have handed to you in the wtness
4 box if it is easier?---Thank you.

5 Just in general terns, you have been asked sone questions about
6 the large fixed wing jets. | think there has been sone

7 di scussions in recent tinmes in the nedia about those and
8 we m ght have seen even 747s dropping retardants over

9 fires in California and you have expressed an opi ni on

10 | think about those type of aircraft; is that

11 right?---Yes, that's correct. M understanding of the

12 current use of those aircraft is that they are

13 traditionally - they are being used for |ine building well
14 ahead of the fire on large ridges well ahead of the fire,
15 is nmy current understandi ng.

16 According to the preparedness plan provided through the State

17 Airdesk there were five of the heavy Helitacks avail able
18 or at least in use or available on the day. |In general

19 ternms, can you tell us what a type 1 heavy Helitack

20 is?---At the nonent there are two types that are being

21 used. The air-crane, the Elvis that we have all seen, is
22 one of those types. It has a belly tank and it has a

23 capacity of about 9,000 litres. The other type is a

24 Si korsky S61, which is a type that can either have a belly
25 tank or a |l arge bucket and it has a capacity in the order
26 of 5,000 litres.

27 Typically those helicopters, would they carry retardant or

28 foan®?---The beauty of helicopters is in short turnarounds
29 and generally to carry retardant you need to have the fire
30 | ocated close to a support base providing that retardant
31 or the facility to be able to |load that retardant into
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those aircraft. So helicopters normally of that capacity
normal ly carry water and inject foamthrough their
syst ens.

Can | just clarify this. Retardant is sonething that is, as
| understand it, laid down by aircraft in the path of the
fire or for asset protection, rather than being applied
directly to a fire?---That's correct.

Ret ardant or reserves of retardant are |ocated at air bases,
whi ch requires planes or helicopters to return to an air
base to refuel with the retardant?---That's correct.

So is it generally the case, although not always, that
helicopters will carry water injected with foamrather
than retardant?---That's correct.

The reasoning for that is at least twofold. Firstly, that
helicopters can refill with water out in the field near
the fireground?---That's one of the primry reasons, yes.

As | understand it, they carry a reserve of foamwhich is then
introduced or mxed with the water?---That's correct.

The second reason is that the helicopters can actually |ay down
the foamin a nore precise way than can a fixed w ng
aircraft?---That is true.

The foam gets applied directly to the fire rather than in the
path of the fire?---Foaminjected into water is used to
suppress the fire rather than as a retardant line in front
of the fire.

You said in answer to a question that the intensity of the
fire, for exanple the fire at Churchill, in your view
meant that applying water m xed with foam was not a

f easi bl e approach?---Sorry, could you repeat the question?

The intensity of the Churchill fire in your view neant that
applying foam what | will call foam but water with foam
. Wor dwave: MB/ SK 21/ 10/ 09 9574 C TOOLE XXN
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1 added to it, that it wasn't feasible to put that directly
2 onto the fire because of the intensity?---Not directly on
3 the firefront, the main firefront, but it was applicable

4 in the devel opnent of spotfires or around where fires were
5 i npacting on assets.

6 What | wanted to ask you was | think you indicated that there

7 was a |level of intensity beyond which there would be no

8 utility in applying the foamdirectly to the firefront.

9 Are you able to tell the Conm ssion what that |evel of

10 intensity is, if it is neasurable?---There is a

11 t heoretical value that we work to and that's

12 3,000 kilowatts per netre, which is the level at which, if
13 we put retardant in front of a fire, we would expect that
14 fire to stop and not be able to progress through that

15 retardant line. Beyond that |evel, and that |evel was

16 certainly exceeded on the day, and | don't pretend to know
17 what the intensity that we had on the day was, but in ny
18 experience we were worlds apart fromthat level. W

19 woul dn't have expected retardant lines |aid ahead of the
20 fire to have stopped, one, the main fire, and al so they
21 woul d have done nothing to stop the progression of
22 spotfires ahead of the main fire.
23 | think there is also a concern, is there not, sonetines about
24 splitting the head of the fire by laying down a
25 retardant?---That is also a consideration. |[|f the
26 retardant line that you are attenpting to lay is not of an
27 adequate strength and isn't put in in an adequate
28 timefranme before the progression of the fire, the fire can
29 actually stop burning where the retardant line is of a
30 significant barrier and it can actually then burn around
31 that and devel op two separate heads with the threat of two
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separate fires.

In terns of water and foam being laid down directly onto the
fire, is that able to be done up to about that sane |eve
of intensity of fire that you have j ust
descri bed?---That's the rule that we would use for the
application of water to be able to suppress a fire.

Judgi ng by your earlier evidence, is it correct to say that
shortly after the devel opnent of this fire, at |east when
you had cone overhead and nmade your initial observations,
it had al ready exceeded that |evel of intensity?---That's
correct.

Just returning to this list, if I mght, very quickly. The
next listing of aircraft are the so-called type 2 nedi um
Helitacks. Again they are helicopters?---That's correct.

What's the difference between a type 1 heavy and a type 2
medi un?---They are what we call a nedi um capacity
aircraft. If | can draw a |local analogy. The air
anbul ance that we operate here, the size of the aircraft,
it can have either a belly tank or a bucket, and if it is
carrying a belly tank it has a capacity of about
1,400 litres, as opposed to the belly tank on the type 1s
which may be up to 9,000 litres.

As | understand it, none of the type 1 helicopters were used in
relation to the Churchill fire on the 7th?---None were
used. We certainly requested them

They were being enployed in fires el sewhere in the
state?---That's ny under st andi ng.

What about type 2? Were any of those being enpl oyed?---W
requested type 2s and we got an additional type 2. W
al ready had operating one type 2, that was 344, and we

requested additional type 2s and we ended up with Helitack
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333 comng down froma fire that was already running up at
Dar go.

So, according to this list, Helitack 344 was | ocated at the
Latrobe Valley airfield?---That's correct.

And 333, | think you said that had been involved in the Dargo
fires and was at the Heyfield helipad?---No, that's
incorrect. It was actually |ocated up at Dargo on the
7th, the nmorning of the 7th, and that's where it was
di spat ched from when we requested it.

There is then a reference to a so-called type 1 |arge Helitack
401. What's the difference between that and one of the
medi um Hel i tacks?---1 think that's just an error in the
presentation, that information

We then go to type 3 lights, and they are all described as
Firebirds with various nunbers. Are they water-carrying
helicopters?---Primarily they are usually used as
reconnai ssance platforns or a platformfor the air attack
work that | was doing or infra-red scanning platform
They can carry a small capacity bucket.

You were in | think Firebird 304, were you not?---That's
correct.

| think Firebird 311 actually did have a bucket attached to it,
that was the HVP helicopter?---That's correct. It had a
680 litre bucket.

Apart fromthe aircraft you were in, which were the two other
helicopters that were enpl oyed over the Churchill fire
through the State Airdesk?---Initially tasked to the fire
was 344. 311, the HVP nmachi ne, self-dispatched because
the fire comenced in HVP | and and was then shortly after
allocated to the fire under ny tasking. Helitack 333 was

di spatched from Dargo approxi mately two hours into the
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progression of the fire.

If we can just go down that l|ist quickly, there are a nunber of
Fi rebonbers, 351 and thereafter. As | understand it, two
of those, 358 and 361, were available at Latrobe Valley
airfield on the day?---If | can just correct you. They
were in the region. They were actually enployed on the
day on the Bunyip fire. At the comencenent of this fire
they actually had already been grounded at | believe Tyabb
and they had been grounded due to flying conditions being
i nappropriate for fixed wi ng operations.

Had it not been for the flying conditions, would they have been
sui table or at |east have been useful in the Churchil
fire?---There woul d have been a role, but that goes back
to the overall intensity of the fire.

Al right.

COW SSI ONER McLECD: M O Toole, just rem nd us of the
capacity of the fire bonbers?---They are in the order,
those particular fire bonbers are in the order of
2,800 litres.

MR CLELLAND: M Chairman, can | tender that |ist which was, as
| say, provided very recently fromthe State Airdesk

#EXH BI'T 414 - Aircraft preparedness plan prepared at 5/2/09
15. 00 (DSE. 006. 0022. 0007).

MR CLELLAND: At annexure 2 to your statenment, M O Toole
there is a docunent that's headed "Special briefing for
Thursday 5 February 2009". Anongst other things, that
briefing makes five dot points that were identified as
being matters for careful consideration. Firstly, that
the effectiveness of aircraft will be reduced and in sone
cases restricted at wi nd speeds between 35 and 45

kil ometres an hour. Can | just ask you this, and this is
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in terns of dropping either retardant or water injected
wth foam Are there wind speeds at which that becones not
feasible in terns of actually |aying dowmn the materi al
onto the fire or in front of it?---Firstly, with retardant
bei ng generally dropped fromfixed w ng?

Yes?---Fi xed wi ngs becone restricted at generally |ower air
speeds because they are obviously not as nmanoeuvrabl e and
there are safety considerations. So, we had already
exceeded on the day the wi nd speeds where they woul d have
been appropriate, so retardant was unlikely and unsuitable
to be used fromthat time on, fromeven before the fire
started. Wth regards to foam bei ng dropped as a
suppressant, beyond about 35 kilonetres an hour you are
starting to see foamdrifting and the pilots have to
adj ust the anobunt or concentrations of foam They have to
put essentially |less foamand nore water to ensure that
the dropped | oad actually ends up getting anywhere near
the intended drop site. The wind tends to inpact and
force the load to drift.

Above 30 kilonetres an hour wi nd speeds, is that a question of
the capacity of the aircraft to fly or the capacity of
either the retardant or the suppressant to be laid
down?---1t's a factor of both, actually.

Is it fair to say that above 60 kil onetres an hour w nds, even
the type 1 helicopters will be unlikely to be
effective?---That's correct.

You say that the role that you decided upon for the aircraft,
if it wasn't direct attack, could still be valuable in
terns of asset protection. Can you just explain how that
actually worked on the day in terns of your role as an air

attack supervi sor and where that asset protection took
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pl ace?---The assets that we were protecting initially were
on the north-east and north-west of the initial points of
origin of the fire. Sorry, on the east and western fl anks
of the fire. As the fire progressed, the western flank
di d not beconme so nmuch of a concern, it was nore the
eastern flank, as the fire was progressing south. The way
we enployed the aircraft was to either support assets that
we coul d obviously see CFA tankers or private property,
private assets trying to support, so we would enpl oy our
machi nes to drop | oads ahead of those crews or in support
of what they were doing. But there were often tines where
there was no actual ground support on site and we could
see a threat to a structure, a house, and we woul d provide
a load immedi ately adjacent to the asset prior to a
spotfire or the main fire inpacting that asset.

So in the first case you mght identify that there were crews
either going to an area of fire where there were houses in
the path of the fire and you mght identify that as an
area where the helicopters could put down sone suppressant
to protect those crews?---That's correct.

And that's the kind of drop that you were tal king about before
where you would do a dummy run first of all?---That's
correct.

Sound your siren?---Yes.

And then the crews woul d know there was going to be a drop and
then the helicopters would | ay down the
suppressant?---That's correct.

And then there were other occasions where, even if there
weren't crews there, you m ght see houses that appeared to
be under threat and try and put down sone suppressant on

the fires there?---That's correct. | guess the other
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situation was in the case of the m crowave tower where we
were aware there was a crew undertaki ng a backburn prior
to the point of the main fire inpacting onit. W

enpl oyed the helicopters to drop sone | oads, and this was
on the main fire and we knew it was going to have m ni nal
i npact, but we were trying to slowthe fire in that
particular zone to allow the backburn to get nore depth
and provide them sone safety.

just about to ask that. That was out of a concern for
their safety because they appeared to be in sone peril in
the position that they were in?---They had a m ni nal
anount of tinme to get that backburn in place before the
main fire inpacted, so we were trying to buy thema little

bit of time before that main fire inpacted.

You nentioned at paragraph 25 of your statenment that shortly

after lunch M Hans Van El npt, the forward-| ooking
infra-red operator who had been obtaining an infra-red
image in Firebird 304 over the Del burn conpl ex
particularly north of Mrboo North, returned to the
Traral gon office. Can | ask you this: What is the
forward-1ooking infra-red and was it effective on the day
or useable on the day?---To your first question, it is
establ i shed technol ogy that we use. It detects
differences in the background heat of the |andscape and
the heat that is emtted by hotspots. It was being used
up on the Delburn fire earlier on in the day to try and
determ ne hotspots that ground crews m ght need to be
focused on then to prevent escapes. It does require a
difference in thermal tenperature between the background,
t he background | andscape. On the day | was aware that

they flew back and said that they were fairly ineffectua
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because the background | andscape was quite hot and they
couldn't determ ne any differences between hotspots in the
background | andscape.

You were asked sonme questions about comruni cati ons between
yourself and the INMI. Typically would you be
communicating with the IMT or with the aircraft controller
at the air base here?---The conmunication to the air base

was always of a tineliness that | could al ways get them
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pretty much. They have both aeronautical frequencies and
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trunking capacity. So, if there was an urgent nessage or

=
=

sonething | really needed to transmt at that tine,

=
N

| would transmt that to the air base and ask themto pass

[
w

that informati on on or seek clarification.

14 You spoke about sone difficulty at paragraph 47, and although

15 you said you have since found out reasons why that m ght
16 have been, | don't think you el aborated on them In brief
17 terns was that because of the amount of traffic, the heavy
18 traffic on that frequency?---1s that in reference to the
19 fireground?

20 This is nowin relation to the fireground frequency. |If you

21 have a | ook at paragraph 47 you will see that you explain
22 you had the incorrect frequency for a while and then you
23 go on to say, "It is inportant that |I can conmunicate

24 i nstantaneously with the fireground and the heavy traffic
25 on the frequency did not allow for this"?---That's

26 correct.

27 You then said, "To address this issue the fireground would

28 communi cate their requests for assistance via the I MT on
29 the conmmand channel™ and the IMT would relay that to you
30 via trunk?---1f | can just clarify, | cannot recall any
31 specific cases where that actually transpired.
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But that was available as an alternative way of doing it on the
day?- - - Yes.

Just finally, can | ask you to go to paragraph 65. This is the
paragraph in which you expl ai ned the use of your siren and
sone signalling to people in the Bal ook area. As
| understand it, the people on the ridge were on the ridge
and woul d not have been able to see a spotfire in a valley
bel ow or on the other side of the hill?---That's correct.

Your thinking was they woul dn't have been expecting that fire
because it was approximately 17 kil onetres ahead of the
main fire?---That's correct.

The way you went about it was actually to fly |ow over them and
sound your siren?---That was initially to draw their
attention out fromtheir houses, yes.

What | wanted to ask you about that was how | ow woul d you have
to fly over an area so that people on the ground coul d
actually hear the siren on the helicopter as a
warning?---1 can't talk of all the variables, but on the
day we were flying at a couple of hundred feet and that
alerted them

Is that a safe height to fly at for a helicopter?---Provided
that you are flying - the | ower you go, the slower you
have to go, so as long as you are cogni sant of the dangers
of powerlines and other hazards. But 200 feet is not an
exceptionally | ow height.

I n your experience, at 200 feet a siren froma helicopter would
be an audi ble alarmfor people on the ground?---That's
traditionally the sort of altitude we would fly for the
ground crews that we are alerting, so, yes.

|"'msure wind plays a role in this, but is it possible to

comnmuni cate at that height by a public address system out
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of a helicopter?---I"msure it is, but on the day we
percei ved the wi nd woul d have had too nuch distortion and
we didn't use the PA. | had that discussion with ny pil ot
and we perceived it woul d have been i nappropriate under

t hose conditions; it wouldn't have been effectual.

Do you know of any experinentation or trials using sirens or
other fornms of alarns in helicopters in tinmes of
energency?---1'"mnot aware of anything that currently
exists in Victoria. | amaware it has been used el sewhere
in the world in tines of energencies, yes.

I ncluding, | think, tsunam warnings in New Zeal and?---There
has been a trial of PAs for early warning in densely
popul ated environs in New Zeal and, but that is ny only
know edge of any experinentation fromthat point of view.

Thank you, M O Tool e.

MR ROZEN: There are no matters arising fromthe
cross-examnation. Could M O Tool e pl ease be excused?

CHAI RMAN:  Yes. Thank you, M O Toole. You are excused.

<(THE W TNESS W THDREW

CHAI RMAN: W& wi || take the break

(Short adjournnent.)

M5 DOYLE: Conmmissioners, | call Steven Barling.

<STEVEN JOHN BARLI NG affirmed and exam ned:

M5 DOYLE: Your full nanme is Steven John Barling?---That's
correct.

You are a volunteer for the CFA and the captain of the
Churchill fire brigade?---That's correct.

Your day job is at Monash University?---Correct.

What do you do there?---1 work as a systens analyst in the
student adm nistration area.

You have a long history of experience with the CFA. You have
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been a nenber since 1986 and captain of the Churchill fire
bri gade for about 12 years?---That's correct.

Prior to that you've held positions including |ieutenant and
secretary of the Churchill fire brigade and indeed
received a 20 year badge in recognition of your years of
service with the CFA?---That's correct.

Your brigade at Churchill is part of the Morwell and district
group of fire brigades and you are equi pped with a punper
- this is in paragraph 6 of your statenent - a
f our-wheel -drive tanker and a four-wheel -drive twn cab,
about 37 nenbers in the brigade in total ?---That's
correct.

You have al so prepared with the assistance of Victorian
Governnent Solicitors a statenent setting out sonme details
about your experience and the events of
February 7th?---That's right.

Are the contents of that statenent true and correct?---Yes,

t hey are.

| tender that statenent.

#EXH BI' T 415 - Wtness statenent of Steven John Barling
(WT.3004.017.0304) and attachnents.

M5 DOYLE: As you say in paragraph 7 of your statenent, the
role of captain includes | eading and managi ng the bri gade
menbers and also |l eading on the fireground in a command
role?---That's correct.

W will go to the events of the 7th in a nonent, but as events
unfol ded during the Churchill fire, because you got to the
scene of the fire quite quickly, you were initially an
i ncident controller on the ground at the fire
scene?---Yes. Once | arrived | took over control, yes.

Just conpleting the picture in terns of your qualifications, in
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1 paragraph 8 you note that you have qualifications both in
2 structure and wildfire fighting, and you are qualified and
3 endorsed as a sector conmander and an incident controller
4 at level 2 incidents?---That's correct.

5 You have attended a nunber of |arge incidents during your

6 history with the CFA. Just turning to paragraph 9 you

7 mention a couple of those, the 2003 Alpine fires, the

8 G ppsland fires a few years ago and indeed just in the

9 week before these fires the Del burn conplex required you
10 to take on the role of sector commander?---That's correct.
11  You say in paragraph 9 that after working on those Del burn

12 fires you were rested after the norning change of shift on
13 30 January but then returned on the 31st to assisting with
14 arrangenents coordinating the brigade's activities. How
15 many days were you occupied with CFA vol unteer duties

16 between 31 January and 7 February? Ws it every

17 day?---Every day there was sonething to be done, not

18 necessarily to arrange crews, but sone of it was just in
19 di scussions with brigade nenbers.

20 Your statenent then turns to tal king about the |ead-up to the

21 7th. You say in paragraph 11 that, know ng the forecast
22 conditions, you requested that the nenbers of your brigade
23 be ready and available to respond on the 7th but then in
24 fact on the norning of the 7th you decided to page them
25 all and ask those who were available to come into the

26 station at noon. So, just pausing there, this is before
27 you knew about the Churchill fire, obviously?---That's

28 correct.

29 Was it sonething of a precautionary neasure to nake sure you

30 had your people at the station?---Yes, it was. The w nd
31 was progressively getting worse during the day and
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| believed that it would be to our advantage to have crews
avail able for i medi ate response rather than for perhaps a
four mnute delay if we are responding from hone.

So you saved yourself a good deal of tine there in the sense
that they didn't have to cone fromhone to the station
you had them at the station and ready?---That's correct.

You al so arrived at the station at noon on the Saturday and a
nunmber were already there having responded to your
page?---That's correct.

Even before the Churchill fire took off, you and your crew were
i nvol ved in a huge anount of activity between noon and
1. 30, a nunber of small events that occurred in that
hour?---That's right.

You nention those in paragraph 14 onwards. You were paged out
to a grass fire near the Princes Freeway. You then had a
flare-up at the Creanery Road fire in Yinnar and a nunber
of other events required the attendance of your
crews?---That's right.

If we take matters through to paragraph 20 in your statenent,
that's when you first hear about a grass and scrub fire at
d endonald Road in Churchill. The first appliance to
attend the fire was the Churchill punper?---That's
correct.

And they were deployed through the Vic Fire systen?---1 believe
t hey were depl oyed because soneone attended at the station
and indicated that there was a fire. So they were already
en route, | believe, at the tine of the page fromVic
Fire.

So they had notice even in advance of any 000 call system
because a nenber of the public had seen the

fire?---1 believe so, yes.
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So the Churchill punper heads out to the fire. You becane
aware of that when you were on your way back to Churchil
having dealt with other matters in the norning?---Yes,
that's correct. | was nmade aware of the fire at Churchil
through a page while | was at Yinnar.

If we go to paragraph 23 you refer to the fact that on the way
back to Churchill you saw the Churchill tanker at the side
of the road. This is a different appliance. You stopped
to investigate and you were advi sed the vehicle had
overheated. So what arrangenents did you nmake?---1 took a
couple of the crewwth nme in the support vehicle and the
others remained with the tanker to attenpt to get it back
to the Churchill station where we would get the nechanica
officers to have a | ook at what the problem was.

You then nade radio contact with Bruce Mongan, who is the
captain of the Yinnar South fire brigade. You believe at
that tinme he was already at d endonald Road?---That's
correct.

Prior to you getting to d endonald Road, M Mingan was t he nost
seni or CFA nenber there?---1 understood that Bruce at that
stage was in control of appliances attending to the fire.

The two of you di scussed sone options in terns of coordinating
the appliances that were attendi ng?---Yes, that's correct.

By that tinme had you heard on the radio that the first
appliance to attend had indicated there was a need to
"Make tankers 20"?---Yes, | had heard that on the radio.

What does that nean?---1t neans that we want 20 tankers to be
di spatched to that event.

That's a large initial response?---Yes, it is.

Does it indicate or did it indicate to you that the first crew

arriving had forned an early inpression that there would
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be a need for a lot of resources to be depl oyed?--- Yes,
that was one of the indicators. M first inpression once
we turned to head back to Churchill was the anount of
snoke fromthe fire, and that was really the first
indication that | had that it was going to be a very
significant fire, given the anmount of snoke already at
that early stage.

Fol | owi ng your discussion with M Mongan, initially you thought
it mght be appropriate to set up a control point at
Jeeral ang West Road?---Yes. W discussed nme going up to
have a | ook at what was up there. Sone of that was to do
with to have a | ook at the extension of the fire already
and al so to assist us in making the best choice for a
control point.

When you got there, however, it seened that because the fire
had al ready travell ed past that |ocation, it seened that a
better control point would be back at the @ endonal d Road
area?---Yes, that's correct.

Did you then nmake your way to d endonald Road?---Yes, that's
right.

Arriving there at about 27?---Around about.

M  Mongan, as we have di scussed, was already perform ng the
role of incident controller. \Wen you arrived, by
agreenent with M Mongan, you assuned that role of
i ncident controller?---That's correct.

Did you know what the arrangenents were in terns of whether an
| CC woul d be avail able to take control of the
fire?---1 expected that there would be an ICC to take
control based on know edge fromthe I CC existing fromthe
previous fire at Del burn and, due to the significant

weat her that was expected, | expected that they would be
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ready to roll straightaway.

When did you first hear fromthe incident nanagenent team at
the Traralgon | CC?---The first contact that | had was from
Brett Mtchell when he advised ne, and | can't be specific
on the tine, but between 2.30 and 3 o' clock, and he gave
me sone details on the radio channels that we were to use
for conmand and for fireground traffic.

So you got the word, as you say in paragraph 29, that channe
191 was command channel, channel 125 was your fireground
channel ?---That's correct.

And he gave you sone information that Firebirds 333, 304 and
311 woul d be deployed during the fire?---That's correct.

At that tinme when you had contact wwth M Mtchell did he tel
you what position you were to occupy? Did he tell you, for
exanpl e, that you were now a division conmander?---1 don't
recall that.

Were you told at any tinme during the day of the 7th that you
had a formal position or a formal designation as a
di vi sion commander?---1 don't believe | had that specific
di scussion. M expectation, given the area that we were
operating in, is that I was a division commander, but
| don't believe there was a discussion that said that
specifically.

As events unfol ded, regardl ess of what your title was, you
treated yourself as responsible for three sectors: the
Jeeral ang West Road sector, Thonson Road sector and
G endonal d Road sector?---Yes, that's correct. That was
in the early parts of the fire.

| mght just ask that you be shown for your assistance exhibit
386. It may be hel pful throughout your evidence just to

keep track of the nanes of the crew and the tankers. Can
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you go to page (TEN. 110.001.0003). | know you didn't
prepare this, M Barling. It really represents an anmal gam
of the material that is before the Comm ssion. Do you see
at page 3 there is a heading "Initial deploynent on

7 February"; have you got that page?---Yes.

Traral gon South division, and there is a reference to the three
sectors | have just spoken of, Jeeral ang Wst Road
et cetera?---Yes.

In terns of Jeeral ang West Road, did you understand M NMbngan
to be the person who was acting as the sector conmander of
that |ist of crew?---Yes, | did.

Thonmson Road was M Craig Wod?---That's correct.

And d endonal d Road was M Ray Beaton?---That's correct.

So obviously sitting under those gentlenen were the list of
appliances that you see in the three boxes?---Correct.

Agai n, whatever your title, you regarded yourself as in charge
of those three sectors and therefore you liaised during
the day wth Messrs Mongan, Wod and Beaton?---Yes, that's
correct.

At this time, 2 o'clock onwards, what sort of vehicle or
appliance were you in?---1 was in a four-wheel-drive twn
cab utility that the brigade owned.

The facilities that you had available in that, was there a
portabl e radi o?---1 believe there was a portable radio.
There were also two nobile radios, and | had a tel ephone
that | carry personally.

Your own nobil e phone?---That's right, yes.

You nention later on in your statenent one issue that arose
during the day was using your own nobil e phone you didn't
have a charger available in that vehicle to keep that

battery supplied?---That's correct.
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Looki ng at paragraph 30 of your statenent, you tal k about one
of the matters that arose early on in this firefight. You
note that you liaised with the police on scene at the
control point regarding warning |l ocal residents in the
vicinity of the fire. Do you renenber who the police were
or which station they were fromat that point?---No,
| don't.

You say that they were trying to determ ne who had | eft hones
and who wanted to stay and protect their properties.
"This informati on woul d assist us in allocating
priorities.” You have made a note of that. Perhaps if we
have a | ook at your log. It is attachnment 2 to your
statenent. It starts at (WT.3004.017.0322). It |ooks
li ke there you have nmade a note of sone information about
contact fromM Mtchell at the top of the page; do you
see that?---Yes.

"' m | ooking about two-thirds of the way down, "Thonson, four

famlies". Can you just tell us what the rest of that
entry says?---1 think it says, "Four famlies with fire
pl an. Rest evacuated. Boolarra police". | say "Boolarra

police' because | know the Bool arra policeman by sight but
| couldn't tell you what his nane was.

So there was soneone out there from Boolarra police. Was it
the police officer who said to you - they had doorknocked
the area, had they?---They had been down Thonson Road and
visited the properties along Thonson Road, yes.

Havi ng done that, they cane back with the summary, "W have
four famlies with a fire plan", and that suggested to you
they were going to stay and defend?---That's correct.

"The rest have left"?---That's correct.

Did you use that or feed that into your plan in terns of
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devoti ng asset protection resources if possible to the
four famlies who were going to stay?---1t was a
consideration of all of the properties and people as well

in that area.

You then note in paragraph 31 you set about dividing the fire

into sectors and allocating resources. W have just

| ooked at a chart which helps with sone of that. You kept
notes to keep track of things at the d endonald sector, at
J West sector and you have nade reference there to

M Mongan and M Beaton. You note also that you tasked

M Wod, captain of the WIllung South fire brigade, to the
sout hern end of Thonson Road. Tell us how you keep track
of things in an evolving situation like this. You have
referred in paragraph 32 to the T-Card system Can you
tell us how that works?---The T-Card systemis a
relatively sinple systemthat we use to assist us in
tracking resources. The T-Card is a small card which each
appliance or crew conpletes. They are passed through the
chain. So tankers provide details to their strike team

| eader, the strike team | eader provides details to sector
commander et cetera in the normal course of events. As
that hadn't been initiated right at the start, one of ny
priorities was to try and get sone feel for where
resources were, what they were doing and, as nore were
arriving on scene, to ensure that they were put to the
nmost appropriate task. So | created T-Cards for all of
the appliances that | was aware of, and through the sector
conmmanders | al so got information about crews that were
wor ki ng under their direction so that | could have a
picture in front of nme which was sinply understood about

whi ch resources were allocated into which part of the
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fire.

A T-Card is literally a piece of paper or cardboard on which
people wite?---That's correct.

And does the card travel with the crew? Wat | nean by that
is, if you have soneone worki ng under you but you then
depl oy them el sewhere, is the idea behind the systemthey
w Il physically carry the card with themand hand it to
t heir new commander ?---The commander will take the T-Card
and pass it through as they nove. As far as |'m aware,
| was the only one that maintained a T-Card system on t hat
day. The sector conmanders may have done that thenselves,
but | generally had the T-Cards for appliances working
under ne.

| take it fromwhat you have said you did that sonme tine after
2 o'clock?---That's correct.

You instituted it, it not having been done before you
arrived?---That's right.

Havi ng put the cards together and nade notes up to that stage,
did you phone or radio through to the |ICC at any stage the
list that you were able to prepare using the T-Card
systenf?---Yes, | did.

When did you do that?---1 can't be specific of the tine, but
| believe in a couple of conversations that | had with the
| CC | passed information about resources that | had
wor king with ne.

Wul d that have required you to essentially read out what the
cards in front of you said? It is not sonething you can
email or otherw se electronically convey?---No, didn't
have any facilities for electronic comrunication, so it
was just reading fromthe Iist and passing that across.

Just to get a picture for how you do this, did you have
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1 literally a board in front of you with the cards |aid out

2 on it?---That's correct, yes.

3 And you would nove them around if you changed your priorities

4 in ternms of who was depl oyed where?---That's correct. Qur

5 support vehicle has a systemlike that carried on it

6 because we know that it does get used in conmand type

7 roles, and it is a very useful systemto assist us in

8 keepi ng track of resources.

9 | have just been handed exanples of the types of card. | know
10 you are a |long way away, but are they these col oured cards
11 that allow you to fill in details in handwiting?---That's
12 correct.

13 These sorts of matters you also refer to in paragraphs 34 and

14 35 of your statenent. It seens from what you say there
15 that as tankers arrived you tasked themto a locality,
16 told them what they would need to do, but | assune you
17 al so noted on your own T-Card system who you had

18 where?---That's correct.

19 Can | take you to paragraph 36 of your statenent where you

20 refer to having received a conmunication from M Kennedy,
21 who was back at the ICC. He told you there was a fire at
22 Yarram \What picture did you have by that stage between
23 3.30 and 4? What picture did you have about the breadth
24 and spread of the fire you were now facing?---1 didn't

25 have any personal observations to go by. | was in

26 position at d endonald and Thonmson Roads from the outset.
27 G ven the conditions on the day, | expected there to be a
28 fairly long, narrow fire burning on the flanks, but

29 heading quite rapidly towards Yarram from our direction.

30 You say you requested two strike teans at that tinme, and as far

31 as you know they were deployed instead to Yarran®?---That's
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correct.

Where had you wanted themto go, if possible?---There was still
quite a ot of work to be done and places that we couldn't
get to just because | didn't have enough appliances to
have an appliance at each property that we woul d perhaps
li ke to have protected. So it was about still trying to
ensure that | had appropriate resources to deal w th what
| had, but | understood that |I'm one of many that woul d be
asking for things.

In terns of protecting properties, you had crew under your
sector's command trying to protect hones al ong G endonal d
Road and Thonmson Road and ot her places?---That's correct.

Communi cating with aircraft during the day, did you have any
difficulties with that?---Yes, | didn't conmunicate with
aircraft at all on the day.

You say in paragraph 38 you tried all the radi o channels,

i ncl udi ng regi onal channels, and no |uck?---That's
correct.

What use woul d you have nmade of communication with the
aircraft? How could you have put that information to
use?---There is a nunber of reasons for contact. One
woul d be to get their view fromthe air of what things
wer e doi ng and where things were being inpacted. They
woul d al so be able to see whether properties were perhaps
in the way of the fire or what needed to be sonething that
we nmade a priority. The other reason that | would have
i ked to have contact was so that where - | had instances
where crews had requested assistance froma water drop
that we could have actually had that occur when it was
requested. I|I'msure the helicopter crews were fromtheir

observation points able to see generally which places were
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probably the ones that were under threat, but there were
sone requests throughout the afternoon for specific

assi stance fromthe aircraft which we couldn't provide
because we coul dn't nmake contact.

You contacted the ICC you think at | east twce to say, "I am
having difficulty getting hold of the aircraft"?---That's
correct. In one of those conversations they had nenti oned
that they had been talking recently to the aircraft. So
| had asked for themto be nade aware that we were trying
to make contact because it was extrenely difficult and
frustrating not being able to talk to them

As it turns out, you weren't able to liaise with themdirectly
for the whole day?---No, that's correct.

| want to ask you about the matters you deal with in paragraph
41 onwards, the wind change and the red flag. Wen you
started your shift or volunteered to be there at noon on
the day, what information did you have at that tine about
the predicted weather for the day?---1 had infornmation
t hrough nessages that had conme fromthe region in previous
days. |I'mnot sure whether there was a page in the
morning or not. | had al so nmade ny own observations from
| ooki ng at the Bureau of Meteorology site. So | had a
basi ¢ understandi ng of the expected conditions on the day.

Did you have an understandi ng about when a wi nd change m ght
inpact the fire area?---1 couldn't say that | had a
specific tinme in nmenory fromearly on in the day, but
t hroughout the day I was aware of the wi nd change and the
time of the wind change?

I n paragraph 42 you say you received a communi cation fromthe
| CC sone tine between 4.20 and 5.30. Now, can you now

remenber who it was who contacted you?---No, | can't
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recall who that was.

M Mtchell, who has given evidence in these proceedi ngs, says
that he recalls contacting you. Does that ring a bell or
it doesn't help?---It doesn't really help. | had
conversations with a nunber of people on the day.

You say this included advice of a wind change at around 1900.
So, al though you can't renmenber who contacted you, what do
you renenber themtelling you?---1 made sone notes in ny
| og.

Wuld you like to look at the log? | think it is page 0323.

Are you tal king about the entry in the far right-hand
colum in the third line?---That's correct.

That seens to say "1600, 42 north north-west"?---That's
correct.

And then sone other figures after that which are difficult to
read. Can you read those for us? "50"?---"50, 1,000" and
| can't make out - it looks |like "750", but | can't say
for absolute certainty.

Then the next |ine says "1900, 32, 15 per cent, south-west, 45,
1,000"?---And it is probably "70" w th anot her nunber
foll ow ng which would give an indication of the wind speed
at 1,000 netres.

And then just the tinme "2200"?---Yes. That would be the start
of athird entry, but | probably felt at the tine that the
w nd change was the significant detail that | needed.

| know this is difficult casting your m nd back to this, but
can you renmenber now whether this is the sumtotal of what
you were told in that call or is it part of it?---1 would
expect it would be part of what | was told. Just the
nunbers on their own wouldn't be a normal discussion.

| can't recollect exactly the other words that were as
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part of that conversation, though.

Can you recollect the essence of the conversation, what was the
message you took away fromit?---The main thing that
| took away was with regard to the wind change. W were
experiencing the current conditions, so that wasn't really
any different to what we were experiencing. But it was
primarily about when the w nd change was going to cone and
the inpact that that woul d have on our operations.

You understood the w nd change would cone at what tine?---At
1900.

The way you describe it in your statenent at paragraph 42 is,

"I was provided" - | think the word "with" is mssing -

"I was provided with a spot weather forecast by the |ICC
Did you have an understandi ng that whoever was speaking to
you was reading it out to you?---Yes, that's what | would
say. A spot weather forecast is a special request for a
forecast generally for where the fire is that we are

tal king about. Fromthe conversation | was aware that it
was a spot weather forecast, so | expected it to be a
special one just for that fire.

| assune you didn't physically see a spot weather forecast on
the day?---No, that's correct, | didn't.

And you woul dn't have had the facilities for that in any
event?---No, that's true.

M Mtchell, who has given evidence in these proceedi ngs, has
identified a spot weather forecast. | can tell you that
it contains a chart, the first couple of lines of which
are very simlar, not identical, to the figures recorded
inyour log. But I will just also tell you that it
contains the foll ow ng passage, "Change has noved through

Mount Gellibrand well to the west at this tinme. Looking
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at the wnd change to affect the fire area between 1730 to
1900. CGusty south-west winds will follow the wind change
wth increasing humdity and | owering tenperatures. CQut
ahead of the change will be very gusty winds."” Then there
is other information about humdity. Are you able to say
now whet her whoever contacted you fromthe I CC read that
passage or words to that effect?---1 can't say that

| recollect those words, but | would expect that sonething

li ke that woul d have been done.

Cetting that informati on was inportant to you, as you say in

your statenent. You say at paragraph 42 you wanted to
ensure the crew were aware of the expected conditions in
the hours ahead. Wat made that sort of information

i nportant to you and your crew?---The fire behavi our and
the conditions that firefighters would experience would
change when the wi nd change cane through. Qoviously the
direction changes. The area that is the front of the fire
changes. Gven that it was a strong change, then that

particul arly makes things nore dangerous.

| take you to paragraph 43, where you refer to sone

Up at

conmuni cation you had fromstri ke team | eader Craig Wod.
You say he Il et you know that the Traral gon tanker - that
was one of the tankers working under his

supervi sion?---Correct.

Thonmson Road near a communi cations tower had becone
isolated fromthe rest of the strike teamwhen the fire
crossed over Thonson Road. He told you that tanker was
down to their reserve water and he was concerned for their
wel fare. Wen you heard that, what steps did you
take?---1 didn't take any steps at that stage. Craig was

maki ng attenpts to reach the tanker, so | left that part

. Wor dwave: MB/ SK 21/ 10/ 09 9600 BARLI NC XN
Bushfires Royal Conm ssion BY M5 DOYLE



© 00 N OO 0o b~ wWw N P

W oW NN N DNNNNDNDNNDNPR P P P P P R PR R
B O © 0 ~N o U0 A W N P O © 0 ~N o U0 M W N B O

of it to himat that time. But their efforts weren't
successful and they weren't able to get through.

M Wod will give evidence tonorrow, but you now know that he
made a nunber of attenpts to get through to his crew and
took a nunber of steps to see if he could ensure the
safety of the crew near that tower?---That's correct.

At 5.30, this is a matter you nention at paragraph 44, you
received a phone call fromM Mtchell. So that would
have been a call on your nobile, you think?---That's what
| believe, yes.

You say he issued a red flag warning. Can you renenber at this
time the content of his red flag warning?---The bits that
| can renenber, as | have put in ny statenent, that the
w nd change was at Cranbourne, that it was very violent
and | also recollect that it would be in our location in
about an hour's tinme, and | have had that nenory all the
way t hrough.

So, if he called you at 5.30, it is your belief that he said it
woul d be in about an hour's tine, that would nean at about
6. 30?---That's correct.

Can | take you to your log entry that seens to match up with
that. It is the page we | ooked at before, 0323. | should
have asked you this before: this is all your handwiting?
You didn't have a scribe - - -?---No, this is ny
handwri ti ng.

The entry for 1730 says, "Red flag. Change is at Cranbourne,
very violent. FromBrett Mtchell 1CC'?---That's correct.

The note you have made there doesn't include a reference to the
predicted arrival tinme?---No, it doesn't.

So what you have just said to ne is working from your

menory?---That's correct.
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The aimof a red flag warning i s sonething you nmention in your
statenent. Wat do you understand to be its use?---A red
flag warning is used to advise crews of a change in
sonething, it mght be a weather event, it could be in
regard to a safety issue. In wildfire fighting itself,
because of weat her changes, things m ght be heard. But
that's not the only reason that they are issued.

Are you aware of the CFA' s standard operating procedure that
applies to the issuing and receipt of a red flag
war ni ng?---Yes, | amaware of it.

You understand that it provides for this system when a red
flag warning is issued, and in this case by the ICC, the
structure and the process requires that it go to the
di vi si on conmanders?---That's correct.

From a division commander to the sector commanders under their
unbrella of command?---Correct.

And fromthose sector conmanders to the crewwthin their
control?---That's correct. So what you did pursuant to
that systemwas issue the red flag warning to your sector
commanders. You refer to themas Bruce, Ray and Crai g,
but it is M Mngan?---That's correct.

M Ray Beaton and M Craig Wod?---That's correct, yes.

It is not noted in your |og, but do you know how soon after
receiving the red flag you sent it through to your three
sector commanders?---1t woul d have been i medi ately after
receiving it.

Do you know now whet her you used the radio or your nobile
phone?---1 believe that | would have used the radio to
talk to the conmanders.

Do you know whet her you passed it on to themeach in the sane

ternms?---My belief is that | did it over the radio and
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nmost |ikely they would have all heard it at the sane tine,
but they would have all acknow edged to me that they had
all received it.

So essentially you issued it once to be heard by the three
gentl enen?---1 don't recollect whether | did have to
repeat anything or not.

The systemrequires that they acknow edge through to you that
t hey have received it?---That's correct.

And it is not in your log, but do you recollect whether each of
t hem acknowl edged it?---Yes, they did acknow edge it.

You al so note in paragraph 46 that matter, having received the
acknow edgenent, and you say that at around 1800 you
acknow edged it back to the ICC, although that's not
| ogged?---That's correct. Each of the comanders woul d
have responded back to ne after they had made the advice
to their crews saying that they had delivered it, and then
| responded back to the ICC to say it had been delivered
inny area of the fire.

M Barling, while you were doing all of this, you were in your
vehi cl e?---Qutside, inside, all over the place, yes, but
in the one position.

Do you renenber where you were, where you were conpared with
the fireground or sone of the roads we have tal ked
about?---My | ocation was at the corner of d endonald and
Thonson Roads.

So while you were receiving the red flag and passing it on you

were in the thick of things, you were on the fireground

and still attending to your other duties and
responsibilities?---Yes. | wasn't involved in the
firefight directly. | was nmanaging the events out on the

fireground.
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1 The structure, as we have noted, has you sending the red flag

2 to M Mngan, M Beaton and M Wod. M Wod, as | said,
3 is giving evidence in these proceedings tonorrow. | need
4 to bring to your attention his recollections. At

5 paragraph 34 in his statenent M Wod says, "I heard a red
6 flag warning over the radio from Steve Barling that w nd

7 change woul d arrive at around 1900 hours. | have recorded
8 in nmy notes that | heard this nessage at around

9 1600 hours. | have been informed that Andrew made a note
10 of the warning at the tinme. Andrew s notes read '1729 red
11 flag. 1900 change violent.' Scott and Andrew rel ayed the
12 red flag warning to crews." By way of background, | should
13 explain Andrew is a M Norman who was in M Wod's vehicle
14 with himand his | og has been provided to the Royal

15 Comm ssion and it neets that description, "1729 red fl ag.
16 1900 change violent." That's M Wod's best recollection,
17 it would seem of the day. He had a scribe with hi mwho
18 has noted, "Receipt of a red flag. Wnd change for 1900."
19 Are you able to comment on that, M Barling? Does it not
20 tend to suggest that the nessage you passed on fixed on
21 the tinme 1900?---1t does tend to suggest that. As | say
22 in ny statenent, ny recollection was for the tinefranme of
23 one hour fromthe tine that | received it. So | can't
24 explain why there would be differences.

25 Do you think, M Barling, when you passed on the red flag that

26 you woul d have used a phrase Iike "in about an hour"™ or do
27 you think you nomnated a tinme?---1 can't recoll ect
28 specifically, but nmy recollection about the one hour's
29 ti meframe has been constant all the way through. So
30 | would imagine that's what | said, but that may not have
31 been what was sai d.
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1 M Mongan, one of the other sector commanders, is also to give
2 evi dence. For conpl eteness, | should tell you at

3 paragraph 48 of his statenent he says that at a particular
4 time he was out of his ute checking on his crew, "David

5 Staple on the Morwel|l tanker said to ne he had just heard
6 ared flag warning. 1" - that is M Mngan - "asked him
7 what the warning nessage was. He said the wi nd change was
8 predicted to cone through at 1900 hours. He asked ne what
9 to do. | asked David if all our crews, including the

10 strike team had acknow edged the red flag. He said yes.
11 | asked himto tell Steve Barling |I had acknow edged it."
12 Two things arise fromthat, M Barling. That's

13 M Mongan's description of the way that he ensured the

14 acknow edgnent canme through to you, but also it records

15 M Staple telling himthe red flag warning is in the terns
16 "w nd change predicted at 1900". He is one other person
17 to whom you sent the nessage. Does that not also tend to
18 suggest that you may have used the term nol ogy "at

19 1900"?---That's certainly possible.

20 The other sector conmmander we haven't spoken about is

21 M Beaton. He had responsibility for crew, including
22 Hazel wood North, G engarry West and Boolarra. In the

23 A engarry West crew was a M Chesterton senior and a

24 M Chesterton junior. | don't know if they are famliar
25 to you?---No.

26 M Chesterton senior, Gaene Chesterton, is to give evidence in

27 the proceedings. He has provided a police statenent but
28 al so just today a statenent to this Comm ssion.
29 M Chesterton says in paragraph 6 of the statenent he
30 provi ded today that while working in the area of
31 d endonal d Road at sone stage his son, Adanm, who was in
. Wordwave: MB/ SK 21/ 10/ 09 9605 BARLI NG XN
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his crew, changed vehicles and went to work in M Ray
Beaton's car, one of the sector conmanders, as a
penciller, which | take to be a reference to a

scri be?---That's correct.

At paragraph 8 M Chesterton senior, G aene Chesterton, says,

Under

"I heard a red flag warning over the radio. It was ny
son, Adam, who | heard passing the warning over the radio.
The red flag warning was for a wi nd change at 1900 hours.
| acknowl edged receiving the red flag, although |I can't

recall the exact tine this occurred.” To conplete the
sequence, M Barling, M Adamr Chesterton, M Chesterton
junior, has provided a police statenent in which he has
said at paragraph 11, "Wile Ray" - | take that to be

M Beaton - "and | were performng duties we received a
red flag warning via radio. W relayed it to our strike
team" At paragraph 11 in that statenent he says, "The
red warning" - | think a word is mssing there - "neant
everyone had to be on high alert for a violent

sout h-westerly wi nd change at approximately 1900 hours."
That is a lot of information for you to absorb, especially
sitting there without the docunents in front of you. But,
to summarise it, |'msuggesting to you that M Chesterton
senior, who was on the dengarry West tanker, received a
red flag warning as it happens transmtted by his son for
a wi nd change at 1900. Does that also tend to suggest
that the people at the end of that chain in the Beaton
sector received a red flag warning for 19007?---That does
suggest that, yes.

this system M Barling, when you are out on the
fireground and you are obliged under the standard

operating procedure to |l et each of your sector commanders
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know this inportant information and they in turn have to
relay it to nultiple crew who are involved in difficult,
dangerous work there are sone risks, aren't there, that

i nformati on m ght be m sheard or m scomruni cated?---That's
certainly a possibility. Anyone who knows much about
conmmuni cation would be able to tell you that. As nessages
pass through nore and nore parts in a chain it can often
be sonewhat different to what was initially intended. |'m
not saying that that's necessarily what happened, but it

is certainly a possibility.

| don't want to trivialise it, but it is alnbst |ike Chinese

whi spers in sone ways. There are sone risks
attached?---There are sone risks, but that would be the
only option that we woul d have on the day for provision of

t hat .

If there were a system which enabl ed i nportant crew safety

So if

information like this to be transmtted fromone central
point to all the crew instantaneously it may be a bit of
pie in the sky, it my be on a wish |ist, but would that
be sonething that would i nprove the situation and mnim se
those risks?---1t certainly could do that. It would nean
t hat everyone woul d get the sane nessage, and the pagi ng
systemis obviously one way that that could be done. One
of the things that would be useful, though, is sone system
to be able to receive acknow edgnent that the nessage has
been recei ved because, even though ny pager receives a
message, it doesn't necessarily nean that | do. There is
probably nore than just the ability to deliver it in that
way that would be required to nmake it an effective nethod.
there were a systemthat could save tine by sinultaneous

delivery but also add assurance that the nessage was the
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sane and that it was received, would you see that as
sonet hing that would i nprove the systemfor issuing red
flag warnings?---1t would certainly be beneficial, yes.

M Barling, can | suggest it would also relieve the tine
pressure and burdens on persons such as yoursel f?---1t
woul d certainly assist in that regard. |t does take tine
to communicate all the way up and down the chain to pass
on that sort of nessage.

After you passed that nessage on you heard mayday calls from
crew in the Hazel wood North tanker?---That's correct.

At about 6.157---Correct.

And | think you have | ogged that in your notes of the
day?---Yes, | have.

| will just go back to your log for conpleteness. At page 324
inthat log there is a reference at the top of the page to
"1815 mayday". "H North" is a reference to Hazel wood
North?---That's correct.

Do you now know t hat each of the tankers - d engarry West,

Hazel wood North and Bool arra - put out mayday calls on the
i npact of the wi nd change?---That's what | have been tol d.
| only heard one.

The steps you took when you heard that mayday call ?---1 took
over the radi o, put out a nessage saying that | was taking
control of the call and for all other conmunication on the
channel to cease, and then | talked direct to the
Hazel wood North tanker.

What were you able to tell thenP---All | could tell them was
that at that point we weren't able to cone immediately to
their rescue, but we would do what we could to get into
themas quickly as we could and for themto take

protective action to ensure their safety.
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As you note in paragraph 49 of your statenent, the w nd change
arrived with great ferocity, particularly in that
A endonal d Road area. Was it on d endonald Road that each

of those tankers who issued the mayday call were | ocated

1
2
3
4
5 at the tinme the change hit?---That's what | believe, yes.
6 Each of those three tankers, M Barling, or the crew were

7 invited to participate in an internal investigation. The
8 product of that has been tendered. Wre you invited to

9 comment on or participate in that investigation?---No,

10 | wasn't invited at all.

11 When did you first learn of the conduct of those

12 i nvestigations?---1 learnt that there was an investigation
13 t hrough various neans, through one of ny roles in the

14 region on the regional planning commttee, | believe that
15 we were advised that there were investigations taking

16 pl ace, but | wasn't party to the investigation at all.

17 Just returning to the evening for a nonent, after receiving the

18 mayday call and after events unfolded, you later learnt in
19 relation to the Hazel wood North crew that M Beaton had

20 gotten through to them and he advi sed they were shaken but
21 safe at that stage?---That's correct. That was the first
22 comuni cation that | had had that they were safe after

23 t hey had nade the mayday cal l

24 And the news you obtai ned about d engarry West, they suffered

25 heat danmage to their vehicle?---Yes, that was sonething

26 | found out later on. During the w nd change event when

27 the crews were being burnt over | was actually in contact

28 wth the dengarry West tanker by radio. So during the

29 event | knew that they were still safe because we were

30 talking to each other and that they were okay once the

31 firefront had passed. The Hazel wood North tanker, because
. Wordwave: MB/ SK 21/ 10/ 09 9609 BARLI NG XN
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we had no conmuni cation, we weren't sure of their
circunstance. So of course we were very concerned for
their welfare.

You say in paragraph 55 you later infornmed the ICC via a
situation report that there had been a mayday call, those
i npacted were safe and well but at this stage you can't
recall who you communi cated with about that?---No,
| can't. That's true.

Fol l owi ng the wi nd change and the new direction, you knew it
woul dn't be long before assets in Hazel wod North were
under threat. So you say in paragraph 56 you requested
additional strike teanms to your control point. Wre they
able to deploy strike teans to assist you?---1 got no
further resources at that stage.

You note in paragraph 57 the fire was spreading to the
nort h-east through Hazel wood North, the Traral gon South
area and Callignee, and initially you were unable to
rel ease resources to go and work in those areas despite
the fact you were getting calls comng through fromthose
| ocations for assistance?---That's correct.

Returning briefly to the story of the Traral gon tanker, at this
time there had still been no ability to get through to the
crew that were trapped up near the tower on Thonson
Road?---That's correct.

Cbviously this was a matter you were nonitoring as the evening
unf ol ded?---That's correct.

There was anot her attenpt at about that tinme to get through to
them which was futile because of trees bl ocking the
road?---That's correct, and that was again efforts made by
Craig Wod and crews with him

Later in the evening you say you were anmazed to actually see
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t hat tanker cone passed you, having effected their own

escape?---That's correct.

The crew on the Traral gon tanker are all paid firefighters,

pr of essional crew?---They were led by a staff firefighter.
| couldn't say whether all of the crew were staff or not,

but certainly sone were.

What you have |learnt since is they used their own chai nsaw and

their dimnishing reserves of water to effect their escape

and get out?---Yes, they used their own resources.

Alittle later M Wod, sector commander, cane to you with a

So

So

M

M

suggestion. He was keen to take sonme crew with himand go
to where there was difficulty with the firefront in the
Callignee area?---Yes, that's correct. There was a nunber
of trucks that were deployed into ny area that were from
that general vicinity, and they were fairly keen to get
home and to do things in their own area.

Wod, | take it, suggested to you, "Can | nove to the
fire activity in Callignee and | will take local crewwth

me." Did he suggest the reasons why? | think you
mentioned they were keen to get to their patch?---That's
essentially why they were certainly concerned about what
was happening in their part of the world, and so at that
stage | was able to release himand a nunber of trucks to
go in that direction

Wod heads for that region with a nunber of crew. He
wll give evidence in relation to this, but do you now
understand that he concentrated attention on firefighting
efforts around the Traral gon South township and in
assisting large nunbers of injured and trapped personnel

around Cal lignee?---1"mnot aware what his tasking was.

| made a nunber of attenpts after he had left ne to nake

. Wor dwave: MB/ SK 21/ 10/ 09 9611 BARLI NC XN
Bushfires Royal Conm ssion BY M5 DOYLE



© 00 N OO 0o b~ wWw N P

I e
N B O

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

contact with Craig via radio and was not successful. So
| had no idea after he left what tasking he was on.
| eventually communicated to the ICC that | had sent them

across to that area.

Then as the evening unfolded further you note in paragraph 60

that you becane aware of a nunber of 000 calls com ng

t hrough about a need for vehicles to get to the northern
end of Jeeral ang North Road, Miunckton Road and Cl arkes
Road. It sounds |like you were receiving a |arge vol une of
calls, including nmessages passed on from i ndi vi dual

residents who were in trouble?---Yes, that's correct.

You were initially unable to rel ease appliances to those

Lat er,

I f we

| ocations because of the great need back at Thonmson Road,
d endonal d Road and Jeeral ang West Road. But as the
eveni ng unfol ded you rel eased two trucks to Munckton Road
area?---That's correct, yes. At that stage | was al so
able to get over and do an inspection of that area nyself.
as you say in paragraph 61, you were al so requested by
the 1CC to provide tankers to escort an anbul ance into the
Callignee area and collect an injured gentleman. Again
you rmade sone arrangenents for that to occur?---Yes,
that's correct. | tasked two tankers to that job.
get to paragraph 64, the winds had died down a little by
that tinme and your priorities shifted to nmaintaining crew
safety, continuing asset protection and noppi ng up around
ot her residences, and you continued that work throughout
the night into daylight and beyond into 8 February. You
were relieved at 8.30 the follow ng norning by

M Mongan?---That's correct.

Over the follow ng days you ensured you attended at change-over

briefings to get an overview of the work that
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1 conti nued?---That's correct. | didn't have a specific

2 role, but because | was very interested in what was

3 happening with the fire, given that it was ours, if you

4 like, | attended at the change of shift to get the

5 briefing and i nformati on about what was actually happening
6 on the fire just so that | could provide information to ny
7 own brigade about the activity that was going on. [t also
8 proved to be quite a useful thing. W had crews from

9 South Australia conme in for extended depl oynent, and | was
10 abl e on a nunber of occasions to provide assistance to

11 overconme sone initial problens that they had with

12 appl i ances or other resourcing just because of the | ocal
13 know edge that | had.

14 Finally, M Barling, towards the end of your statenent you

15 sunmari se sone issues that relate to communication on the
16 day. You note in paragraph 63 what you were told about

17 the channel s that you should use. But you say in

18 paragraph 68 at tines you conmmuni cated with the |1 CC by

19 phone. |Is that because you had difficulty using the
20 command channel ?---Yes, that's correct.
21 Do you know what the problemwas with the conmand channel ? Was
22 it congestion or sonething else?---No, it wasn't

23 congestion. It was sonething else. Wat it was

24 | couldn't be specific about. There were many occasi ons
25 on the day where we woul d attenpt communi cations on the

26 command channel and either | could hear people talk to ne
27 but they couldn't hear nme back or, vice versa, where

28 | could hear them and they couldn't hear ne. So it nade
29 comuni cation quite difficult because of that.

30 That's what nade you fall back to a great degree on your own

31 nmobi | e phone?---Yes, that's correct.
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The difficulty wiwth that is of course the vehicle you were in

didn't have a charger for that phone?---That's correct,

yes.
s that a sinple change that you would see as hel pful, if those
vehi cl es had a phone charger set?---1f any vehicle |ike

that had a phone, that would have been better. Then it
woul dn't have had to have been mne that was used. | was
happy to use mne on the day. At that stage | didn't even
have a car charger. | have a car kit in ny car which

| use quite frequently driving up and down to Mel bourne.
So nost of the tinme that's how | charge ny phone, when

| drive down to Melbourne. So | didn't even have the
ability to doit. | would have needed power. So | woul d
have had to take the phone back to sonmewhere with power to
do it.

O course using a CFA supplied nobile rather than your personal
phone woul d al so be an inprovenent?---1t certainly would,
yes.

M Barling, at paragraph 75 you pull together sone of these
concerns and ideas you have expressed and you say, "It is
my view communi cation is one of the critical functions
that nmust be effective for operations to be efficient and
wel | managed." Sone of these matters you have touched on
now. |If they were inproved, would that assist you in
perform ng the work you have to do out on the
fireground?---Yes, certainly.

| have no further questions for M Barling. Are there any
gquestions arising?

COW SSI ONER PASCOE: M C el land, can we have a | ook at those
T-Cards while you are nmaki ng your evidence?

MR CLELLAND: You anticipated ne, Comm ssioner. | was going to
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1 actually ask M Barling to explain them There are

2 actually three different kinds. It has taken ne sone

3 time, but | have worked out why they are called T-Cards.
4 | will get that explanation fromM Barling and then hand
5 themto the Comm ssioners, if |I mght.

6 <CROSS- EXAM NED BY MR CLELLAND:

7 Can we start with that, please, M Barling. Could these be

8 handed to the witness, please? The T-Card systemthat you
9 speak of in your statenent, M Barling, at paragraph 33,
10 | think, that's a system as you have already expl ai ned,
11 that you enpl oyed on the day out on the

12 fireground?---That's correct.

13 In general terns, it is a systemto permt you, as effectively

14 bei ng the divisional commander or incident controller, to
15 keep a track of where both vehicles and individuals are on
16 the fireground as they cone and go?---That's correct, yes.

17 You have been handed now three of the T-Cards. They are

18 different colours. There is a yellow, a blue and a green.
19 Are you able to descri be what each of themis for and how
20 they are actually used in practice?---The T-Cards are a
21 different col our because they are used for a different
22 resource type. The yellow T-Card is one that's used for a
23 punper, tanker or slip-on type appliance. It enables crew
24 to indicate the nanme of the appliance, how many crew, the
25 aerial identification, the registration nunber, sone
26 detail s about specialist equipnent that they m ght carry,
27 for exanple, chainsaw or A-class foam and al so trunking
28 nunbers and other details about the crew. That's the
29 yell ow one. The green one is a card which is used for
30 crew. This mght be individuals that cone together to
31 performa particular role. It mght be soneone who is
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per haps supporting a bulldozer or a bulldozer. Again, it
has simlar space on it for identification of the crew

| eader, their call sign or their name, if you like, the
crew s nanes and again specialist equi pnent and ot her
communi cations information. On the back it also has
informati on or space for information about their tasks and
| ocations. The blue one is used for a strike team or
taskforce, which is a group of appliances or sone ot her
arrangenent nmade into a taskforce. It identifies the
trucks or the vehicles that make up the force that it
relates to, what type of truck and what crewit is. So
the tanker crews would normally create the yellow T-Cards,
give themto the strike teaml|eader. The strike team

| eader woul d then create a blue strike team T-Card which
they woul d then pass as their ticket in and out of the

various places that they would proceed to during the day.

Who would fill out the remaining T-Card? You told us about

| think the yellow and the blue?---Usually the crew | eader
on the tanker would fill out the yell ow one or the crew

| eader of the appliance. | guess in all cases it is the
crew | eader or the strike team | eader or whoever the

| eader of the group is that relates to.

Are all of those then provided to you in your role as incident

controller or is there only one that woul d have actually
been in use on the day?---There was a range of different
cards. There is also additional cards that have facility
for aircraft and other types of resources that we do
utilise. Wien | first started to use the T-Card system on
t hat day, appliances had al ready booked on scene and were
actually doing work at that point. So I filled out

T-Cards on their behalf. So initially it would have been
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just their truck nanme. Later on | would have got further
confirmation through sector conmanders that those
appl i ances were working underneath them Once | had
started the system as trucks or strike teans were com ng
into ne to be deployed | would at that stage generally
get themto conplete the T-Card that | required if they
hadn't already had it prepared for ne.

In broad terns, that system would be put into use in a
| arge-scale event |ike this rather than a snal
i ncident?---Yes. Even sonetinmes on one that is a |ot
smal l er than that event we mght still use the system It
is a useful way to just get a fairly clear picture fairly
sinply of where resources are placed and in which areas we
have got them So certainly very small events we woul dn't
generally worry, but larger ones it is really a nust to be
able to - - -

Was it effective on the day?---Yes, it was.

| wonder if the Comm ssion would now |like to have a | ook at
those cards. W wll tender them if it is useful just to
tender themas part of M Barling' s statenent,

M Chai r man.

COW SSI ONER PASCCE: Wiile we are doing that, | would just be
interested in asking, M Barling: you nentioned that you
work in systens yourself in your day job?---Yes, that's
correct.

Coul d you see a scenari o where the use of handheld el ectronic
devices, |like a PDA, mght be useful on the field to put
in the informati on which could be rel ayed instantaneously
to the incident control centre?---1'"msure that anything
i ke that woul d be useful. There are probably a nunber of

provisos that go with that to ensure you have got the
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means to conmuni cate between where you are and get it back
into the system But there are a nunber of different
options that would be available, I'"'msure, to enable the
tracki ng of resources throughout events such as that.

the conditions out on the fireground, is there do you
think a benefit in an electronic device or is sonething
like this likely to be just as useful ?---1 think generally
it is probably just as useful to have sonething |like that.
If you get to an electronic device, particularly a
handhel d devi ce, things becone much smaller. So it is
perhaps a Il ot harder to just quickly get the appreciation
of where things are; whereas if you have a board in front
of you which is of reasonable size it is quite useful and
quite easy to do. I'msure it is all possible, but

| think in general terns having the board is a good way to
do, although |I do understand that having a nechani smthat
you can use to record the detail which neans it is

i medi ately available to I CCs and ot her places woul d be of

benefit as well.

COW SSI ONER McLECD: In a simlar vein, it has intrigued nme

that while you were in your car away from where your

i ncident control centre was presunmably you took your cards
wth you?---Yes, that's correct. The Churchill support
vehicle is a vehicle that we use quite extensively wthin
our group area in support of incidents. Because of the
role that it plays, the brigade has nade sure that T-Cards
and the control board and the types of things that we do
use, like sector commander vests and those sorts of

things, are part of the standard gear that we carry on

t hat vehicl e.

I f you had | ost comrunications with the rest of your team back
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at your incident control team where they were | ocated,
woul d the lack of that information to them be a

di sadvantage or is the information replicated el sewhere
and hel d back at where the remainder of the incident
control teamare?---1t would generally be replicated not
necessarily in that form but an exanple of that is this
docunent that was brought out before about the initial
depl oynent. That provides a simlar picture in a
different formto what | would have had. It m ght not
necessarily change perhaps as frequently as it m ght do
for me, but in the end I would expect that the I CC would
have the sane picture as ne of which appliances were
commtted onto the fireground, which ones would be in a
stagi ng area waiting depl oynent, those sorts of things,
because you woul dn't be able to nanage the resources
properly and the changi ng over of crews if you didn't have
that picture available to you

in that sense, perhaps in the future el ectronic devices
woul d be nore efficient in the sense that the data can be
nore easily made available to a range of people
irrespective of their |ocation?---Yes, | agree with that.
So long as it is sonething that is designed in a way that
can present, | suppose, a visual indication fairly sinply,
then that would be fine. Trying to see that detail on a
handhel d nobi |l e phone would be difficult. But, equally,
you coul d have sone type of screen that would allow you to
have a much bigger scale which just gives you a nuch
easier option to get the overview as opposed to the

i ndi vi dual detail

MR CLELLAND: M Chairman, | have a genuine five to 10 m nutes

to go wwth M Barling.
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CHAIRVAN:  Yes, | think we will have you finish. The T-Cards
are to be part of exhibit 415.

MR CLELLAND: M Barling, just in ternms of communication
problens, can | just clarify this with you: is it the
command channel that was causing difficulties or the
fireground conmuni cati on?---The conmand channel was the
one primarily that | have tal ked about. The fireground
channel, any difficulties generally would not have been
t hrough the channel not being available for radio to
transmt; it is nore about how nmuch activity was on the
channel as opposed to just not being able to talk to each
ot her.

s the fireground channel affected by |ine of sight?---Yes,

t hose sort of radio comunications are, and a nunber of
ot her things such as distance and snoke can affect it as
wel | .

Broadly speaking, the fireground conmuni cati ons wor ked
satisfactorily?---Broadly speaking, yes.

Wth the command channel, | think you actually requested a
repeater station, if that's the correct description for
it?---That's correct.

Did you get one?---1"mnot aware of whether one was provi ded or
not. M experience in the week before what becane the
Del burn fire, there was communi cation difficulties at that
fire and repeaters had been installed at that stage.
Gven the difficulties that we had had previously, | was
very conscious that | didn't want to experience the sane
trouble if we could work around it. So | nmade an early
request for repeaters to be installed so we could actually
conmuni cat e properly.

During the course of the afternoon were you working with the
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people at the ICC, including a Ms denys Matthews, testing
out various options and systens to inprove

conmuni cations?---Yes, that's correct. | was requested on
a nunber of occasions to in effect do a test on the
command channel back to the ICC. They had varyi ng stages

of success, | suppose you could call it.

You have been asked sone questions about the w nd change

information that you received firstly. Two aspects of
that. | suppose the wind change information is inportant
for you out on the fireground in two senses. Certainly
what the fire m ght do on the wi nd change and how it m ght
i npact after the wind change is one consideration. But of
course how long the fire is going to continue its
southerly run and what it mght inpact still on that run
is also of great significance, isn't it?---Yes, that's

correct.

suppose the concept of a worst case scenario m ght depend on

who you are talking to?---1 think for people who are
involved in firefighting activities the worst case
scenari o when the wi nd change cones is that the eastern
flank essentially becones the head of the fire and, given
the conditions on the day where ny expectation was early
on that the fire would have been fairly long in the
direction towards Yarram but not terribly w de, that when
the wi nd change cane through that the whol e eastern side
of that potentially becane a new firefront and had nuch
nmore chance of causing significant damage and property

| oss and even death, as we found out.

Al t hough you don't have a note of it, as you explained to

Ms Doyle, to the best of your recollection the infornmation

you got was the w nd change was com ng at 19007?---1n the
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spot weather forecast that's what | recall. But, as

| say, fromthe red flag warning ny recollection was it
was in about an hour's tine fromwhen | got that at about
5. 30.

| was actually thinking of the earlier information that you
speak about at paragraph 42. | think your position is,
al t hough you don't renenber who you spoke to, you were,
you believe, at least left with the idea that the change
woul d conme through at about 1900 hours?---That's correct,
yes.

It was subsequent to that at 1730 that you received the
informati on that you have recorded at paragraph 44.
| just want to ask you this: you think that you woul d have
passed on the nessage at the tinme you received that
information, that is at 5.30 or thereabouts, that the w nd
change was going to be violent and com ng through in an
hour?---Yes, that's ny recoll ection.

You have been taken to a nunber of statenents that suggest that
people recall, that is people on the fireground, the
i nformati on passed on to themwas "w nd change coni ng
t hrough at 1900". Do you know a M Lindsay Osborne?---No,
| don't.

M Osborne's statenent is going to be tendered tonorrow, as we
understand it. He is a volunteer firefighter who was on
the fireground. He recalls the information being provided
to him although he doesn't nonmnate a tine, as being in
this form that the wind change was expected in an hour.
Now, that would be consistent with what you believe you
passed on; is that right?---Yes, that's true.

Page 4. | suppose what tinme sonebody m ght then expect the

w nd change, having been provided with that information
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would in turn depend on what tine they received
it?---That's correct, yes.

COW SSI ONER PASCCE: M Celland, just a clarification. |I'm
interested in asking M Barling: if you were told or an
experienced firefighter were told that the wi nd change was
al ready at Cranbourne, | assune that woul d have neani ng
for you as well in terns of the likely expected tine of
arrival?---1t has neaning in that I know where Cranbourne
is and | know roughly how far away it is. So it gives ne
an appreciation. There was reference before in | think
the spot weather forecast to | think it was Munt
Cellibrand. There was a |l ocation given in the spot
weat her forecast by Rachel, and |I'm not aware of where
that location is. So it had no neaning to ne in terns of
whet her it was 50 kil onmetres away or 500 kil onetres away.
So having the location didn't actually assist ne in that
i nformation.

MR CLELLAND: Just finally, if I mght, M Barling, you
descri bed at paragraph 58 how you were anazed to see the
Traral gon tanker cone past you on Thonson Road,;
correct?---That's correct.

But what you went on to say was that was due to the amazing
firefighting abilities of the crew on that
tanker?---That's correct.

Can | suggest this to you, M Barling: a lot of firefighters,
both CFA and DSE, did amazing things on
7 February?---Absol utely.

<RE- EXAM NED BY MS DOYLE:

Finishing this topic of the red flag, as you noted in your
statenent, your best recollectionis M Mtchell told you,

"The wi nd change is at Cranbourne and it will arrive in
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about an hour," and your best recollection is that you
repeated that down the line?---Yes, that's correct.

"' m sunmari sing a body of evidence there, but do you agree with
t hat ?- - - Yes.

M Barling, if M Mtchell had given you a red flag warning in

these terns, "The wind change wll arrive between 5.30 and
7 pm" first of all, is it possible that that is the
term nol ogy he used when he contacted you?---It's

possi ble, but | don't recollect.

| f he had used that term nology, is that what you woul d have
relayed on?---1 would expect so, yes. It has nuch nore
meani ng than just 7 o'clock.

You were asked a nunber of questions about the T-Cards. | took
it fromwhat you said that your preference, because you
are famliar with it, is to have the board that allows you
to see on one page, if you like, where the T-Cards are
whi ch hel ps you figure out where your resources
are?---That's correct. | wouldn't necessarily say it is
what | would use, but it provides a sinple way. |If you
could provide sonething simlar, then | would be happy to
use sonething simlar.

| f something was el ectronic, one concern you would have is you
would like to be sure it is big enough to have a good | ook
at all that information?---Yes, that's correct.

Comm ssi oner McLeod asked you about the people who were back at
the 1CC and the prospect that there mght be a better way
of them capturing the sanme information, because of course
the board is with you in your vehicle. | my have watched
too many novies, but does this possibility have any appeal
to you: if there were GPS | ocators on the CFA vehicles

l'inked to a system which enabled you to know who was
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where, | for one can imgi ne perhaps a big screen at the
| CC which woul d show where CFA crew were | ocated and who
they were. That sort of thing would enable you to know
where your crew were and in sone instances get a handle on
the fire perineter?---Yes, it would have sone benefit.
That certainly tells you where crew would be at a
particular tinme, but it doesn't necessarily give you the
detail about which area they m ght belong to, if you I|ike.
So it is not for a nmanager like |I was acting on the day,
| wouldn't want to see where all the trucks were
necessarily along the fire edge. | would still want to
know that they were in sector X or sector Y so that
| could then have an appreciation of whether | had the
ri ght nunbers out there and all those sorts of things.
So, while there woul d be sone advantage to having that,
there | think is also sone advantage to having a system
whi ch woul d provide information in a simlar way to how
the T-Card systemall ows you to nove things at the nonent.
So having access to both m ght be the best solution of
all ?---1 guess both and perhaps even nore; who knows.
Thank you. May M Barling be excused?
CHAI RMAN:  Yes. Thank you, M Barling; you are excused. W
will resune at 2 o'cl ock.
<(THE W TNESS W THDREW
LUNCHEON ADJ OURNNVENT
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UPON RESUM NG AT 2.00 PM

MR ROZEN: Comm ssioners, the next witness is M Rainier
Ver | aan. | call M Verl aan.

<RAI NI ER MARTI N VERLAAN, sworn and exam ned:

MR ROZEN: |Is your full nanme Rainier Verlaan?---My full nane?

Yes?---Rainier Martin Verl aan.

Thank you. You live at 50 Cooks Road, Callignee?---That's
correct.

You live there with your wife, Ann, and your daughter, Chel sea,
who is 18 years ol d?---That's correct, yes. That was at
the time of the fire.

She is now 19?---She is now 19, yes, and she is only - she
partly lives with us instead of full-tine.

M Verlaan, with the assistance of the |awers for the Roya
Comm ssi on, have you prepared a witness statenent with
three attachments?---That's correct.

Have you had an opportunity to read through the contents of
your w tness statenent before giving evidence
t oday?---Yes, | have.

Are the contents of your w tness statenent true and
correct?---Yes, they are.

s there anything in the statenent that you would like to
change?---0One area that has been drawn to ny attention
just in the last few weeks was the tine that | thought the
Churchill fire had commenced, which |I thought was in the
morning. | now understand that it was in the afternoon at
approxi mately 1. 30.

Al right.

CHAI RVAN:  Par agraph 15 m ght be changed.

MR ROZEN: Yes. Thank you. Perhaps if you turn to paragraph

15 of your statenent, at the bottom of the second page,
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M Verlaan, you there say, "Late norning | heard on the

radio that a fire had started near Churchill and was being
fanned by strong north-westerly winds." Wuld you like to
change that reference to "late norning”, is that what you

are saying?---The "late norning"” is obviously now "in the
afternoon".

So if we replace the words "late norning" with "in the
afternoon”, would that be satisfactory?---Yes.

Wth that change, are the contents of the statenent true and
correct?---Yes, they are.

| tender the statenent.

#EXHI BIT 416 - Wtness statenent of Rainier Martin Verl aan
(WT.095.001.0001) and attachnents.

MR ROZEN: M Verlaan, you have lived in the house at 50 Cooks
Road, Callignee, since 1997?---That's correct.

Where did you live before that?---1n Traral gon township.

You explain in paragraph 2 that the house is a brick veneer
construction wth a Col ourbond netal roof ?---That's
correct.

You have provided to the Comm ssion sone photographs of the
house both before and after the fire. Perhaps if we could
go to those photos, they are at attachnent RV1 to your
statenent, (WT.095.001.0010). That is up on the screen
now, M Verlaan, and | think you also have a hard copy in
front of you?---That's right.

Can you tell us when that photograph was taken?---That photo
was taken about 2002.

Was that, in general terns, how the house | ooked before
7 February 20097?---Yes, pretty well, except the large tree
that's directly in front there, that was blown down in a

stormin the mddle of 2007. But pretty well what you see
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there, apart fromthat one tree, is how our property was
on the norning of February 7th.

There is another photo at the bottom of that page which we
perhaps can go to. That was a photograph taken after
7 February 20097?---That's correct, two weeks after.

It is froma fairly simlar perspective to the photo we were
just looking at a nonent ago, is that right?---Yes.
That's why | selected them | thought it showed what |
think is a very good contrast. Can | nention that the
tree that's knocked over there with the root ball, that
was pushed over by an excavator about a week after the
fire as we were concerned about a nunber of trees that
were close to the house that had significantly burnt, so
we had t hem pushed over.

So it was pushed over at your request, as a result of a concern
about the danger?---That's right.

You have al so provided us with another two phot ographs which
are wtness page 11. It should be the next page in the
statenent in front of you. Perhaps it mght be better to
| ook at the one at the bottom of the page first. That's
an aerial view of the property, M Verlaan?---That's
right.

And when was that photo taken?---That was taken in 2007.

On the left-hand side of the photograph we can just nmake out
Cooks Road?---That's correct, yes.

It shows the property and the bush surroundi ng the
property?---Yes. The cleared section in the top
ri ght-hand corner, you can make out a bit of a line there
where the trees stop. That's our neighbour that's
actually going up the hill that way, and that is our joint

fence line and his property.
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O herwi se, up to Cooks Road, is it all your property?---Yes.
There is a | arge roadsi de reserve between our road and our
property and between the road and the house there is what
we call a gully.

That's the boundary, is it, of your property?---Yes, the front
roadsi de boundary basically runs through the mddle of the
gul ly.

If we can just for conpleteness go to the photo at the top of
page 11. That's an aerial photograph taken of the
property when, M Verlaan?---Approxinmately two or three
weeks after the fire.

We can now nore clearly see Cooks Road in the top |eft-hand
corner of the photograph, is that right?---That's correct.

We can al so see the devastation caused by the fire that passed
t hrough the property in terns of the bush around
it?---That's correct.

Anything el se you would |ike to draw our attention to in that
phot ograph?---Yes. Fromthe bottomright-hand corner
here, that was pretty well the direction of the path of
the fire. Qur house, the front, faces north-easterly.

So the front of the house is where, M Verlaan? It is the
top-nost side of the rectangle, is it, facing Cooks Road
essentially?---That's correct.

What direction is that fromthe house?---North-east.

So the fire cane to you fromthe south-west?---That's correct.

If | can return to your statenent, please, M Verlaan, you also
attach a police statenent that you nade. Have you used
the contents of the police statenent to assist you in
maki ng t he Royal Conm ssion statenent?---1"mtrying to
recollect the order in which I did things, and | can't

remenber right now exactly when | did the interview with
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t he Phoeni x taskforce and when | started to wite ny
subm ssion to the Royal Conm ssion

If it helps at all, the police statenent, the Phoenix taskforce
statenent, is dated 21 March 2009, so sone six weeks or so
after the fire. Does that help you?---Yes, it does. It
took me probably about a nonth to put ny subm ssion to the
Royal Comm ssion together, which | know that | finished
around about the mddle of April.

If I could turn to the heading "Fire plan and preparations” on
the first page of your statenent, you say there that you
and your wi fe have al ways been consci ous of the bushfire
ri sk consequent upon purchasing the property in
Callignee?---Yes, that's correct.

You say that you wanted to |live on a bush bl ock but knew you
had to nodify the environnent to accommopdate the bushfire
threat; is that right?---That's correct.

You say that you read CFA literature and attended two or three
CFA neetings in your |ocal area about how to prepare the
property. \Were were the CFA neetings held, do you
recall ?---Yes. There was one at Jeeral ang, which woul d
have been around 1997/ 1998.

So, soon after noving in?---That's correct. There was anot her,
just a community neeting by the roadside on the corner of
add Callignee Road and Sunday Road, | can renenber that
clearly. 1'mnot sure exactly when, but it would have
been within the first few years of us noving into the
house.

You descri be your bushfire survival plan as sonething that's
evolved in two stages. The first stage, soon after noving
in, was a fairly sinple plan which was to | eave in the

event of a bushfire; is that right?---That's correct, yes.
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You say in paragraph 6 that your children were younger and you

didn't consider that you were at that tine, in the first
two years after purchasing the property, prepared to stay
and defend the property; is that right?---That's correct,

yes.

You say that you understood that |eaving neant |eaving early in

the norning and that it neant with a designated place to
go, but that over tine you were gradually able to equip
the house so that you were able to devel op a subsequent
witten fire plan in which you were prepared to stay and
defend the property in the event of a bushfire?---That's

correct, yes.

What steps did you take that got you fromplan Ato plan B, if

| can put it that way?---There were for us a nunber of
significant activities that we undertook. One was we had
installed a fire sprinkler systemwith a petrol punp that
fed off - we had two, 50,000 litre concrete tanks. One
was designated the fire tank which we kept full or as
nearly full over the sumrer period. The other one was the
house tank. Another thing that we devel oped over a nunber
of years was a fuel reduction zone that went for
approximately 30 to 40 netres in a circle around the
house. W did that by hand nost of the tinme with just a
brushcutter, so it was very | abour intensive work, but the
i dea being we didn't want to really damage the bush
because we like to live on a property like that. So, we
ended up dividing it into four and each year doing a
quarter of that fuel reduction zone each year, so in four
years the whol e zone had been done at |east once. It went
to the point where we would rake it up alnost to the bare

dirt and we would have small furrows, if you like, that we
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woul d then burn off that were quite manageabl e and we
usually did that in wnter anyway, so it was never a
problem So that was two things that we did. W also had
a pool that we thought had two aspects of it. One was the
recreation and the other one was we woul d have anot her
source of water on the property.

Havi ng nmade those preparations, and you do |list other ones in
paragraph 11 of your statenent which | don't need to take
you to as they are set out there, did you commt your fire
plan to witing and have you attached it as attachnent RV3
to your statenent?---Yes, | have.

Have you today provided the Conmm ssion through me with the
original of the fire plan that you had in
February 2009?---Yes, | did.

Are you prepared for ne to add that original plan to the
evi dence in the Conm ssion, as the photocopy that we have
is alittle bit difficult to read?---Yes, that's fine.

Havi ng made those plans and despite being aware that
February 7th was to be a very hot day with high fire
danger, you and your wi fe nade the decision that you would
stay at the property on 7 February 2009?---That's correct.

You felt that the preparations that you had nade were
sufficient to enable you to do that safely?---W did.

You al so nake reference in your statenent in a couple of places
to being nentally capable of staying and fighting the
fire. It is an expression you use in paragraph 19. Wuld
you |like to expand on what you nean by that,

M  Verl aan?---W knew that going through an event - we
didn't think the event would be as bad as what we thought,
for a start, as | guess nost people in our situation

probably didn't. But, as | have nentioned there in that
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G ven

paragraph 19, we did reassure ourselves at one stage, yes,
we can go through with whatever is com ng because at that
stage, | think in the next paragraph, 20, the
environnmental conditions were telling us that whatever was
coming is fairly close now So, we just wanted to
reassure ourselves, talk to each other about it, because
we had been goi ng our own separate ways doing the |ast

m nute preparations in the afternoon, so we were as
confident as we could be that whatever was com ng we were
able to cope with and keep ourselves safe and defend our
house successful ly.

that that proved to be the case, that you were able to
defend t he house successfully, what do you say about the

i nportance of the nental preparation, as you describe it,
al ongsi de the physical steps that were taken to prepare

t he house?---1 think the two go hand-in-hand together
because, for us, knowing that we'd done all the
preparations we possibly could, we were confident - sorry,
"Il stop there and go back. Doing all the preparations
that we could, that led to the confidence that we could

stay and defend our house successfully.

You refer in paragraph 15 to becom ng aware, whilst |istening

to regional ABC Radio, of the fire near Churchill. You
say at paragraph 17 that it was at about 2 o'clock that
you decided to put your fire plan into action because, as
you say, "W felt that sonething was going to happen.”
What steps did you take to inplenent your fire plan at
that tinme?---The things that we did were there was a
woodshed and tool shed that | knew had sone | eaves in,
there was still a little bit of firewod left over from

the winter there, so | cleaned and threw all that out into
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1 open space. | checked that the firefighting punp worked
2 and let it run - actually I let it run for - I'"mnot sure
3 exactly how long, but I let it run for a while to wet the
4 area down. | blocked all the gutters, the downpi pes with
5 purchased rubber bl ockers. That's not the right word.

6 Stoppers, perhaps?---Stoppers. The reason why | did that was
7 because ash, whatever other bushfire debris on the roof,
8 | didn't want it to go into our donestic water tank and

9 wreck that water. Also the gutters would then overfl ow,
10 spill down onto the ground around the house and | felt

11 that that would be helpful in that situation. W ensured
12 that we had full buckets of water with nops stati oned

13 around the house, filling up the bath, water bottles, had
14 towel s ready. W also got our - what would you call it -
15 they're not really firefighting clothes, but clothes that
16 we had got ready to fight a fire with. | probably

17 shouldn't really say fight a fire because you can't fight
18 the fire, but to defend our house fromthe fire with. So
19 it was all those last mnute things that we thought we
20 needed to do in a situation |like that.

21 At paragraph 18 you make reference to your daughter, Chel sea,

22 and you say there that she had gone to a local river to

23 cool down, that she rang you during the course of the

24 afternoon and you told her not to cone hone. D d you tell
25 her what to do?---Yes. W suggested to her, because she
26 had gone with sone friends, that she stay at that friend's
27 house or find soneone that she could stay with there,

28 | guess until she heard from us.

29 As far as you know, is that what she did?---Yes, she did.
30 She was quite safe, as it turned out, at that

31 | ocation?---That's right, yes.
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24
25
26
27
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31

At paragraph 23 you neke reference to listening to the radio

all afternoon and into the evening. You said earlier in
your statenent that you listened to ABC | ocal radio. |Is

t hat ABC 100.7 FNM?---That's correct.

You nmake reference to a broadcast on the ABC in paragraph 23.

You say, "They," the ABC, "did nention that with the

sout h-westerly change the fire would spread to the south
of Callignee but they did not say anythi ng about
Callignee.” There is evidence before the Comm ssion,

M Verlaan, of a broadcast at 8 m nutes past 6 on the
evening of 7 February on ABC 100.7. The broadcaster is a
Catherine McAloon, | think is the correct pronunciation.
Do you recall whether it was a fenmal e voice that you heard
or is that really stretching the nenory at this

time?---1 think that is stretching ny nenory at that tine
because | would say that probably at around about

5 o0 clock I know that the radio was there and nessages
were comng, but | wasn't really focusing on that any
more. | was focusing nore on what was happening on the

ground and what we had to do.

understand that. WII you accept fromne, M Verlaan, that

the nmessage that |'m about to read to you was the first
time in which there was an express reference to the

sout h-westerly wi nd change. Perhaps if | read it to you
and then I want to ask you a question about it.

Ms McAloon - this is in the chronol ogy docunent at page
(TEN. 106. 001. 0040). Ms MAl oon says this, and it is just
com ng up on the screen, if it helps you at all. It is
that yell ow coloured rectangle. Perhaps if |I read it to
you, M Verlaan. She says, "The d endonald Road fire is

currently burning in a south-east direction and still
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spreading rapidly. The predicted south-westerly w nd
change is immnent. The communities of WIIlung South,

W Il ung, Stradbroke, Stradbroke West, G ffard West,

Darri man, H andal e and Gor mandal e may experi ence heavy
snoke and enber attack fromthe nmain fire when the w nd
changes."” It goes on to say the wind change is inm nent,
as you can see. Having seen that and heard that,

M Verlaan, does that help you at all to renenber whether
or not that was the nessage you are referring to in
paragraph 237?---That sounds very simlar to what | think
| heard.

You nmake the point in your statenent that there is no nention
or nothing said in that nessage about Callignee, but you
do say that the nessage said that the fire would spread to
the south of Callignee. Do you agree with ne that sone of
the locations nentioned are to the south of Callignee, but
ot hers such as Hi andal e and Gornandal e are to the east or
nort h-east of Callignee?---Yes, that's correct.

One final question about that. |If there had been a nention of
Callignee in the list of towns referred to there, would
that have altered your plans that were in place at that
time?---No.

You had al ready decided that you would stay and defend?---And
we had affirmed that to each other.

Had it in fact got to a tinme where | eaving could well have been
nmor e dangerous than staying, in any event, at that
ti me?---Yes, absolutely.

You go on to describe the power going off and it getting
darker, this is in paragraph 24 of your statenent. At
paragraph 25 you say, "The warnings of ABC Radi o were

indicating that the fire was probably going to mss us to
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the south but the environnental conditions did not reflect
this." What was it about the broadcast that led you to
think that the fire was going to mss you to the

sout h?---The fact that Callignee hadn't been nentioned and
some of those localities were to the south of us, so that
made us think that. But that's not what happened.
understand that. |In paragraph 26 you say, "At

approxi mately 6.30 pm we cane under enber attack." Can
you tell us what then occurred?---Yes. W were standing
on our back verandah | ooking in that south-westerly
direction. W had a nop in each of our hands. That was
ready to put out any enbers that canme. The first few
enbers canme, landed in the distance. As | said
previously, fromour back verandah it's | ooking back
towards a ridge, so we couldn't see what was com ng from
the other side of the ridge. So, the enbers started to
fall. As soon as they started to fall | went and turned
on our fire punp, checked that everything was going,
turned it on full blast, ran back to the verandah and
basically we waited for the fire to conme. Previous to
that it was absolutely pitch black to the point where we
had to use a torch to get around, because our verandah is
up on steps on both sides. So, back on the verandah, fire
punps goi ng, everything is getting nice and wet. Then
enbers started to land nore thickly, nore consistently.

W were just waiting. Then a tree, a large tree,

eucal yptus tree, nearly at the top of the ridge crackled
up in flames. It just went up conpletely. Then we knew
that it was really on at that point. So, the enbers were
creating fire in front of what was the main front. Then,

|'"'mnot sure if it was the actual front or not, but the
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fire had crowned into the top of the trees. The trees
near our property are nessmate, the ones around that you
saw cl osest to our house are about 30, 35 netres tall,

| suppose, so the fire was up above that. Then we deci ded
it was tinme to go inside and shelter. W had all the wet
stuff, towels and everything there ready. | think just
before that Ann had decided to put sone wet towels on the
outside windowsills, or the inside, |'mnot sure which.
She went and did that job, that were facing that

sout h-westerly direction. Then we went inside, closed the
curtains, and then the enbers were landing really, really
thickly. Being a tinroof, it was quite loud. | renenber
the fire itself being really, really loud. At one stage

| | ooked out and the main firefront was obviously right up
to us by then. | can just renenber |ooking out and the
enbers were just flying bright yellow streaks
horizontally. So, they were nmaking quite a noise on our
house. | checked every now and again to see whether the
sprinklers were working. They continued to work. W
actually had our fire plan out on the bench. 1'd got it
out earlier in the afternoon but | never ever |ooked at it
because | think - well, | renenbered nost of it. Then
that rem nded nme, when | was thinking what was in it

w thout |looking at it, to check the roof cavities. On the
western side of our house is the main bedroom W checked
the roof cavity up there. There is a door through - we
have cathedral ceilings inside, so there is a door with a
mezzani ne, so we went up there and enbers were flying in
under the ridge cap. They were |anding on the roof
trusses, on the fibreglass insulation, so | was going in

there. The snoke was extrenely intense. | mght also say
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this whole tine our three snoke alarns were going off |ike
crazy, but we just didn't have tine to do anythi ng about
it. | can still hear themin ny ears. So, using wet
towel s, Ann was feeding ne the wet towels through the door
into the roof cavity and | managed to put themout. | had
to keep com ng back out for fresher air because the whol e
house had filled up with snoke by this tinme as well, but
because the enbers were going into the roof cavity there,
it was just a whole lot nore intense and the heat in there
was trenendous. Then things started to die down a bit and
the enbers stopped comng into the roof cavity, so then

| thought I'd better just check to see if the sprinklers
were working. So | actually went to the north-east front
side of the house, | ooked out through the curtains there,
because there are two |ines of roof sprinklers, but we

al so had, where the verandah decki ng was, another |ine of
sprinklers that conpletely wet all the - we have tinber
lintel windows, so | checked to see that part of it al

and noticed that the sprinklers had stopped. Then we
decided to venture out. W had another | ook outside the
sout h-west side, noticed that things had died down a
little bit and thought, "Well, it's probably okay to go

out now and start to do whatever nopping up we could."

You then explain in paragraph 31, firstly, that that tinme you

were inside the house while the worst of the front passed
was about 10 or 15 mnutes. It probably felt a | ot |onger
at the tinme, | suspect, M Verlaan?---W've discussed that
a | ot between Ann and nysel f, our nei ghbours' experiences
and no-one's tinmeframe matches. But that's what it seened

li ke to us.

That's your best estimte?---That's our best estimte, yes.
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You say when you checked the fire punp it had burnt out because
of enber attack and sone of the conponents had nelted and
that accounted for why the sprinklers had stopped

wor ki ng?---That's correct, yes.

1

2

3

4

5 And that was despite the fact that the punp was housed in a

6 brick enclosure with a corrugated iron roof?---That's

7 correct. | had actually - I'mnot sure whether | have

8 witten it into here or not. Wen | turned the fire punp
9

on | thought it mght need a bit nore air, so | actually

10 left a small gap between the brick and the corrugated
11 roofing, and that's obviously where the enbers got in, so
12 that's going to be part of ny next inprovenent.

13 Plan C. At paragraph 32 you say that although the house didn't

14 catch fire, the above ground pool was danaged and the

15 decki ng and posts around it were on fire. The garden was
16 damaged and not surprisingly your woodpil e had caught fire
17 as well. Is that right?---That's correct, yes.

18 At paragraph 40 of your statenent you say, feel that we were

19 lucky that the fire cane through on the west side because
20 the pool and the driveway created a barrier around the

21 house. | also believe that the fuel reduction zone around
22 t he house hel ped protect the house because the intensity
23 of the fire did |lessen when it hit that zone." So your

24 pl anning bore fruit in that regard, M Verlaan?---W

25 bel i eve so, yes.

26 You say at paragraph 42 that you at no stage felt physically in

27 danger. You were confident that even if the house caught
28 fire you could use it to shelter fromthe radiant heat; is
29 that right?---That's correct.

30 You then describe events since 7 February. Was it on

31 8 February, when you started to talk to nei ghbours and
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1 friends, that you realised the extent of the devastation,
2 particularly in your part of the world?---Yes. Even

3 t hough the battery radio still went, there was no TV, not
4 that it would have worked anyway because we didn't have
5 power at that stage. W knew that there had been ot her

6 things going on in the state and that other places had

7 been devastated as well, but it was all a bit |ike we were
8 renmoved fromit. | think we were just so focused on what
9 was happening to us and sort of working out what we were
10 going to do next. Actually, just going back, I'mtrying
11 to answer your question.

12 Certainly?---On the night, | can't recall exactly what tine,
13 but it was definitely dark by that stage from natura

14 light or lack of natural |ight, we contacted Chel sea and
15 told her could she contact everyone she's got on her

16 contact list on her phone to tell themthat we were okay
17 so we had sone contact with people - - -

18 Through your daughter?---Yes, through our daughter there. And

19 our landline, I don't know how, but our |andline kept
20 working the whole tine. It wasn't particularly good, but
21 it did work.

22 At paragraph 52 of your statenent on w tness page 7 you have a

23 headi ng "Changes in the future" and you say in paragraph
24 52, "In the future we will stay and defend if a fire cones
25 again." Are you aware of the new system of warnings that
26 has been rel eased very recently and publicised by the

27 Prem er, anongst other people?---Yes.

28 Are you famliar with the highest |evel of warning that is to
29 be introduced this com ng summer, which is code red or
30 catastrophic?---Yes, | am

31 Does your intention to stay and defend al so apply to days that

. Wor dwave: MB/ SK 21/ 10/ 09 9641 VERLAAN XN
Bushfires Royal Conm ssion BY MR ROZEN



1 w |l be designated or may be designated as code red or

2 catastrophic or would you have a different approach to

3 such days? |If it helps you answering that question, the
4 i ndi cati on has been given that 7 February 2009, if a

5 simlar day occurred again, would be classified in that

6 way?---1 think, yes, | would.

7 You feel that the fire preparations you have had in place as

8 i nproved by your experience of |ast sumer woul d enabl e
9 you to do that?---1 do. | say |, but we have already

10 i nproved our fire preparation plans. Sone parts of it

11 already are better than they were before.

12 Under the heading "Stay or go" you nake the point in paragraph
13 55 about the inportance of your physical and enoti onal

14 preparation as preparing you for the events of 7 February
15 2009. You say in paragraph 57 that you think the

16 education material on whether to stay or go should

17 enphasise in a nmuch stronger way the need to be nentally
18 prepared. That's returning to a thene that | explored
19 with you earlier in your evidence?---Yes.

20 Have you seen any indication fromthe publicity that's been

21 given to warnings and the |like that that's happening or is
22 it sonething you still think - - -?---Not that I'mreally
23 aware of. | haven't updated any of the - | don't even

24 know i f the CFA have updated the "Living in the bush"

25 docunent which had our fire plan. | don't even know if

26 that's been updated, but | found that a very informative
27 docunent when | first got it.

28 You al so nake sone suggestions under the heading "Bushfire

29 pl ans and buil ding regulations” and if I'"mable to
30 sunmari se those, you say, don't you, that you think it
31 shoul d be conpul sory for people living in bushfire-prone
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areas to attend CFA education neetings?---Yes, | do say
that in there.

Do you say that because your attendances at such neetings soon
after going to live in Callignee were of assistance to you
in starting you along the path of a good fire plan?---Yes,
| do.

You al so make reference to the need for there to be reviews of
fire plans taking place on a regqular basis. Wo do you
thi nk or what body do you think should be responsible for
the review of fire plans?---1 wote down the CFA or an
authority, whether it is an existing authority or naybe a
new authority or a building authority or sonething that is
enpowered to do that sort of thing of hel pi ng househol ders
devel op bushfire pl ans.

They are the matters | have for M Verlaan. Do the
Comm ssi oners have any questions? | understand Ms Button
has sone questions for M Verlaan. |'msorry, Dr Lyon has
sone questions.

<CROSS- EXAM NED BY DR LYON

M Verlaan, ny nane is Geg Lyon and | represent the |ocal
councils. | just want to ask you sone questions, if
| may, about the contribution of the vegetation nanagenent
to the survival of your honme. You told the Conmm ssion
that you had quite a considered vegetati on managenent
policy in relation to your hone. Can | just ask you how
| ong have you had that in place, over how many years?---W
started to reduce the anount of vegetation in what we cal
the fuel reduction zone, we started to do that around
about 1998/ 99.

So it has been undertaken over quite a | ong period of tine

now?---Ch, vyes.
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It seens from |l ooking at the photograph that's attached to your
statenent, the aerial photographs in particular, that you
had quite a large circle of native vegetation around your
property; is that right?---That's correct, yes.

| al so gather, picking up not so nuch from your statenent but
fromthe attached bushfire survival plan, that the sort of
vegetation that you have around your house is all native
vegetation?---That's correct, yes.

You don't have any introduced species around your house?---No,
only what we had - there were a couple of introduced
species in the garden area itself around the house, but
they are | ow shrubs groundcover, but very few.

When you tal k about the fuel reduction zone, what sort of
di stance were you tal king about there? |Is that the 30 to
40 netre zone you are tal king about?---That's correct,
yes.

Have you heard of the introduction of a new 1030 policy by the
state governnent ?---Yes, | have.

Yours was a precursor to that by many years, | take it?---W
realised that as soon as that cane out and we thought,
"Oh, okay, sonebody has finally realised.”

One of the things that you say in your statenent is that you
had a clearing of 5 netres or so. Ws that al nbst back to
bare earth or can you just tell us what it is that you
had?---1f | can refer to the photo, the top left, top side
of the house which faces north-east, that's all driveway
out the front which is crushed rock. Then it goes around
the top as we | ook at the photo and then around the
bottom There's a pathway going up a little bit further
and then that area reduces significantly because that's

where we placed the pool and garden and there's also a
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1 washi ng |i ne.

2 I|I'msorry, do you mnd just getting up and showi ng us where the
3 pool is?---The driveway cones up along here. There is a
4 car park area there, all crushed rock. The pathway there
5 is about two or three netres wide to the back verandah,

6 which is here. Then the crushed rock driveway goes around
7 this side. Around this side of the house is another car

8 park with all crushed rock and then there is a paved area
9 where the washing line is here. The pool is there, with
10 its black cover on, so there's not that nuch of a zone

11 around here, so that's that 5 or so netre cleared area,

12 but as | said not so much along here. That's just |ow

13 shrubs, groundcover.

14 Then going out 30 to 40 netres we can see that there is still,

15 at least fromthe air, a very dense canopy of trees, but
16 you had taken out nuch of the undergrowth fromthere, had
17 you?---That's right, so it would go approximately here.

18 Qur boundary fence is very close to the bottom of the page
19 there. Then it would go approximately here, here, so

20 around there. You can see fairly clearly fromthe picture
21 here that's just basically native grass tussocks and

22 things, that's that green there. W did keep a coupl e of
23 sections, |eaf-shaped sections, probably nore about there
24 and up the back here, just to keep sone of the native

25 vegetation within that zone as well.

26 | just want to ask you a couple of questions. D d you keep the
27 area around your house watered or did you leave it to

28 natural rainwater and that?---Do you nmean watering the

29 pl ant s?

30 Yes, watering the native vegetation. D d you water that?---No.

31 What | want to ask you next is this. You tal ked about, before
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the firefront canme, you sustained an enber attack. What
was the effect of the enber attack within the relatively
cl eared area around your house? Was it easier to - did
you find it easy to contain?---The enbers didn't actually
ignite. W saw themland but they didn't really - they
didn't create a fire as such. There may have been, from
what | can renenber, small patches, but it stayed in

i sol ated pockets. That was the initial one, but they
certainly went out after a while.

Just while we've got that photograph up, from which direction
did the enbers conme, can you just indicate that?---Yes,
they were comng pretty well that way. It was al nost
pretty well south-west, fromthe south-west, so they were
headi ng nort h-east.

Al t hough you had checked on your sprinkler system you found
after the firefront passed that your punp had actually
st opped worki ng at sone stage?---Mr-hm

| take it fromthat, that that neant that your sprinkler system
wasn't working either?---That's correct.

So your house survived the fire, even though you at sone stage
| ost, presunmably during the firefront, your punp?---That's
correct. W know that it was towards the end of the
firefront com ng through, because |I was checki ng whet her
the sprinklers were working through the curtains at
vari ous st ages.

|"'mnearly at the end. You noted as the fire approached that
the fire was - | think you said the flanmes were about 20
or 30 netres. Did | read that, or is that the height of
the trees?---Yes. Above the height of the tree.

In the fuel reduced area, | take it you didn't see an intensity

of fire at ground level; are you able to say or not?---As
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we were on the back verandah watching the fire come down,
it was the beginnings of the firefront, it wasn't the
actual front. So what was ahead of the front, it stayed
up in the top of the trees, but once it hit the fue
reduced zone there was nowhere near the - there wasn't the
intensity. But we weren't out there |ong enough because,
as hopefully you can see, we had to go inside because the
heat was just becom ng way too nmuch. So the fire had cone
to the fuel reduction zone, we felt that it had reduced in
intensity, but then we had to go inside.

One final matter, thank you, M Verlaan. Do you know whet her
your house is in what is declared as a bushfire-prone
area?---Yes, | do.

It is, and is it?---Yes. Well, the reason why | know is
because our nei ghbour who is planning to rebuild was told
that she's in the highest - this is fromher, | don't know
how accurate this is - but she is in one of the highest
bush attack | evel zones.

Do you know whether there is a wldfire managenent overlay over
your house?---1"mnot entirely sure. | have been to
nmeetings that DSE have run in the past. | haven't been to
those neetings for quite a while, because to the
sout h-west here, the A d Callignee Road would run roughly
al ong there and then you have the Traral gon South flora
and fauna reserve. They have been doing roughly 100 netre
w de burns for property asset protection and | think that
that is part of that overlay plan that you m ght be
referring to.

Thank you. They are the matters.

<CROSS- EXAM NED BY Ms BUTTON

M Verlaan, | appear for the State of Victoria. Just a few
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questions, if I mght. You nentioned that you attended
several CFA neetings when you first noved into the area.
You have also said in your statenent, paragraph 60, that
you think that attendance at such neetings should be
conpul sory for those noving into or living in areas such
as yours. Can | ask you what the attendance was |i ke at
the CFA neetings that you attended?---The first one that

| attended at Jeeralang that | referred to, it was in

soneone's lounge room It was nore like - |I'm having
trouble renenbering - it was |ike the CFA Fireguard
program

Community Fireguard?---Yes, sonething |like that, so that was
the nature of that one. There would have probably been at
| east a dozen to 15 people there.

| think you nentioned another neeting was nore of a street
corner type of neeting?---It was, and there were - | can't
recall. There were a fair few people, | would say at
| east over 12, a dozen peopl e.

You knew fromthe training you had received, | think you say in
your statenent, that you would have to plan on the basis
of being independent in the event of a fire?---That's
correct.

Did you receive sone training or sone information through the
materials that you received about the way in which a fire
can behave when it is being driven in one direction by the
prevailing wind and there is going to be a wind
change?- - - Yes.

Is that information really reflected in what appears as a
pi cture on page 4 of the "Living in the bush" bookl et?
| mght ask if that can be brought up. It is part of the

bookl et that's been handed up containing the fire plan of
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1 M Verlaan. |f that could be put under the caneras,

2 pl ease. For the Conmm ssion's benefit, I'"'minstructed this
3 bookl et appears al so at (TEN. 001.001.0004). Did you

4 understand from having seen that diagramthat the fire can
5 travel with the wind and then, on the change, what appears
6 as the flank becones the head?---That's exactly right.

7 You have nade a statenent that's dated in June of this year.

8 You have referred to warnings that you heard on the radio
9 on that day. Can | take it that you didn't have the

10 benefit of transcript of the ABC G ppsl and when you nade
11 your statenent?---That's correct.

12 | think you ve told the Comm ssion when M Rozen was asking you
13 questions that you forned the view that the warnings were
14 suggesting that the fire would go to the south of

15 Callignee, including on the wind change, and then M Rozen
16 took you to the warning that was broadcast at 1808 t hat

17 i ncl uded Hi andal e and Gornandal e and referred you to the
18 fact that those conmunities are east and to the

19 north-east?---1"mnot sure - you said sonething there that
20 |"'mnot sure if that's exactly what | said or understand.

21 Let nme take you to the part of the statenent that I'mreferring

22 to. This is in paragraph 23. "They did nention that with
23 the south-westerly wind change the fire would spread to

24 the south of Callignee and they did not say anything about
25 Callignee"?---That's correct.

26 M Rozen took you to the warning that was on the radio at 6.08

27 menti oni ng H andal e and Gornmandal e; do you recal
28 t hat ?- - - Yes.
29 | think part of the evidence you gave was that you really just
30 didn't hear Callignee on the radio; is that
31 correct?---That's correct.
. Wordwave: MB/ SK 21/ 10/ 09 9649 VERLAAN XXN
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just put to you there were two warnings that did nention
Callignee that were on ABC G ppsland at 1553, that's

7 mnutes to 4 o' clock, and at 4.05. Can | take it you
just didn't hear Callignee nentioned at that tine, at
those tinmes?---1 recall hearing warnings and | can't
really recall exactly whether Callignee was nenti oned or

not .

The warnings that were broadcast at the two tines | have just

told you about were drawn froma nessage, a warning
message that was created in an incident control centre
that was in Traralgon. That needn't concern you for the
pur poses of this question, but the fuller witten warning
contained a |ine saying, "Decide now whether you are going
to stay or go." You have referred in your statenent at
paragraph 56 to sone people in your area of Callignee

|l eaving quite | ate when they could actually see flanes

com ng?- - - Mm.

Do you think it would have been hel pful to themif that part of

t he nmessage, "Decide now whether you are going to stay or

go," had been broadcast on the radi o?---Yes.

Because when Cal lignee was nentioned at those two tines, that

part of the nessage in fact wasn't read out on the radio.
There was also a M Peter Lockwood who gave an interview
on ABC G ppsland at 4.25. He was the incident controller
at the Traral gon incident control centre that | have just
mentioned. | just want to ask you whether you heard this.
Gerard Callinan, who was the radio host, said, "W are
expecting the change around, what, 7 or 8 o'clock tonight.
We have had peopl e speak to us saying, 'Look, this is
dangerous right now, but it is even nore dangerous when

the change occurs.' \What's your advice about that? | know

. Wor dwave: MB/ SK 21/ 10/ 09 9650 VERLAAN XXN
Bushfires Royal Conm ssion BY M5 BUTTON



© 00 N OO 0o b~ wWw N P

W oW NN N DNNNNDNDNNDNPR P P P P P R PR R
B O © 0 ~N o U0 A W N P O © 0 ~N o U0 M W N B O

it is a couple of hours down the track, but it's
worthwhile just noting it now, | guess." Then Peter
Lockwood says, "Well, | would say that certainly people
who are east of the fire, it is to make your deci sion now.
Ei t her whether you are going to stay and defend your hone
or whether you are actually going to nove to a safer

| ocation." Then there are sone ot her exchanges between
them and then M Lockwood goes on, "Certainly the eastern
part of the fire and as | say, those - if you draw a |ine
from Churchill straight through to where Yarram Wodsi de
is and to the east of that, when the fire, when the w nd
direction changes direction, that is certainly the area it
is going to head.”" Did you hear that on the afternoon of
7 February?---1 may have. | don't renenber whether | did
or not, but | do renenber having conversations with Ann
about the very nature of that event happening with the

w nd change, and we felt that that was, from our point of
view, that was a fairly obvious thing that was going to
happen. So | nmust have heard or knew, and this would have
been fromthe radi o because that was our only neans of
conmuni cation receiving nessages. No, we also I think
used the CFA website a bit, but very mnimally. Wth the
know edge of which way the fire was going and fromthe
diagramthat we had up before, it wasn't hard to put two
and two together.

That was the very expression that was in ny mnd. Can | just
ask you one nore thing. You would know where Churchill is
inrelation to you, would you not ?---Yes.

To the west, roughly?---Yes.

And Wodsi de Yarram as wel | ?---Yes.

So the description that M Lockwood gave of the line of the
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fire nmoving to the east upon the wi nd change, had you
heard it, and you say you can't recall, but that would
have been a neani ngful description to you?---Yes.

Thank you. | have no further questions for you.

MR ROZEN: | have no further matters for M Verlaan. Could he
pl ease be excused?

CHAI RMAN:  Yes. Thank you, M Verlaan, you may be excused.

<(THE W TNESS W THDREW

MR ROZEN: The next witness is Bruce Mongan. | ask M Mongan,
pl ease, to cone forward

<BRUCE NEALE MONGAN, affirnmed and exan ned:

MR ROZEN: M Mongan, your full name is Bruce Neal e
Mongan?---That's correct.

You are the captain of the Yinnar South fire brigade?--- Yes,
that's correct.

What town do you live in?---Qur address is (indistinct) Road,
Yinnar, but it is actually closer to Yinnar South.

M  Mongan, you are a plunber by training, is that
right?---That's correct, yes.

But you don't work as a plunber?---Not any nore, no.

What's your day job?---1 work at Bunnings in Morwell and |'m
actual ly enployed there as a qualified plunber but | do
hardware, door furniture, nuts, bolts, screws, all that
sort of stuff and then cross over to advice for plunbing
when required.

M Mongan, with the assistance of the solicitors for the
Vi ctorian governnent have you prepared a w tness statenent
for the Royal Conm ssion?---Yes, | have.

It appears at (WT.3004.018.0216). Have you had an opportunity
to read through the contents of your statenent before

gi ving evi dence today, M Mongan?---Yes, | have.
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Are the contents of your statenment true and correct?---Yes.

Are there any parts of it that you would |like to change?---No.

| tender the statenent.

#EXH BI' T 417 - Wtness statenent of Bruce Neal e Mongan
(WT. 3004.018.0216) and attachnents.

M  Mongan, you have been waiting a long tine today to give
evi dence and we thank you for your patience, first of all.
You joined the CFA in 19837?---Yes.

You joined the Yinnar South brigade at that tinme, is that
right?---No, that's not correct. | actually joined the
Driffield brigade and then in 1985, |ate 1985, transferred
over to Yinnar South.

You have been with Yinnar South since that tinme?---That's
correct.

You were elected to the position of captain of that brigade in
20007?- - - Yes.

And you have held that position since that tine, successfully
going to an election every second year; is that
right?---Yes, that's correct.

You explain your role as captain of the brigade in paragraph 7.
You tell us that there are 37 nenbers of the brigade. How
many are active nenbers?---About 27 are active. That's
vari abl e because we've got two new ones com ng on NOWw.

The brigade are doing a good job in bringing them on.
Just for the Commi ssion, |'ve actually stood down as
captain for a period of tinme; unsure how long that wll
be. But | have stood down as captain and the brigade is
being run by the next in line. The first |ieutenant and
the secretary are currently stepping up and doing a

mar vel | ous j ob.

Do you hold a present rank within the brigade?---1"mstill the

. Wor dwave: MB/ SK 21/ 10/ 09 9653 MONGAN XN
Bushfires Royal Conm ssion BY MR ROZEN



© 00 N OO 0o b~ wWw N P

W oW NN N DNNNNDNDNNDNPR P P P P P R PR R
B O © 0 ~N o U0 A W N P O © 0 ~N o U0 M W N B O

captain of the brigade as such, but I'mnot having - well,
very little, only discussions with those two people, into
the mai ntenance of the brigade at the nonent.

The brigade is part of the Mdirwell group?---Yes.

You have also held offices within the group over the tine that
you have been associated with the Yinnar South
bri gade?---Yes, that's correct.

You have held the positions of conmunications officer, deputy
group officer and group officer?---Yes, that's correct.

But | take it you don't presently hold a group position, or do
you?---No, | was at this fire a DG. | have since
resi gned that position.

At paragraph 9 you refer to qualifications that you have
obt ai ned t hrough the CFA and they include an endor senent
to performthe role of sector commander ?---Yes.

You set out the extensive experience that you have had in fires
both in Victoria and New South WAl es in paragraph
10?- - - Yes.

You refer briefly to preparations that were put in place in
advance of the forecast conditions on 7 February 2009.
Were you aware frominformation you received through the
CFA that it was anticipated that 7 February 2009 woul d be
a particularly bad day?---Yes. A little bit through the
CFA, but nost of it through the nedia on the Wednesday
before when the three chiefs got together and said this
was going to be the big deal this weekend, that was
possi ble. So, yes.

You joined at Driffield just before the Ash Wednesday fires, is
that right?---1 actually - | went to fires in 1982 with
Driffield and just after the Ash Wednesday fires they
officially signed ne up.
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So the conparisons of 7 February 2009 with the Ash Wednesday
fires would have been neani ngful to you?---Very.

At paragraphs 14 through 18 you referred to sone jobs that you
wer e doi ng even before the outbreak of the Churchill fire
on 7 February 2009, and you say at paragraph 18 that you
cane across M Barling, the captain of the Churchil
bri gade, whilst carrying out those duties?---Yes.

And you had a di scussion and when you departed you said that
you' d seem himlater, but hopefully not. | take it that
was not personal, but rather you hoped you weren't
involved in a big fire that afternoon?---1 didn't want to
see himagain that afternoon, no, you're right. Steve's a
good bl oke, 1'd see himany tine, but not that afternoon.
As it turns out, we did.

As it turns out, you certainly did. If | can take you to the
Churchill fire. At paragraph 24 of your statenent, which
is witness page 219, you say that having been involved in
other matters you were about to return to Yinnar South
when you noticed snoke rising in the area south of
Churchill. Wat's the distance as the crow flys,

M Mongan, from Yinnar South to Churchill ?---Around ei ght
to 10 kil ometres.

A decent colum of snoke, was it, when you first sawit? How
woul d you describe it?---VWhen | first sawit, | thought it
m ght have been a car fire because it was just a columm of
snoke that was black, but it certainly didn't take long to
realise that it was no longer, if it was a car fire, that,
and it was well and truly into sone kind of plantation.

You say that you tried to call 000 but couldn't get through
but you were able to get through to the RECC in Sal e.

That's the CFA regional coordination centre?---That's
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correct, yes.
You alerted themto the fire south of Churchill at about
1335 hours or 25 to 2 in the afternoon, and you told them

that (a) there was a fire and (b) it was a significant

one. |Is that right?---Yes, that's correct.
You then nmade the decision to go directly to Churchill. What
vehicle were you in?---1 was in ny owm car, which is a

bl ue Hol den Rodeo dual cab, a distinctive col our bl ue.

What, if any, CFA equi pnent do you have in the car?---1 have a
CFA radi o.

That's a fixed radio in the car?---That's a fixed nobile radio,
yes.

You say in paragraph 26 that you radioed Vic Fire and you asked
for air support for the fire as well?---That's correct.

You heard sone information on the radio, did you, en route to
Churchill? You heard a nessage "Mke tankers 10" and then
anot her message, "Make tankers 20"?---That's correct, yes.

They are indications that the desire was to have a | ot of
resources cone at the fire to see if it could be dealt
with by way of initial attack?---That's correct, yes.

It was an indication to you as an experienced firefighter that,
as you antici pated when you saw it, this was a fire of
sone significance?---Yes.

You went, as you describe in paragraph 29, through Churchil
and al ong d endonald Road and ultimately arrived at the
intersection of Jelleff's Qutlet and d endonald Road and
there was a police officer in attendance. D d you know

that police officer?---No, | didn't. He actually followed

me in, into Aendonald Road. | didn't know him | now
know his Christian nanme is Craig. |'muncertain of his
sur nare.
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1 Were there any other CFA resources at that | ocation when you

2 arrived?---No.

3 You were the first. You say in paragraph 32 that you spoke to
4 Steve Barling, you're not sure whether it was by phone or
5 radi o, and you suggested to himthat before he attended at
6 the site as the initial incident controller he should | ook
7 at the fire via Jeeral ang West Road. Wy did you nake

8 t hat suggestion to him M Mngan?---Fromthe area that

9 | suggested to Steve to go to, you can actually see right
10 out over the area where the fire originated from He

11 m ght have got a better idea of the direction it was

12 travelling in fromup there, the size of what it was,

13 al though I don't think you needed to go up there to | ook
14 at how big it was because by this stage it was pretty big.
15 It just would have hel ped Steve imensely in sone of his
16 pl anni ng that he woul d have been able to put together.

17 You refer in paragraph 32 to M Barling being the incident

18 controller or the initial incident controller on his

19 arrival. |s that because he was the captain of the |ocal
20 bri gade?---1n sone sense, yes, it is that as well, but

21 Steve's experience, the fact that he had the ability with
22 the vehicle with two radios, he had help with him | know
23 he had at | east one other person. It turns out |ater he
24 had a couple of extras with him But Steve's experience
25 was nore than - | was happy for himto take over.

26 You gave sone initial directions to sone of the first attending

27 tankers, the Morwell tankers and the Mrboo East and

28 Traral gon East tankers. Was that before M Barling had
29 arrived and taken on the responsibility of the initial
30 i ncident controller?---Yes.

31 Were you effectively the initial initial incident controller,
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if I can put it that way?---You could say that, yes.
| set up d endonald Road control.

What position did you take up once M Barling arrived and
becane the incident controller?---The sector commander of
t he western sector.

You describe that in paragraph 38 of your statenent, where you
say that M Barling allocated to you the western side of
the fire area towards Jeeral ang West Road and Dobbi ns
Road?---Yes, that's correct.

You descri be your focus on the Jeeral ang West Road as being
asset protection and you explain your activities through
the course of the afternoon whilst the fire was burning in
a south-easterly direction?---Yes.

In broad terns, what was the objective of the crews under your
control in your sector?---The main thing was to make sure
that the properties in the vicinity of the fire ridge were
going to be protected by us, to check out whether anybody
was hone. |If they were, to nake sure that they were okay.
But, by the tine we had gotten around there, the fire had
actually conme up another direction and crossed Jeeral ang
West Road and started headi ng back down towards Dobbi ns
Road, so it was difficult to get through.

You have hel pfully, M Mngan, attached a map to your
statenent. | will perhaps ask for that to be brought up
on the screen. It is at (WT.3004.018.0229). If
M Mongan could be provided with the | aser pointer, it
m ght be of assistance to us in understandi ng your
evidence. That's the map that's attached to your
statenent, is it not?---Yes, that's correct. Can you just
zoomin a bit on that, thanks.

Is it the top left-hand corner you want to focus on?---Yes,
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down in here. There's Dobbins Road there and Jeeral ang
West Road.

Perhaps if you are able to trace Jeeral ang West Road for us
with the pointer, please, M Mngan?---Here through here
and around here, up around the quarry and down to there.

Dobbi ns Road intersects, does it, with Jeeral ang West
Road?---Yes, that's correct. There's the Dobbins Road
i ntersection there.

The resources that were under your control in that sector, did
they concentrate in one particular part of the sector or
did they nove around as the afternoon
proceeded?---lnitially we concentrated on this part of the
sector in here, because we couldn't get through to here
successfully because this area here, the fire had cone up
and burnt through and up into here. So, there was a
property here that had asset protection on and we were
wat ching this one here as well.

So the bl ack squares that we see on the map are individua
houses?---Yes, that one there. |I'ma bit shaky, |I'm
sorry.

That's all right. Perhaps if we could have the map left up for
the monent and I will do ny best to work from your
statenent. You refer in paragraph 47 to the Morwell
tanker and two ot her tankers working near a house which
you say is located near map reference A5 on that
map?---That's it there.

You say there was a small fire backing up towards the house, so
that was, what, fromthe east, was it?---The fire was
comng in through there, up a rise, and then there was
fire comng down a ridge through here.

You say, "The crew were going to let this happen so an area
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woul d be burnt around the house to create a break around
the house for the occupiers to defend it." Do we take it
fromthat that the occupiers were present at the house
whil e this was happeni ng?---They were present, yes.

Were there discussions wth the occupi ers about that
pl an?---Wth the Morwell crews. | believe so, yes.

It didn't involve you personally?---No.

At paragraph 48 of your statenent you say that whilst you were
out of your ute checking on the crews, "David Staple on
the Morwell tanker said to ne that he had just heard a red
flag warning"?---Yes, that's correct.

When you were out of your ute checking on your crews, and
| take it by that you nean checking firstly that they were
perform ng the work that you wanted themto perform as
sect or commander ?- - - Yes.

And, secondly, that they were doing that in a manner that was
safe?---And their welfare, to nake sure that they were al
okay.

Were you in radio contact when you were out of your ute?---No.

You told us earlier that you had I think what you described as
a fixed portable radio in your - did | understand that
correctly?---No, it's a nobile radio, a fixed nobile.

A fixed nobile radio?---That's correct.

You didn't have a portable handheld radi o at your
di sposal ?---Not with me, no. As a DB | had one all ocated
to me, but with the week before it was | oaned to anot her
brigade to be used at the Del burn conplex and | hadn't
recei ved that back

So that's ordinarily part of the equipnment you have as a DGO
but the reason for not having it on that day is as you' ve

have expl ai ned?---That's correct.
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Were there any other such radios available to you from any
source on 7 February?---Not to ny know edge, no.

Did you raise a concern about that with anyone?---1 had asked a
coupl e of other brigades that were there if they had any
spares, but, no, they didn't.

It happened that, whilst you were out of the car and outside of
radio range, it would seemthat a red flag warning cane
t hrough warning of a wi nd change?---Yes, that's correct.

You were infornmed of that by M Staple and, as you say in
paragraph 48, he told you that a wi nd change was predicted
to conme through at 1900 hours or 7 pnf---Yes.

You didn't keep a |l og on the day?---No.

Are you able to indicate to us the approximte tine at which
M Staple infornmed you of that red flag warning?---1t was
just before 6 pm

Do you recall whether what he said to you was that the w nd
change was predicted to cone through at 1900 hours or did
he say in an hour or what did he actually say to you, as
best you can recall ?---The best | can recall, that Dave
said the wind change was due through at about 1900 hours.

You then asked David if all of your crews under your control,
including the strike team had acknow edged the red fl ag
war ni ng, which he said they had; is that right?---That's
correct, yes.

And you asked himto let M Barling know that you had
acknow edged it?---That's al so correct.

Wiy did you do that?---Dave was sitting in the seat of the
Morwel | tanker, had the radio in his hand. | would have
to go around and clinb up intoit. It was no point. It
was easier for Dave to do that rather than ne clinb in and

do the radi o nessage. Dave is a very capabl e person.
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You were reporting back to M Barling in accordance with
establ i shed CFA procedure that requires acknow edgnent of
a red flag warning back up the chain?---Yes, that's

correct.

1

2

3

4

5 Paragraph 49 you say, "Alnost imediately the wi nd change was

6 upon us." \Were were you at the tinme the wi nd change

7 hit?---Still at that property with the other crews that

8 were in there. W noticed there was just an al m ghty suck
9 of air fromthe east and then it blew |li ke buggery from
10 t he sout h-west .

11 At paragraph 50 you reflect on what you woul d have done had you

12 known that the wi nd change was going to arrive, as it did,
13 shortly after 6 pm rather than the 7 pmadvice in the red
14 flag warning. You say that you woul d have nade sure that
15 your crews were in open country. Wat do you nean by

16 "open country"?---The area we were in was fairly heavily
17 tinmbered. As it turns out, there was a | ot of branches

18 and whatnot falling out of the trees around us, so we

19 woul d have gotten out of there, it would have been safer
20 for us. One thing Steve said to us all day was our safety
21 was paranmount and given that few nore m nutes we woul d

22 have been out of there.

23 You say that you in addition would have got the crews that were

24 working on the fire near the house to put the fire out
25 rather than letting it burn a break in front of the house.
26 Wiy was that?---1f we had have put it out, we could have
27 gotten out of there and left it to the residents. They
28 weren't prepared, |like the |ast person here was, nowhere
29 near it. So we could have put that fire out and got out
30 into the open where it would have been safer for us. As
31 it turns out, nobody got hurt, but it would have been

. Wordwave: MB/ SK 21/ 10/ 09 9662 MONGAN XN

Bushfires Royal Conm ssion BY MR ROZEN



© 00 N OO 0o b~ wWw N P

W oW NN N DNNNNDNDNNDNPR P P P P P R PR R
B O © 0 ~N o U0 A W N P O © 0 ~N o U0 M W N B O

better if we hadn't have been in there.

What happened to the house that you were working on, or the
crews were working on, M Mngan?---No, no damage at al
to ny know edge.

You say at paragraph 53 that shortly after that you heard two
mayday calls over the radio. You say, "I believe | heard
the dengarry West crew and then not |ong after that the
Hazel wood North crew." Can | ask you this, M Mngan. In
your 26 years with the CFA how many mayday calls woul d you
have heard carrying out your duties on the
fireground?---1 don't think |I've ever heard one before.

The mayday calls told you, did they not, that those crews on
those two tankers were in a serious situation so far as
the safety of the crews were concerned?---That's correct,
yes.

You express in paragraph 54 regret on your part that you
weren't able to do sonething to assist those crews?---Yes,
that's correct.

Perhaps if we can go back to the map, please. The crews
concerned, at the tinme they nmade their mayday calls, were
on d endonald Road, M Mongan, is that right?---As far as
| knew, yes.

They were in a position to the east of the intersection of
Jelleff's Qutlook?---That's correct. To the best of ny
know edge they were working in this area here.

I f you can just indicate where G endonald Road is in that area
pl ease, M Mongan?---This is nearly flat. No, it's not
goi ng to happen.

Perhaps we will go to the old fashioned way?---That's
G endonal d Road here and | believe those crews were in

this area here.
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Just for the benefit of the transcript, M Mngan has | ust
indicated the | ocation of the crews to a position on
d endonal d Road east of Jelleff's Qutlook. You say at
paragraph 57 that you were able to reach sone of your
crews by driving south along Jeeral ang West Road and you
were able to satisfy yourself that they were safe?---Yes,
that's correct.

You then go on and descri be your activities throughout the
remai nder of the evening which invol ved checking on
residents in the area to ensure that they were
okay?- - - Yes.

Eventual |y you got back to the staging area, as you explain in
paragraph 64, at 12.30 in the norning of
8 February?---Yes, that's correct.

And after a discussion wwth M Barling and M Beaton, you
deci ded that you would go hone to get sone rest and you
got honme shortly after 1 o' clock in the norning?---Yes,
that's correct.

Not nuch rest, it seens, M Mongan, because you were woken up
by a phone call at 6.45 on the 8th?---Yes.

And M Sullivan fromthe incident control centre called you.
What did you understand his role was at the incident
control centre?---1"mnot sure.

That was the first contact you' d had with the incident control
centre since you had arrived at the fireground back on
7 February?---1 did have sone radi o communications with
them during the afternoon, very, very scratchy, and | was
actually trying to get a nessage to Steve and they said
they'd pass that on.

In fairness, in accordance with the AIIM structure, your |ine

of communi cation with the incident control centre on the
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1 afternoon once M Barling arrived was intended to be

2 through him is that right?---That's correct, yes.

3 You were asked to be division commander on the fire and you

4 i ndicated that you would do that. You were allocated

5 three sectors in the northern division of the fire on the
6 nmorni ng of 8 February?---Yes, that's correct.

7 You nmake sone observations in part 4 of your statenent at

8 paragraph 67 headed "Comrents on 7 February 2009". Like
9 many ot hers who we've heard from you indicate

10 difficulties that you had with the communi cati ons and you
11 say that in an ideal world each sector should have its own
12 channel. Wuld you like to expand on that, please,

13 M Mongan?---Yes. Wth the anount of tankers,

14 firefighting equipnment, the next day it was actually set
15 up just that way, where each sector had its own channel
16 and anot her one back to the command, which made it a | ot
17 easier to conunicate with strike team| eaders because

18 there wasn't all the jamed-up traffic. On 7 February

19 there was plenty of people out there doing lots of hard
20 things and doing it tough to the best of their ability and
21 with one radio frequency they've all got a nessage to get
22 through that is as inportant to themas it is to anybody
23 else to use it, and just consequently not enough airspace
24 for everybody to tal k on.

25 You al so say at paragraph 70 that you have struggled to

26 conprehend the enormty of what happened on 7 February and
27 particularly you have said you are trying to understand

28 the fire behaviour of the day and that the fire burnt back
29 towards you in a way that you hadn't seen before?---Yes,
30 that's correct.

31 What was it about the fire behaviour that was so
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1 unusual ?---1 don't know. It was just horrible. It was

2 all over the place. You just couldn't predict anywhere it
3 was going to go. | nean, the western sector should have
4 been, for nme, one of the safest places to be, but it was
5 far fromthat.

6 Thank you, M Mongan. They are the matters that | have for

7 M  Mongan, Conmi ssioners.

8 COW SSI ONER PASCOE: M Mngan, |I'minterested to ask you just
9 alittle bit about deploynent, because | note in paragraph
10 20 you tal k about phoning the RECC because you were

11 concerned at the deploynent of the Yinnar South tankers

12 out of their locality. Then on paragraph 41 you talk

13 about the Toongabbi e tanker wanting to | eave to protect

14 their area and you giving that authorisation because you
15 thought it was a reasonable request. In terns of the

16 depl oynent of resources, is there usually an attenpt to
17 depl oy tankers close to their own hone area?---Yes. The
18 cl osest tankers always go, if available. Cbviously when
19 the call is nmade for 20, they have to go a fair bit
20 further out than just our |ocal resources to get them |If
21 | can go back to paragraph 20, there was a lot of fire
22 trucks going out to the Del burn conplex for small fires,
23 fence posts, tree stunps inside the black area, and | had
24 a huge concern that outside of that area, if we got a
25 fire, we weren't going to be able to put trucks to it as
26 qui ckly as we needed to. Obviously | did sone work to try
27 and rectify that. As it goes, we were |ucky enough to get
28 sone trucks there fairly quick, but it could have worked
29 t he ot her way.

30 In your experience, has it ever been a probl em when crews want

31 to return to a fire that's developed in their local area
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when they are already deployed to a fire in another
area?---1t can be very hard to manage those crews. 1In the
case of the Toongabbie crew, they told ne that they
weren't allowed - their group officer had said to return
but | think it was a bit deeper than that. | don't think
they wanted to be there and | can't blane them and
| wasn't going to stop them from going hone if that was
t he case.

In effect is it a judgnent on the day?---1t was a judgnent
| made at the tine, yes.

And others in your circunstance would often be called upon to
make a simlar judgnent?---1t is possible, yes.

Just one other thing. | asked a question this norning about
the use of private vehicles, and | got one opinion. But
| note that you nake nmention, |I'mjust quickly trying to
find it, of sonme private vehicles which you requested to
go and assist with a house fire. It would appear from
your transcript that they happily did so?---Yes.

At paragraph 62?---Yes. There is a section in there in

relation to the Mrboo East tanker breaking down. Wil st

| was | ooking for those folks, | cane across sone | ocal
guys fromthe town of Churchill that | know reasonably
well. The driver is a local builder. He was tow ng a
trailer tank, | don't know how big, but he was tow ng that

behind his four-wheel-drive. Up at a property, and | know
the occupier as Mchelle - there was a fire near her

house, let's go there. | couldn't get a fire truck to it
so | asked himto go up and put it out. It was just

burning in their garden edges and whatnot. That was well

after the wind change and they did just that. | believe
t hey saved her house for her. | have seen video footage
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that she took from Churchill that she believed was her
house burning down. As it turns out, it wasn't. It was
the shed very close to the house.

Just a broader question. In your experience with fires and the
i nvol venent of private vehicles, on bal ance have you found
themto be hel pful ?---1 haven't actually had that many
experiences with that type of equipnment. Certainly with
my car | have found it val uabl e and obviously there are

ot her brigade captains and DG0s out there that use their

vehicles. | won't be using mne again. |It's as sinple as
that. It won't happen.
Thank you.

MR ROZEN: Just one followup matter fromthat. Wiy won't you
be using your vehicle again?---1 don't think I'll go
again.

They are the matters | have for M Mongan. M Livernore does
not have questi ons.

CHAI RMAN:  Yes. Thank you, M Mongan. Thank you very nuch

MR ROZEN: Thank you M Mongan. |t was obviously a very
difficult day for you.

<(THE W TNESS W THDREW

MR ROZEN: The next witness is Graenme Chesterton. | ask
M Chesterton to cone forward, please.

<GRAEME DONALD CHESTERTON, sworn and examn ned:

MR ROZEN: M Chesterton, is your full name G aene
Chesterton?---Yes, it is.

You live in the Aengarry West area?---That's correct.

You work as a pharmaci st at the Latrobe Regional Hospital in
Traral gon?- - - Yes.

You are also a volunteer firefighter with the 3 engarry West

Country Fire Authority brigade and you hold the title of
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i eutenant?---That's correct.

s there a nunber attached to that? Are you the first
lieutenant?---Not the first. | think it is the second or
third.

For the purposes of the Royal Comm ssion have you nmade two
statenents, the first of which was nmade to the police as
part of the Operation Phoeni x taskforce
i nvestigation?---Yes.

That's at (SUMV. 044. 003. 1345). Have you also nore recently
made a statement with the assistance of the Victorian
Governnent Solicitors O fice?---Yes.

That statenent is at, for the record, (WT.3004.018.0353). 1In
relation to the first of those statenents, it records that
it was nmade on 15 April 2009?--- Yes.

The second statenent was nmade nore recently. Can you just
explain to us briefly the circunstances in which you cane

to nake the second statenent?---Yes. The first statenent

was made to the police back at that tine. | was not given
a copy at the tine. | was told that it would be
forthcomng in the mail. The first tine | becane aware of

the exi stence was just a nunber of weeks ago when | was
contacted by the CFA to advise that ny police statenent
was of interest to the Comm ssion and that | said | didn't
have a copy of that and they forwarded ne a copy. | then
went through that statenent over the |ast few weeks and
there were a nunber of areas that needed sone
clarification.

Further to that, do you in paragraph 3 of the nore recent
statenent list 12 anendnents that you wish to nmake to the
pol i ce statenent?---Yes.

W t hout goi ng through each of those in turn, do you then in the
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remai nder of the statenment describe in nore detail other
aspects of your experience on the fireground on 7 February
20097?---Yes, | do.

s the position this, M Chesterton: we need therefore to read
the two statenents together to get an accurate picture of
those activities?---Yes, that would be correct.

The two statenents taken together, are their contents true and
correct?---Yes, they are.

| tender the two statenents as the one exhibit.

#EXH BI T 418 - Police statenent of G aene Donald Chesterton
(SUMV. 044. 003. 1345) and Wtness statenent of G aene Donal d
Chesterton (WT.3004.018.0353) and attachnents.

MR ROZEN: | should indicate, Comm ssioners, that we have
raised wwth the State the prospect of producing a
consol i dat ed docunent which m ght be of assistance to
everyone, and that's a matter that is under consideration
as we understand it. M Chesterton, if |I can just ask you
alittle bit about your background. You have been a
volunteer firefighter for approximately the | ast
24 years?---Yes, that's correct.

Your wife and son are al so brigade nenbers?---Yes.

Your wife is in fact the captain of the Aengarry West fire
bri gade?---That's correct.

Your son, Adam, how |l ong has he been a nenber of the
bri gade?---He was 17 years of age at the tine, so he has
only been a nenber for the |last year and a bit.

Perhaps if the police statenent could pl ease be brought up at
this tinme. Do you have that in front of you,

M Chesterton?---Yes, | do.
Do you see in the third paragraph on the first page you say,

"To assist me with ny recollection of events | have been
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supplied a map of the fire area"?---Yes.

That was true, was it? The police officer who took your
statenent provided you with a map?---Yes, he did.

In the course of your statenent, did you nake notations on that
map to assist in conveying the information that you wanted
to convey?---Yes, | did.

The map unfortunately does not seemto be attached to the
statenent. Do you know what happened to that map?---That
map was kept by the police officer who interviewed ne.

You have not seen it since?---1 have not seen it since that
time, that's correct.

At the bottom of page 1 of your police statenent you indicate
that at about 1.30 pmon 7 February you heard on the CFA
radi o scanner that the Churchill brigade was turning out
at a fire at G endonald Road in Churchill ?---Yes.

Is that an area that is well known to you?---Yes, being one of
the main roads of Churchill | sort of knew the general
vicinity.

You say that al nost imedi ately you | ooked out your w ndow in
the direction of Churchill and saw a gi ant snoke plunme
rising in the air which was quite visible to you even
t hough you are sone 20 kilonetres away fromthat area at
home?---Yes, that's correct.

Shortly after that you heard that the Churchill tanker wanted
addi ti onal tankers and you and your son then decided that
you should respond to that call ?---Yes, we'd heard the
"Make tankers 20" and when that's occurred in previous
fires in the area it has involved our attendance, so we
decided to be a bit pre-enptive and head for the fire
station just in case.

Are you part of the same group as the Churchill brigade?---No,
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we are not.

What group do you forn?---We are part of the Heyfield group.

But nonet hel ess near enough to your neck of the woods for you
to respond to that call?---Yes.

You say that you and Adam drove to the fire station and net up
with four other nmenbers you identify; M Inglis,

M Lawence, M Farnmer and M Osborne. So altogether
there were six of you?---That's correct.

And you, after getting into your gear, travelled code 1 to the
| ocati on of d endonald Road, Churchill?---That's correct.

How | ong after you first noticed the fire at 1.30 or so did you
arrive at d endonald Road?---1t probably woul d have been
perhaps close to 50 mnutes, allowing travelling tinme from
home to the fire station, get the truck out, get ready and
then usually it's about a 25 mnute drive in the car but
the truck is a bit slower.

Were there a nunber of CFA crews already in attendance when you
arrived?---Yes, there were a nunber of tankers already
ahead of us.

Were you able to ascertain who was in charge?---At that point
we contacted Vic Fire to acknow edge that we were on
scene. We were given the fireground channel and the
operations point nane. W then changed to that channel
and contacted the operations point.

You say in the mddle of the fourth paragraph on page 2 that
you were told to proceed al ong d endonal d Road bl acki ng
out as you went along. Who told you to do that?---That
was sonebody on the operations point, but I don't know the
name of the person

Have you been in the hearing roomwhilst M Barling and

M  Mongan have given evidence?---Yes, | have been.
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Was it one of those gentleman that gave that direction to
you?---1t may have been, but | can't be sure.

You then describe continuing to performthose duties throughout
the course of the afternoon. | take it fromreadi ng your
statenent that you were working in a relatively confined
geogr aphi cal area?---Yes, we were working al ong several
hundred netres of d endonal d Road.

Were you working in a position east of Jelleff's Qutl ook, east
of the intersection with Jelleff's Qutl ook?---Yes, we
woul d have been at certain tines.

And at other tines, where were you?---W certainly went back
west as far as where the sort of edge of the fire was at
A endonal d Road.

The activities that you were perform ng during the course of
the afternoon, you refer to them as blacking out. Wat do
you nmean by that?---Yes, blacking out is a process of - in
the case the fire was on the south side of G endonald
Road, to burn it up to the road edge. There had been a
few junp-overs to the north side, so it was a case of the
tankers in that area putting out any crossovers, because
if a wind change cane through that may start a new fire
that would then head south towards the Churchill area. So
we were blacking out there, as well as on the burnt side
of the road to extinguish any standing trees that were
showering enbers and that sort of thing to reduce the risk
of spotover.

At sone point in the afternoon did you becone aware that M Ray
Beaton was in a position of command of the area of the
fireground that you were working in?---Yes, we did.

What did you understand his role to be precisely?---W net Ray

on G endonald Road on a bit of a curve. He explained that
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he was strike team | eader and that we were one of the
tankers in his strike team He asked what we were doing.
W were on the way to get sone water, so he asked us to go
and get water and then to report back to the position that
we nmet himon the road for sone further instructions.

At paragraph 6 of your second statenent you say that around
1530 hours you nmet M Beaton and it was at that point that
your son, Adam, joined M Beaton in M Beaton's vehicle to
performthe role of penciller?---Yes, that's correct.

That is essentially a scribing role, is that right?---Yes,
that's correct.

M Beaton told you he wanted you to black out in an open flat
paddock south of d endonald Road and you continued to
performthose activities?---That's correct.

Sone tinme later, as you explain in paragraph 8 of your second
statenent, you say you heard a red flag warning over the
radio. You say it was your son, Adam who you heard
passi ng the warning over the radio. Ws Adamr at that tine
still working in M Beaton's vehicle?---Yes, he was.

Doi ng the best you can, M Chesterton, can you indicate to the
Comm ssion the content of the red flag warning that you
heard?---Yes. Wat | heard was that the strike team
| eader, | forget what their nunber was, contacted the
tankers in that particular strike teamto advise themof a
red flag warning for a strong wi nd change at 1900 hours,
and then Adam then proceeded to take acknow edgnents from
each of the tankers, so he would say their nanme and then
we woul d respond that the nessage was received.

You nmake reference to hearing on the ABC Radio a reference to
the wi nd change having reached Bool arra, and you say in

your police statenent that that was just before
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6 o' clock?---Yes, that's about the correct tine.

How were you able to indicate the tinme when you nmade that
statenent ?---That was the best of ny recollection of the
time. It was before 6 o' clock and it would have been,
like, within 10 m nutes of 6 o'clock, somewhere around
that particular tinme zone.

Are you able to place the timng of the red flag warning
relative to what you heard on the radio?---The red fl ag
warning in reference to the CFA radio or the ABC?

The ABC Radi o broadcast. D d you get the red flag warning
before - - - ?---W had the red flag warning - it nmay have
been half an hour prior to the ABC Radi o.

So if the ABC Radi o was about 10 to 6, then the red flag
war ni ng m ght have been about 5.30 or thereabouts?---Yes,
5.30-ish, give or take.

The content of the red flag warning was to the effect that
there was to be a wind change at 1900 hours, as you
explain in paragraph 8 of your second statenment. Was
there any indication about wind speed or direction or such
matters?---Yes. | think there was sone details that there
woul d be a sout h-west wi nd change, that it would be - and
| think "severe" or "strong" or "violent" may have been
the descriptive word.

You say that you acknow edged the red flag warning. To whom
did you acknow edge the warni ng?---That was to the person
who broadcast the warning, which was Adamr in the strike
team | eader' s vehicle.

You were expecting that acknow edgnent to pass back through the
command structure in accordance with normal practice; is
that right?---Yes.

After receiving the red flag warning and hearing the broadcast
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on the ABC Radi o, you caught up again with M Beaton and
recei ved further directions about what to do for the

remai nder of - or next after that time?---Yes, that's
correct. W were at the damfilling up with water at the
quick fill point. W had the ABC Radi o on and then Ray
cane to the truck to give us instructions literally at the
sanme tine.

Just before | ask you about those, the reference to the w nd
change reachi ng Bool arra, presumably Boolarra was a
| ocation well known to you?---Yes, | knew that was south
of Traralgon and it was a caller into the ABC to nention
that the wi nd speed had increased at that particular
poi nt .

Did that tell you anything, as a local with sone experience of
firefighting, of the likely timng of the wi nd change
where you were near Churchill ?---Yes, given it probably
woul d be sonet hing of perhaps 10, 15 m nutes, dependi ng on
how fast the wi nd change was travelling.

Is that a matter that you di scussed with M Beaton; that is,

t hat apparent conflict between it being at Boolarra and it
bei ng expected in an hour's tine?---Yes, | did nention
that to M Beaton.

You say in your police statenent that after telling M Beaton
what you had heard on the radio, he instructed you to get
up to 400 d endonal d Road strai ght away?---Yes, because
| guess we were being instructed to do that anyway and
having that bit of information just neant that we
shoul dn't dally about getting along to there.

| understand. You went to the |ocation at 400 d endonal d Road
and you describe it as being a house with a pool, but

there was no-one in occupation of the prem ses at the
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time?---Yes.

Who was driving the vehicle at that tine?---Chris Farnmer was
driving the truck.

Where were you in the truck?---1 was in the front passenger
seat .

And the renai nder?---The renmai nder of the crew were in the ROPS
area on the back of the truck

What did you and the crew do when you arrived at the
| ocation?---We drove up their driveway, pulled along the
house. There was a parking area runni ng north-south
parallel to the house. W then had a quick recce of the
pl ace to work out what to do. W backed the truck around
and turned it around 180 degrees to back it in so the punp
was protected from potential approaching fire fromthe
south. W backed that up as far as we could. There was a
| arge concrete water tank in the ground at the corner of
the house that we didn't want to cross over and then park
on the north side of the house because of the potenti al
for the truck to drop through the concrete tank and then
be severely disabl ed.

You were in a position to the east of the main firefront -
sorry, to the east of the eastern flank of the fire at
that tinme. Have | got that right?---W were on the west
si de of the house.

Perhaps | will clarify that. Before the wnd changed, the fire
was burning in a south-easterly direction?---Yes.

After the wind change to the south-west, the eastern flank of
the fire becane the new front and the fire then burned
towards you; is that right?---Yes, it did. It sort of
approached fromwhat we terned at the tine the south

again. W didn't know our exact orientation, so when we
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say south, it is sort of roughly in sonme southerly
di rection.

Was it your intention to remain in that |ocation on d endonald
Road t hroughout the tinme when the wi nd changed, or was it
your intention to performsonme work there and then nove to
a different place before the wi nd changed?---1 guess our
intention was to stay there and then set ourselves up to
protect that particular asset fromthe approaching fire.

You have descri bed what happened when you arrived. It was soon
after that that an enber stormstarted, did it not,

M Chesterton?---Yes, sone enbers started comng in within
m nutes of our attendance. | was in the passenger seat
waiting to radio our position in to acknow edge that we
were on site, but there was other radio traffic going on
at the tinme, so it probably took - it may have been about
a mnute to get sone space to broadcast our position

Where were the other nenbers of your crew during that tine when
you were waiting to get on the air?---The crew were
outside the truck, but at that point | didn't know their
exact position.

You were in the position of crew | eader at that tinme, is that
right?---Yes, |1 was.

Had you directed the other nenbers of the crew to perform any
particular activities or were they exercising their own
judgnent? How did that work?---No, | hadn't directed them
to do any particular things. | guess they were getting
of f and doing the sort of automatic response we tend to do
when we arrive on scene.

Can you describe that? What is that?---Usually it would be to
get off the truck. The punp was running at that stage.

Then it would be to depl oy what hoses are required, to
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| ook around and do a size-up of that particular situation
and work out what's going on, what are the risks and so
on.

It was shortly after that that your situation becane very
precarious, didn't it?---Yes.

Can you describe that to us, please?---Wat happened, | could
see the approachi ng enber storm becane very significant,
with enbers coming fromall directions rather than any
particular one way. | then thought for 10 to 15 seconds
about what nmy potential for manoeuvring out of the truck
was and in that tine it really becane unsafe to exit the
truck. So | at that point grabbed the turnout coat that
sits behind the passenger seat and then got nyself down
into the passenger footwell in front of the seat and put
the turnout coat over ne because the fire had
certainly - was surrounding us at that tine.

Thr oughout the period that you have just described to us, is it
the case that you were unaware of the exact |ocation of
the other nenbers of the crew?---Yes, that's correct.

Did you think that they were on the truck or el sewhere at the
prem ses or what was the position?---Yes, ny thought was
that they were on the back of the truck, but again
| couldn't guarantee that that's exactly where they were.

You say in your police statenent at the top of page 5 that the
experience was terrifying. Had you been through an
experience |like that in your experiences as a vol unteer
firefighter?---Certainly not a burnover or burn around or

having a major fire conpletely around you extrenely

qui ckly.

Were you fearful of your personal safety?---1 was for a period
of tinme.
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No doubt you were al so concerned about the safety of the crew
menbers?---Yes, the welfare of the crew, thinking where
t hey may be.

You descri be how, after a period of about five mnutes, a
menber of the crew opened up the door and you then radi oed
through to Vic Fire that you were safe?---Not to Vic Fire.
It would have been to the strike teamleader. | think
t hat has been corrected in the supplenentary statenent.

Yes, | apologise for that. You say in fact you don't know who
it was that acknow edged the call that the crew were safe.
That's at paragraph 17 of your second statenent?---Yes,
that's correct.

M Barling has given evidence and in his statenent at paragraph
52, which | don't think | need to take you to, but he does
make reference to a conversation with the 3 engarry West
tanker in terns that seemquite a bit |ike the description
of the conversation you have. 1Is it likely in those
circunstances it was M Barling that you were speaking
to?---Yes, it's probably nost likely. Again, the |evel of
noi se and what have you was nmeking it difficult to hear
over the radio.

In the next few m nutes were you able to establish where the
ot her nmenbers of your crew were during the tinme that you
were sheltering in the tanker?---So that was after |'ve
left the - after the truck door was opened?

Yes?---Yes. At that point the crew were actually outside the
door and | was able to ascertain fromthe person who
opened the door that everyone was safe and at that
particul ar stage we had |ines deployed and started to
extinguish fire on the house.

You say in your police statenent that, "The guys had to break
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into the prem ses to seek refuge." Statenents have been
provided to the Conm ssion which will be tendered in which
M Inglis gives an account of what occurred and says that
he feared for his |ife and had to break a wi ndow to get
into an indoor pool area. |Is that sonething that you have
since | earned he did?---Yes, | don't believe it's

M Inglis. M Inglis was on the back of the truck during
the burnover protecting hinself with a fire nozzle. It
was one of the other three nenbers that broke into the

house.

You say in the third paragraph on page 5 of your police

statenent that M Beaton at sone stage after the events
that you have described cane to have a | ook at the damage

to the tanker?---Yes, that's correct.

And can you describe to us what danmage was sustai ned by the

tanker?---On the driver's side of the tanker the

fi bregl ass heat shielding was scorched. The signage that
says the tanker nanme, the dengarry Wst, instead of the
letters being white was black and it was difficult to nake
those out fromthe background material. The punp was
still functioning. The diesel tank was intact. A
mudguard had nelted part of the way and various plastic
trimmngs on the fire truck had softened and went into all

sorts of defornmed shapes.

M Beat on having di scussed the matter with you and havi ng

exam ned the truck indicated that you woul d be rel eased
fromduties at that tinme and you returned to the staging
area which was at the Monash University canpus in
Churchill ?---Yes, that was correct. Certainly after the
passage of the fire, once it was safe to do, we then went

about putting out fire on the roof of the house, fire in

. Wor dwave: MB/ SK 21/ 10/ 09 9681 CHESTERTON XN
Bushfires Royal Conm ssion BY MR ROZEN



© 00 N OO 0o b~ wWw N P

W oW NN N DNNNNDNDNNDNPR P P P P P R PR R
B O © 0 ~N o U0 A W N P O © 0 ~N o U0 M W N B O

gutters and ot her burning garden areas around the house.

M Inglis had sustained sonme mnor burns in the burnover to his
face and hands?---Yes, that's correct.

Do you know what, if any, treatnent he had for those
burns?---W attended the first aid centre at the
university and then | understand fromM Inglis that he
did seek nedi cal assistance the follow ng day.

You al so had the benefit of the CFA's critical incident stress

team whil st you were at the staging area?---Yes, that's

correct.
Did you find that experience hel pful to you?---1 can comment
for nyself only. | found that a useful comrencenent of

the process, but that wasn't the only involvenent with the
ClI' S process.

What other - - -?---There was a further neeting of the tanker
crewwth the CI' S peers.

Just the two neetings, the one on the day and a subsequent
one?---Yes, to the best of ny recollection.

Were you subsequently contacted by the CFA and asked to
participate in an investigation into the dengarry Wst
tanker 1 burnover?---Yes, that's correct.

As part of that investigation were you interviewed by an
i nvestigator, M lvan Smth, on behalf of the CFA?---Yes.
The entire tanker crew attended a neeting with M Smth
for a nunmber of hours and were interviewed.

The report fromthat investigation has been provided to the
Comm ssion and it is part of exhibit 389, Comm ssioners.
| will perhaps ask for a copy of that to be placed in
front of you. It is at (CFA 001.026.0138). On page 12 of
the report there is a table that indicates that you and

the other menbers of the crew, that is the other nmenbers
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of the crew with the exception of your son, Adanm were
interviewed as part of the investigation?---Yes, that's
correct.

It is said that the interviewtinme was 1930 hours on 17 June
2009 for all five of you. Do we take it fromthat that
you were interviewed as a group?---Yes, we were.

| think you just nentioned how |long that interview went for.
Can | ask you to repeat that, please?---That went for a
nunber of hours that evening.

Were you subsequently provided with a copy of the investigation
report?---1 was.

When were you provided with a copy of the report?---That woul d
have only occurred within the last three to four weeks.
W were not aware of the existence of the report until we
were advised by the CFA that it had existed and that a
copy had been provided to the Conm ssion

So the report's existence was brought to your attention as part
of preparing for giving evidence in the Royal Comm ssion,
is that right?---Yes.

Have you had an opportunity to read through the report before
gi ving evidence today?---Yes, | have.

Do you have sone concerns about sone factual nmatters and the
accuracy of sone factual matters in the report?---Yes, the
tanker crew do have those concerns.

So not just you, but other nenbers of the crew have expressed
concerns?---Yes, that's correct.

You have forwarded those concerns to the CFA?---Yes. W have
had two neetings with CFA senior officers regarding the
report.

What have they indicated to you will be the process that wll

be foll owed by the CFA?---There has been a review of the
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report. | was shown a copy of that yesterday afternoon
and with one of the other brigade nenbers we went through
that report and both of us were satisfied that its content
reflected the concerns that we had raised and the materi al
we had presented to the investigator.

So that | can get this right, you have seen a |later version
have you, of the report, later than the one we have been
provided with?---Yes, that's correct.

Wi ch i ncorporates the concerns that you have raised?--- Yes,
that's correct.

Comm ssioners, | understand that version of the report will be
provided to the Conm ssion and when it is we will seek to
have it added to the exhibit.

CHAI RVAN:  Yes, thank you

MR ROZEN: You have had no involvenent in relation to the
i nvestigation reports into either the Hazel wood tanker or
t he Bool arra tanker?---No, we have not.

If a simlar process has been gone through, then we will adopt
a simlar course in relation to those reports.

CHAI RVAN:  Yes, thank you

MR ROZEN: They are the matters for M Chesterton
M Livernore has sonme questions.

<CROSS- EXAM NED BY MR LI VERMORE

M Chesterton, M Ray Beaton was, what, the sector conmander in
the area in which you were working?---He was the strike
team | eader for the strike teamthat we were part of.

Had you worked wi th hi mbefore?---Not before.

At paragraph 10 of your |ater statenent you say you told
M Beat on about what you had heard on the radi o about
Bool arra?---Yes, | take it that was the ABC Radi 0.

You di scuss with himthat that neant the wi nd change m ght be
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10 or 15 m nutes away?---Yes.

It was as a result of that discussion that he told you that the
house that he was directing you to had a sw mm ng pool at
the end of it and that it was a fairly clear area around
t he house?---Yes.

And you had a tanker full of water at that stage?---Correct.

When you got to that house, was there a fairly clear area
around the house?---Yes. | was quite satisfied on arrival
that we had a very suitable cleared area around the house.

You then manoeuvred the tanker into a position predicting the
w nd change comng fromthe south and bringing the fire
wthit?---Yes, that's correct.

In terns of fuel around the tanker, are you able to paint a
picture for the Conm ssion as to whether it was enbers
flying through the air or was it fuel around the tanker
that was igniting that surrounded the tanker?---The tanker
was on an area that was sort of gravel, stone and
extrenely |l ow grass that woul d have only been perhaps
10 mllinmetres high. So there was no material to burn
around the truck and certainly within 10 to 15 to
20 netres, depending on which aspect of the house you | ook
at, there were garden beds around the house that had bark
chi ps and sone snmall shrubs.

So it was enbers flying through the air comng from al
directions that was the problen?---Yes, and that certainly
meant when they | anded that they set fire to the bush and
scrub and what have you around, which then seened to
happen very quickly and surrounding us within a matter of
seconds.

In relation to the crew nenbers, you were in the cabin. Ws

there anyone else in the cabin with you when the enber
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attack occurred?---Not at the enber attack stage.
Who do you understand was on the back of the tanker at the tine

the enber attack occurred?---At the tinme of the enber

attack, | was not sure of the exact |ocation of where the
crew were.
Sorry, | didn't word that properly. Since then, have you found

out who was on the back of the tanker at the time of the
enber attack?---Yes. M Inglis told ne he was on the back
of the tanker.

Anyone el se?---There was no-one el se on the back of the tanker
at that tine,

Have you found out subsequently that the other nenbers had got
off the tanker, what, to get the hoses ready to - -
-?---Yes, they had gone out to do sone setup work, yes.

The enber attack arrived so quickly and so severely that they
didn't have the tinme or opportunity to get back onto the
back of the tanker?---Yes, that's ny understanding from
tal king to those people.

They sought refuge in the house until the enber attack had
passed?---Yes. One of themhad to seek refuge in an area
outsi de of the house and then when safe to do so he noved
into the house via the broken wi ndow that the two other
peopl e had entered via.

But it was clear to you when you were tasked to go to this
house that M Beaton regarded it as a safe place to be,
taking into account that you had a full tank of water when
the wi nd change arrived?---Yes, that's correct. The house
al so had an inground | ap pool that was conpletely full, so
that was a reserve supply of water.

Just in ternms of your training, is it part of the CFA's basic

training of volunteers as to what to do if a situation
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devel ops |i ke the one that you found yourself in?---Yes.
We do a burnover drill where we use fog nozzles and fire
bl ankets on the back of the truck in a sinulation of
protection against a burnover-type incident.

You understand that's what M Inglis did, but he was the only
one on the truck?---Yes, that's correct.

The fog nozzles, if | suggest to you, would have not only
protected the nenbers on the back of the truck but would
have protected the truck as well if there had been the
other two on the truck with their nozzles operating as
wel | ?---Yes.

And you think it is probably because there was just the one
nozzl e operating that neant that the truck received the
sort of damage that you have referred to?---1 think a | ot
of the damage that did occur probably woul d have occurred
regardl ess of the fog nozzle, because again the fog nozzle
was protecting the occupants in the rollover protection
area. Because of the severe wind that the fire created
| didn't hear any water falling on the cabin of the truck
and | woul d have thought it perhaps was providing
protection in the imedi ate zone of the hose operator, but
to go further than that in the conditions we experienced,
| think the water woul d have been evaporating before it
could get very nmuch further out fromthere.

Because what's supposed to occur as well, if there is nore than
one fog nozzle on the back, soneone is supposed to direct
part of that over the cabin to help protect the people in
the cabin as well ?---Yes.

| gather from your evidence that you reacted in accordance with
the training that you had been given, taking cover and

covering yourself in the cabin?---Yes, that's correct.
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Protection fromradi ant heat.

Were you involved in the Ash Wednesday fires?---No, | wasn't a
menber of the CFA at that stage. | was living in
Mel bour ne.

You have been a nenber of the CFA for in excess of 20-odd
year s?- - - Yes.

Have you ever seen fire behaviour of the kind that you
W tnessed on 7 February before?---No.

The ot her tankers that have been the subject of the reports
that M Rozen referred to, were they working, to your
know edge, around the sane area that you were
wor ki ng?---1 knew that the Hazel wood North was working in
the area that we had worked with themearlier in the day
in sone blacking out duties. W then subsequently found
that they were at the next house at | believe nunber 410
G endonal d Road.

They survived as well ?---Yes, that's correct.

Thank you, M Chesterton.

MR ROZEN: Nothing arising fromthat, Comm ssioners. Subject
to the Conm ssioners having any questions of
M Chesterton, could he please be excused?

CHAI RMAN:  Thank you, M Chesterton.

<(THE W TNESS W THDREW

CHAIRVAN: | think we nmay be having M G ssara, but | think our
shorthand writer needs a break.

MR ROZEN: Yes. Just before the shorthand witer has a break,
| mght just conplete the tender of statenents that rel ate
to the evidence that the Conm ssion has just heard.

There are three statenents that we seek to tender
fromnmenbers of M Chesterton's crew. The first is a

statenent of M Norman Inglis which appears at
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(SUMV. 044. 003. 2720 R). | tender the statenent of
M Inglis.

#EXH BI' T 419 - Wtness statenent of Norman Inglis
(SUMV. 044. 003. 2720_R) and attachnents.

MR ROZEN: The second statenent is a statenment of M Andrew
Law ence at (SUWV. 044.003.2157). | tender the statenent
of M Lawr ence.

#EXHI BIT 420 - Wtness statenent of Andrew Law ence
(SUMV. 044. 003. 2157) attachnents.

MR ROZEN: The third and final statenent in this group is a
statenent of Lindsay Osborne, (SUMV.044.003.2260).

#EXH BI' T 421 - Wtness statenent of Lindsay Gsborne
(SUMV. 044. 003. 2260) and attachnents.

MR ROZEN: If it is suitable to the Comm ssion, perhaps a short
break at this tinme and | understand M G ssara has
arrived.

CHAl RMAN:  Yes, a short break.

(Short adjournnent.)

M5 DOYLE: |If the Comm ssion pleases, | call M Frank G ssara.

If M G ssara could cone forward, please.

<FRANCI S UWE d SSARA, affirnmed and exam ned:

M5 DOYLE: Thank you, M G ssara. Can you just state your full
name?---Francis Une G ssara.

And you presently live on Traral gon-Bal ook Road in Traral gon
Sout h?-- - Yes.

Al t hough, at the tinme of the fires in February, you were
renting a unit at 120 A d Callignee Road in
Cal l'i gnee?-- - Yes.

Wth the assistance of solicitors for the Royal Conmm ssion,
have you prepared a witness statenent that you have with

you?---Yes, | have.
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Are the contents of that statenent true and correct?---Yes,
t hey are.

| tender that statenent.

#EXHI BI T 422 - Wtness statenent of Francis Ume G ssara
(WT.112. 001. 0001) and attachnents.

M5 DOYLE: M G ssara, if we go back to the tine of the fires
on 7 February, you were renting a unit in which you lived
with your wife, Stephanie, and your two young children
aged 4 and 2?---Yes, | was.

The unit you lived in was a granny flat attached to a | arger
house on the property owned by your aunty and
uncl e?- - - Yes.

You and your wife also owned at that time and you still own the
property at 67 Traral gon-Bal ook Road?--- Yes.

That property was affected by the fires on the 7th, but it was
a vacant |ot?---Yes.

The unit and the house that you were living at on O d Callignee
Road was destroyed by the fires on 7 February?---Yes.

| take you back to the house itself, the house you were living
in at Od Callignee Road. The property was pretty big,
about 10 acres all up?---Yes, it was 10 acres.

Can you tell us about the property. W wll have a | ook at
sone photos in a nonent, but there was the nmain house that
your aunt and uncle were in?---Yes.

What was the main house built of?---It was all built of cedar,
| think, so it was all tinber.

It had an inground sw mm ng pool ?---Yes, had an inground pool.

And the unit that you and your famly lived in, what was that
made of ?---That was all tinber as well. It was under the
sanme roofline as the main house.

If we | ook at paragraph 5, you describe sone of the other
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aspects of the property. |If you | ook at paragraph 5 of
your statenent, you point out that the |and surroundi ng
the house and the unit was clear in every direction for at
| east 20 netres except for one bushy tree on the corner
and sonme small garden plants around the house. \What was
on that cleared area?---There was a fair bit of sandy dirt
and to the far end of the house was grass.

Did you keep the grass fairly well nowed?---Yes, the grass was
mowed regqgul arly.

Apart fromthe area around the house, was the rest of the
property fairly thickly covered with gumtrees and wattle
trees?---Yes, it was all - | think it had been cl eared
20 years earlier and then that was it, so it had 20 years
of growth on it.

What about the way the property lies. Is it on a slope?---Yes.
The house is on top of it and it cones up fromlike a
gul ly.

How far back fromthe road was the nmain house set?---Mybe
25 metres, 20 netres.

Was there a verandah around the main house?---Yes, there was a
ver andah around t he whol e house.

Wth sone decking?---Yes. It had treated pine decking.

There was also a large tin shed on the property about 40 netres
fromthe house?---Yes.

What did you have stored in the shed?---There was paint,
nmot or bi kes, a fair bit of tinber and two fibreglass boats
right next toit and a canp trailer.

The pool that was behind the house, was that connected to a
concrete water tank?---1t had the main water tank and then
the concrete tank next to it which had a hose that fed the

pool whenever you opened up the val ve.
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Then there was al so 40 netres away fromthe house anot her
concrete water tank. Tell us about that tank. How nuch
wat er could that store?---That was 10,000 gall ons.

A round water tank?---Yes, it was round.

How hi gh was that tank?---1t was 1800 high and 6 netres w de or
round.

How t hi ck were the concrete walls of the tank?---Four-inch.

Do you know how | ong that tank has been there or howold it
is?---1t would have been 20 years, so, yes, about '88, '89
they were built.

You have brought in for us today sonme photos to assist in
under standi ng the | ayout of the house and al so how it
| ooked after the fires. W wll just |ook at those now.
That's obviously showi ng the inground pool. M @ ssara,
in your statenent you explain that on 7 February you used
the water punp. Were was the punp | ocated while you
fought the fire?---Just in front of that potplant on the
pavers there. Alnost half on the tinber deck and half on
the pavers was where the punp was and that was hooked into
the swi mm ng pool .

The way this photo works, has this been taken from soneone
standi ng at the back of the main house?---Yes, up on the
ver andabh.

W will |look at the next photo. W are junping around a bit in
terns of the order of events. This is the house after the
fires on 7 February. W can see in the foreground a | arge
concrete tank. |Is that the one that we will hear about in
a nonent that you sheltered in on the day?---No, that was
not the one. It was the sane size as that one, but not
t hat one.

That's the one that feeds into the pool ?---Yes.

. Wor dwave: MB/ SK 21/ 10/ 09 9692 G SSARA XN
Bushfires Royal Conm ssion BY M5 DOYLE



13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

W will |look at the next photo. Again, that shows the
destruction after the fires. W wll |ook at the next
photo. Wat are we | ooking at there?---That's the tank
that we got in, which is about 40 netres from the house,
so that's taken fromsort of between the house and the
t ank.

It is hard to see, but is that the road out the front there in
front of the tank?---Yes, that's the road, so the tree
lines are along the road which is those trees are around
4 metres, 3 nmetres wde and that's the road there.

add Callignee Road?--- Yes.

W will |look at the next photo. Those are the photos that we
have available. | want to, just before we go to the
events of the 7th, ask you about your firefighting
experience. Have you had any experience or training in
fighting fires?---No, | never did. | signed up with the
CFA about six years ago, | think, but then noved away, so
| never done any training or anything, so | never went to
any neetings or anything.

Did you and your wife have a fire plan before 7 February? Wat
were you planning to do if a fire threatened the
property?---Just send ny wife and kids away and | was
goi ng to hopefully put the fire out.

Did you have anything at the property that would help you to
try to put the fire out?---Just the hoses, had fire
extingui shers and sone sprinklers and a | ot of water.

Your aunt and uncle who lived in the main house, do you know if
they had a fire plan?---1 think they did. He was a nenber
of the CFA for 20 years maybe, 15 years, so |'mnot sure
if they had one, but | think they would have.

But, as it turns out on the 7th, they were away on
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hol i day?---Yes, they were up on their way to Queensl| and.
They were at Coffs Harbour.

| f you had found yourself in a situation where you needed to
fight the fire, what was going to be your source of
wat er ?---We had the punp hooked into the pool and then the
main tank draining into that pool and then that was all
the water we had and then a few fire extingui shers, nine
litre fire extinguishers, and that was it.

On 6 February you were on a canping trip with your famly,
brother-in-law and other friends at Stratford caravan park
down near the Avon River. That's about an hour's drive
fromCallignee. Had you initially planned to spend the
whol e weekend there?---Yes. W were going to just stay
there probably until Sunday or |ate Saturday night and
t hen head hone.

Your plans changed. Wy did you change your plan for the
weekend?---1 got a phone call froma friend who lives in
A engarry and he said he could see snoke, it was headi ng
in our direction and it | ooked fairly big.

He called you, what, at about 1.30 on the Sunday?---Yes, it was
around 1. 30 Saturday arvo.

You and your wife and kids drove back towards the Callignee
property?---Yes. W'd already had a bit of stuff in the
car, so we just put the rest of the stuff in and left
there and arrived hone at around 3 o' cl ock.

Coul d you hear the ABC broadcast on your way hone?---Yes, we
had it on the radio and also the UHF in ny car, so we were
listening to people tal king about themthere on that as
wel | and on the radio.

Do you renenber anythi ng about what you heard on the

radi o?---That there was a fire burning from Churchill and
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it was headi ng towards our area, but wasn't affecting us
or anything. That was really all that | renenber at that
time.

Did you hear sonething at sone stage that there m ght be a
problemw th reception on the ABC?---Yes. | reckon that
was around 5, 5.30 that they said they were going to nost
likely | ose reception because the tower was going to burn
out. |If they did, they said another station to go to,
whi ch we done that, and we still had reception.

When you got home, which you think was just after 3, could you
see any snoke and could you see any flanmes?---Couldn't see
any flames. Could see snoke up on the back hills, which
"' m not exactly sure how far it was. It was only a few
Ks, I'd say, fromour place, but couldn't see any fl anes
at all and couldn't really snell the snoke, could just see
alot of it.

What did you do then? Did your wife and children decide to
go?---Yes, Steph and the children got in the car and they
went into her sister's house.

Where does her sister live?---1n Traral gon.

| think you nention in your statenent before going they put a
few photo al buns, the children and your pet, the dog, into
one of the cars?---Yes.

What did you do after that?---1 just put on nmy work clothes and
then rang ny mate and said if he could cone out and help
me put sonme hoses, we already had hoses there, and make
sure the tank was running, the punp I nean, and - - -

Was the mate you called Brett Crosby?---That was Brett Crosby.

When he arrived | think you say it was about 4 o'clock. He had
actually seen your wfe, Stephanie, driving the other

way?---Yes, he passed them As they were heading in, he
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was on his way out.

After Brett arrived, sone other people turned up. W were

t hey?---Paul Andreou, Colin Aylett and Tony - |'mnot sure
what his nane was. |'d never net two of themin ny life
until they turned up that day. | only knew Paul

Do you know how this cane about? Had Brett asked themto
conme?---No. M uncle used to work with Paul and then he
knew, Paul, that ny uncle was away and he thought we were
canpi ng, so he conme out to check on the house, see what
was happeni ng.

So his link to the property was nore that he knew your uncle
woul d be away and he m ght be able to save the house for
your uncl e?---Yes.

You' d only met Paul and Tony a few tines before?---Yes.

So by this tinme of the afternoon there is five of you there;
you, Paul, Colin, Tony and Brett. What did you
do?---1 think we put a | adder up, filled the gutters up
with water, sort of hosed off the verandah, made sure the
gutters were full and put a little bit of water in and
that was all.

You put the fire punp on the verandah. You showed us earlier
in the photo where that was?---Yes.

That's a decision you now regret. VWy is that?---Because
probably it wouldn't have burnt. It mght have, but it
woul d have lasted a bit longer if it was tucked away,
because that tinber deck is actually what caught first on
t he whol e house, so then the punp burnt pretty early.

Did you keep listening to your UHF radi o during the
afternoon?---Yes, we listened to that all up until
6 o' clock, | think, 6.20, as the fire hit.

What, if anything, did you hear during the afternoon that was
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1 relevant to you?---There were just people in different

2 areas, | suppose, all around the valley tal king where they
3 were, but we didn't know that they could see the fire and
4 where they were, so we knew if sonmeone said a road you

5 woul d know where that road was, so we sort of knew where

6 the fire was roughly, plus the radio was giving a rough

7 i dea.

8 You say in your statenent you were |listening out for predicted
9 w nd changes. Wiy were you keeping an ear out for

10 that?---1t was either on the UHF or on the radio they said
11 that it had gone past - it had gone to Mount Tassie, which
12 is behind nme, and it had gone past there, which is past ny
13 pl ace, and that if the wind did change around, that it

14 woul d blow it back towards Traral gon South and where

15 | lived, so that's just listening out for that to see if
16 it did.

17 On either the ABC Radio or UHF radi o do you renenber hearing

18 any nention of Callignee?---Yes, | don't really - not
19 100 per cent sure, but I"'mpretty sure | did a few tines.
20 | heard Traral gon South a bit.

21 At paragraph 18 of your statenent you say that by 4.30 you had

22 done about as nuch as you could, so you sat around for a
23 bit. Who did the catering?---Paul was pretty hungry so he
24 went into ny aunty's house. | rang ny aunty, just because
25 | had no food, |I'd been canping, and he went and got sone
26 cheese and biscuits fromtheir place and we just sat at

27 the end of the verandah and |listened to the radios.

28 At that stage was your feel that you'd done as nuch as you

29 could and you really had to just wait and see?---Yes. W
30 thought - | didn't really know what to expect but
31 | thought we were pretty well covered.
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You nentioned the chips and biscuits but you didn't nention the
beer. You got a couple of beers out as well ?---Yes,
because | had a full esky fromcanping so there was a
couple of beers in there and a few water bottles, so
probably had two or three beers each.

Yes, you nake that clear; no-one was drunk?---No, no-one was
too drunk or drinking like excessively until later that
ni ght, which was when we got back into town.

You and M Crosby, Brett, went and sat up on the roof at sone
stage while you had your beers?---Yes. W could see the
snoke on the hills in the distance fromthere.

And it started to get a little bit dark at one stage?---Yes,
around 5.30 it started to get pretty black and pretty
w ndy.

Did you still think that the fire m ght go past you unless

there was a w nd change?---Not really sure if | was

thinking - | don't really knowif | was thinking it was
going to go past. | thought we were going to see
sonething. | just didn't think it was going to be what it
was.

At paragraph 19 you say at about 5.30 things started to change.
Were you still up on the roof at that stage?---Yes,
| reckon about 5.30 we were still sitting up on the roof
or on the guttering of the roof, where the other boys were
just down on the ground there.

You say you | ost power to the house at about that stage?---Yes,
| ost power around then.

And it also went dark. D d you do sonething to nake sure you
could still see?---Yes. In ny canp trailer | had sone
fluorescent lights that run off car batteries, so we

hooked them up at each end of the verandah so we could
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see, so we had one at the punp and one where we were
sitting so we had a bit of |ight.

How was the noise of the fire at that stage? Could you hear
anything?---1 don't think it was really the fire then. A
|l ot of wind. You could hear wind at that stage.

At paragraph 20 you say while you and Brett were up on the roof
you suddenly saw a big fireball cone out of the trees to
t he sout h-east about a kilonetre away and then it
di sappeared back behind the trees?---Yes.

So that was about a kilonmetre away from your house?---Yes,
around a kilonetre. Like, Sunday Road, which links the
road we were living on, follows the gully down and it was
in the bottomof the gully about a kilonetre away,

800 netres.

And then a few seconds later Colin had news fromthe front
gate. VWhat happened then?---He was running up yelling
sonet hing out and by then we'd seen it and he'd obviously
been - which is, so, 150 netres fromthe house, so he'd
seen it as well |ike | ooking down Sunday Road. So he was
comng up to let us know that it was com ng.

You went down the | adder and nade a call to your wife's
parents. Were did they live at that tinme?---They live a
kilonmetre up the road fromus where we were |iving.

On dd Callignee Road itself?---Yes.

And you got through to your nother-in-law. Wat did the two of
you di scuss?---1t was very quick. | just said, "The
fire's coming. |'ve got to go." Then | ran back outside.

By the tinme you got outside, a whole lot of trees had al ready
burst into flanes?---Yes, the bush was burning and the
bushes around the shed were al ready burning, so | wasn't

i nside 40 seconds to a mnute, tops, and it was al ready
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t here.

You had gone down the | adder and gone inside?---Yes.

And then the | adder blew off and M Crosby was still up on the
roof ?---Yes, so he just junped off.

Didn't hurt hinself?---No, he didn't hurt hinself.

And he started working with the hoses?---Yes. There was a hose
at the corner of that house, so he just grabbed that.

You grabbed a fire extinguisher. Wat did you do then?---1 ran
to the shed where there was, |ike, sone sort of piney tree
and | started squirting that out and then ran back to the
house.

So for a while the five of you were working on dealing with
things that were on fire, dealing with enbers?---Yes.
There sort of wasn't a |lot of enbers, like the enbers sort
of only canme 30 seconds, | reckon, before the fire, and
then it was the fire.

It didn't take | ong before your fire extinguisher ran out of
water?---No, it didn't take long at all.

After that happened, the verandah caught fire and then what
happened to your water punp?---The verandah caught on fire
and then the punp caught on fire and then we just had no
wat er, and that was all.

So, although there were 50,000 litres of water right there, you
couldn't access it?---Couldn't access any of it. Couldn't
use it.

You say in your statenent you'd been fighting the fire for
about 20 m nutes but once the punp was destroyed you
woul dn't be able to save the house?---No. W had
no - nothing at all we could have done.

You tal ked about the option of going to the dam How far away

was the danf?---1 reckon the damis about 40 netres from
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the other end of the house where ny aunty and that |ived,
just on the edge of the grass and the bush.

Were the five of you together at the tine or were people spread
out around the property?---No, we'd already agreed that if
sonet hi ng went wong we'd just neet up at ny corner of the
house and then deci de what we'd do, so we were all there
at the tine and they asked ne what we shoul d do.

And you said initially, "Let's go and hide behind the concrete
wat er tank"?---Yes, | just assuned being concrete that we
could sit behind it because the fire was conmng fromthe
other side of the hill that the tank was on, so | thought
if we sat behind the tank we should be right.

So you say in paragraph 24 you sort of wet your heads wth
water fromthe esky, wet your heads and your shirts, and
sat behind the tank?---Yes.

Was sitting behind the tank - did it work?---No. | reckon
probably our clothes were dry within a m nute, probably.

And things were getting too hot, so what was the next option?
What was your next plan?---1'd told Brett earlier there
was a nmanhole on top of the tank and then just said,
"Well, let's get in there.”

So Brett clinbed up onto the top of the tank?---Yes, he got on
top of the tank

How did he do that without a | adder?---He'd probably six and a
hal f foot, maybe, so he just clinbed up there.

The manhole lid, you think that wei ghs about
20 kil ogranms?---Yes, it's around 20 kil os.

And, as far as you know, hadn't been opened for nany
years?---No, it had never been opened, ny uncle said, so
been there 20, 21 years and never been opened.

How did Brett go opening that?---First he couldn't open it and
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then he just didn't give up and got it open and it cone
open.

Have you tried after the fires to open the |lid again?---Yes, we
jamred it back in and tried and no one could really - no
one could get it off. Even Brett had trouble getting it
back open. So | suppose it was just adrenaline that
hel ped himget it out.

So once he gets it open, the rest of you clinb up onto the
tank, so you boosted each other or used the esky to clinb
up?- - - Yes.

And you all junped into the tank?---Yes, we all just junped in
t here.

Now, Paul left his nobile phone up on the roof of
the tank?---Yes, he's just pulled his out of his pocket
and sat it on the top and then junped in.

Maybe to stop it getting wet, but what happened to it?---1t
just nelted. It didn't catch fire or anything, just sort
of went out of shape and nelted, didn't work.

When you junped down into the water, how high up on your body
did it conme?---1t was up to ny wai st or just above ny
wai st .

What was the tenperature of the water |ike when you first
junped i n?---The water was freezing in there, it wasn't
warmat all. It was cold.

As things went on, did the water warm up?---No, the water
didn't warm up, but the concrete walls were pretty warm
They were hot and the roof was hot, but the water itself
was cool the whole tine.

You say the water was up to your waist. How nmuch roomdid you

have between you and the top of the tank?---The sane. It
was roughly half full, so a bit higher than ne, from ny
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wai st up.

You said the walls got warm You say in paragraph 26 of your
statenent that m ght be because there was a tree next to a
part of the wall that was actually on fire?---Yes, there
was a tree to the side of the tank and the shed was only a
metre fromthe tank as well, which was full of odd tinber
and stuff that was burning.

Coul d you hear what was going on outside while you were in the
tank?---Just there was a |lot of noise and a | ot of things,
a lot of fuel cans were blowing up and the cars, their
tanks bl ew up, so there was a | ot of noi se.

You think that the walls of the tank m ght have even cracked a
bit, but they didn't actually split so the water got
out ?---Yes. The back side of the tank probably | ost about
10, 15 mllinmetre of concrete in an area around a netre,
like it blew off, just was popping off, and a bit on the
front done the sanme as well.

For you guys inside the tank, what was it |like in there? What
was the tenperature |ike and the snoke |ike?---The snoke
in the air was still hot inside the tank and the snoke
was - when we first opened it up it wasn't real thick in
there, but once we opened the |id, which the lid | think
is maybe 500 by 300, the little manhol e, once we opened
that and it also had the breathers around it, it nust have
drawn nore snoke intoit. W didn't want to put the lid
bl ack on in case we didn't have any air and coul dn't get
it back open, so it got pretty snoky inside there as well.

So while you're in the tank you've got the |id open to all ow
for some air and there is also ventilation holes around
t he tank?---Yes.

So snoke was getting in through all of those?---Yes. Snoke was
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still comng in and we just covered a few of them up what
we coul d.

Covered themwi th your wet T-shirts?---Just with shirts, yes.

And did you also take turns to stand on each others' shoul ders
and stick your head out of the manhole to | ook around and
get sone fresher air?---Yes, we just - you'd pop your head
out, |ike soneone woul d boost you up and you'd have a | ook
out and just have a | ook what was happeni ng and get a bit
- the air out there seemed to be a bit fresher than it was
inside the tank. It was a bit stale inside there.

How was everyone in the tank travelling? Ws anyone pani cki ng
or did you feel you' d be able to ride it out inside the
tank?---Probably the first five mnutes in the tank we
weren't sure, but then after that we were pretty
confident. Tony mght have been a little stressed. He
was sort of yelling out a bit of stuff, |ike worried
soneone was drowni ng, yes, but | thought once we were in
there - maybe the first five mnutes was a bit, but after
that it was pretty confident we'd probably be right.

Maybe get burnt if we had to get back out.

Do you know how I ong you were in the tank for?---1"'"m guessing
about an hour and 10, hour and 20.

So you think you got in there about 6.50 and you were in there
for an hour, hour 10 or 207?---Yes.

At paragraph 29 you say you got out of the tank about 8. 10.

Bet ween your group you had three cars and two had expl oded
while you were in the tank?---Yes.

But the UHF radio in Brett's car was still working?---Yes. For
sone reason his car didn't even burn, which was parked
right next to the other two in the photo that burnt.

Were you able to contact soneone on the radio?---Yes. | think
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Paul m ght have went and rolled the car down. He didn't
want to start it in case it blew up and so he rolled the
car to the tank and we were on channel 4 fromthe repeater
and just radi oed for soneone and then the CFA got on and
just made sure that we were all right.

So you coul d speak to soneone who was with the CFA?---Yes. W
got onto the CFA. They were down at Traral gon South at
the tinme.

Al t hough they said to you they m ght not be able to get in,
about five mnutes later a CFA fire truck canme up to the
property?---Yes. They said they wouldn't be able to cone
in because it was still burning too nuch, and then if we
were going to be all right we would just have to hang out
there until they could, and then | think that was - they'd
cone up to the top of - | don't know what the nanme of the
road is, the big hill they call it, and within five
m nutes they'd turned up at our place.

And do you know who they were or which crew they were?---They
were fromthe Callignee CFA, so | knew Lei gh Bastion, so
he knew his way around the area, so he was on one truck
and there were a couple of four-wheel-drives as well wth
t hem CFA four-wheel-drives as well.

You say in paragraph 29 what they said to you was that, "The
road's clear, you can travel out in Brett's car if it's
wor ki ng" ?---Yes, they said that they weren't going to
follow us out, that we'd be able to get out, that there
was nothing on the road. |If any trees did fall, just
stop. It shouldn't flare up again to what it was, and
"You should be right".

Before you left you asked if the CFA crew could go and check on

your in-laws up the road?---Yes, because | knew they were
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up there.

Had t hey saved their house?---Yes.

You travelled out. Perhaps if we just go to the maps attached
to your statenent. There is one at page 0010. W wll
just get that brought up on the screen. The "A" shows
wher e your house was?---Yes.

On dd Callignee Road. When you left, did you head out down
add Callignee Road or Sunday Road?---We went down O d
Cal I i gnee Road.

And you drove up effectively towards the top of the map to get
out or did you go down?---Yes, to the top we went.

And headed out to Traral gon and you stopped at the traffic
lights at Traral gon-Bal ook Road and it turned out your
w fe, Stephanie, was waiting there?---Yes. W got there
and ny wife was there.

And you hadn't been able to get hold of her but she was waiting
at the traffic |ights?---Yes.

After such a big day, as you say in paragraph 30, you ended up
goi ng back to Brett's shed with all of your wi ves to have
a beer and tal k about how | ucky you had all been?---Yes.
We just went back there and had a few beers and tal ked
about it, tal ked about nmaybe what we coul d have done a bit
better.

If we nove to today, you and your wife are now building on the
Traral gon South property?---Yes, we're building there now

You are presently living in a shed built on that
property?---Yes.

As you say there, you didn't have insurance for your things
whi ch were destroyed but you have received sone grant
nmoney fromthe governnent ?---Yes, we received grant noney,

stuff fromjust people.
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You have started the building on that block and do you have a
feel for when it mght be finished?---No. No, | don't
know MW w fe doesn't work, so | don't know.

Thank you, M G ssara. Are there any questions for M G ssara
fromthe Comm ssioners? Thank you, M G ssara, for your
time and we know that you had to cone here straight from
work, so we appreciate you doing that. My M G ssara be
excused?

CHAI RMAN:  Yes, thank you, M G ssara. You are excused.

<(THE W TNESS W THDREW

M5 DOYLE: We are on schedule in terns of the wi tnesses we
intend to | ead, Conm ssioners, so we can resune at 9. 30
tonorrow and we are confident we can finish all of the
Churchill evidence tonorrow, save for the w tness
M Jerem ah, who will need for reasons of his availability
to be put off until back in Melbourne in |ate Cctober.

CHAIRVAN:  All right. W will adjourn now until 9.30 tonorrow
nor ni ng.

ADJOURNED UNTI L THURSDAY, 22 OCTOBER 2009
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